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in sacrcd history. Ilere 1 would, takie the liberty to remark that, his-
torians semn to thinlk that the old legeuds of a nation, however fanci-
fui and absurd thcy niay appear to uis, are by no mneans devoid. of truth
andi that w-e omght niot to thiro% thien a>ide as useless fictionis, without
exanliiing thiem eiosely first, to secwe cainiot discover soine bistori-
cal truth theinci, as it is ouiY y li îninns of traditionis and le-en ds that
the earIilv historv of a niation eau be diviiued.

Notwitlistandiiug the belief of tlie ludiaiis of Anierica in the exist-
ence of rnany gods, thcv aLnwzg ut (,ne 'Idpreeme Being. They
believe this Suprenue Goti to he aifl puwerfal, ail kniowinig, inflnitely
perfect and inivisible. So filr ns it is possible te ascertaini by verbal
iniformai-tioni as furnishiedi bw the Ind(ianis thenîiselves mi-tinis part of
Amerirn, this Supreine Bemg w-as nieyer reiiresenited ider anv) Corpe-
reai 1h-nre. 'I'he idea that hie ivas subject to aliv imperfection appears
neyer to ]lave entercd into thieir hiends ; and H-e w-as supposcd to pre-
side over the whole world, iîotiîîg esenîpinp: his evc. Prom this it is
evidenit that their notion of the Supreunle 13ii %vas far superior. to
that of thie auicient Romans ani GreuLs, respecting- tieir Jupiter aind
Zeus, wontheir poets did flot hiesitate te repre.ýeuit as beiug-s subjeet
to ail the passions anîd frailties of hiumian nature.

It jq truc that the liffiaus bounetimes introducedl the naine of the
Lord of the Universe iinto thejr war soiigs. TieN.- did se, neot witli
lcvitv, buit in a solemu nmillier and] ii tokeii of their subinission to
luIs will, whlatever Iniglt h1appeui te thelli ini the var-iie enterprise. in

ichiil thev were abolit to cielae.
1 th'iukt% thex- had a pretty correct idea cf' the«- doctrinie of Oinuipres-

cunce, for theçic were careful te impress uipen the miuds of their chiildren
thiat the Great Sit-nsabove thieir hieads, watciug over thicu Con-
tir.uaiiv; miel in order to Ime theun properly iustructe-d iu thecir duties
towan-4, t1heir parents aInd uuhiglbors, a curtain iinuntier of disecet nged
pcoplic wiver selctecil to exhort the ebidreii iii the cvcing. To the
resideuices, of' th,?se inistructors, the cliildreni repaired after thleir work
wvas dalne, Nwherc -9hey rc,-ivcd go0ol ceuîîslu aîud caultionl ngainst deing
cvii. riiev w'crc iadie to tuuh-rtnnd tlîat hcoweyer careful they migbt,
i)c to avoid suspicion or detectioni w lieut doing- iujury te a iieighbl'or-, the
Grent 'Spirit w-oul se- ail their actions, NY11 was niic nar theni.
Tliat if they incurrcd bis dbsplcasure, thev biad neo righit te expect any
faivoi,ý from i hum, as lIC withlehII his goe0d gifts frein thtose W-110 teck
dcli-lit lu crcatiug discord b)v caliunîny, anid iii tormncniting- oth cr-- by
nrauq of ju-ggiery andi poisenous wvecds. rfhat- thiey were te respect
ami olwr- their parents, that they inight pat t'O ýbhaine tule e% il spirit


