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LXIV.
ADMIRAL BLAKE AT BRIDGEWATER,

Robert Blake, ¢ Admiral and General at Sea,” was born 1 1598,
at Brdguwater, in a house of the Tudor age, which remauns to 1hs
day 3 adjoining 13 tho sscluded garden, in which ¢ the ruddy-faced
and corly-baired boy, Robert Blake, played and pondered, as was
tis habit, until tho age of sixteenr.” Hu was sent early to the Bridge-
waer Grammar Sehool, which had buen founded gome fiva-and-
forty yoars before, and endowed by Queen Elizabeth ; und wasthen
consi-lered 010 of the best foundations of ita kind i England. ¢ At
the G -an sar School ho made some progress in his Greek and La-
tin; something of Lavigation, stupbuild-ng, and the rovtine of sea
du ies lie probably learned from his father, or from his father’s fac-
tors and servants. His own taste, however, the habit of lus mund,
and the bent of his ambition, led to literature. He was the first ot the
race who had shown any vocation to leiters and learning, and his
father, proud of his talents and luis studieg, resolved that he should
have rome chance of rising to eminence. Nor was this early culture
thrown away. At sixteen he was already prepared for the umversity,
and at his earnest dusice was sent to Ox(];rd, where he matnicutated
as a member of St. Alban’s Hall, in 1615.3 He removed to Watham
Colleze, and there remaimed several years, tonk the usual honours,
aud completed his education ; and in the great dimng-hali ot Wad-
ham a portrait of the Admural is shown with pride as'thatof its most
illustrious scholar.  Blake, in good time, took his degree of Master
of Arts at Oxford 3 ha had read the best authors in Greek and Latin,
and wrate the latter language sufficiently w-Il for verse and epi-
gram. Even in the busiest days of his public 1ife, 1t was his prido
not to forget his old studies.

LXV,

WVALLER’S DULNESS.

Edmund Waller, the poet, one of the best examples of postic atyle
and diction, was born at Coleshill, in Berkshire, in 1605, and was
sent early to the Grammar School or Market Wickham, where he
was aaid to be ¢ dull and slow in his task-® Mr. Thomas Bigge,
of Wickham, who had been Walle,%s schoolfellow, and of the same
form, told Aubrey, that ¢ he hittle thought that Waller would have
maie so rare a poet ; for he was wont to make lus exercise for him.»
He was removed at an unusuxlly early age to King’s College, Cam-
bridge, where his scholastic attainments are said to have led 1o his
being elected member of parhament for the borough of Asmoudes-
ham at the age of 16 ; though this is, with greater probabifity, attri-
buted to Waller’s name and local influence,

This account of Waller’s duluess at school 1s_probable ; for says
Mr. Bell, #it indicates the character of Waller’s genius, which de-
manded time and labour in the accomplishmont of the smallest
results.”?

Aubroy describes Waller’s writing as ¢ a limentable hand, as
bad as the scratching of 2 hen > but this is an exaggeration, and
disp-oved by his authoaraph, which is, however, very rare.

Waller took his seat in the House of Commons before he was the
ageof 17. He became (as Bishop Burmet expresses it) <the delight
of the House,” and, whon old, “said the liveliest things of any
among them.” Bemg p esent once, when the Duke of Buckingham
was paving his court to the King, by arzuing against Revelation,
Mr. Waller said 5 <« My Lond, I am a great deal older than your
Grave; and have, [ beli ve, heard more argnments for atheism than
ever gour Graco dud ; but | have lived loug enough to see there ic
~wthig in thewn 1 and so, 1 hope, your Grace will.” Waller died in
1682, in his 33rd year.

LXVI.

DR. BUSBY, HEAD MASTER OF WESTMINSTER SCHOOL,

This mast emment schoolmaster of his time, who 1s said, n the
Censug Alumnorum, « to have educated the greatest number of
learne:! schotars that ever adorued at one tme any age or nation.”
was born at Lulon, m Northamptonsin e, in 1606, Having passed
throuzh Westminster Schaol, he was elected student of Chnist Chareh,
Oxsford ; but he wzas so poor that he recerved the sum of 5L of the
pansh of St. Margaret, to enab e him to proceed bachelor ; and 261,
13s. 4d. 10 praceed master ofarts : as entered in the Churchwarden’s
arconats.  Of this mely ard he made a noble acknowledminent by
making abeganst of 50/ to poor hausckeepers, an estate worth
32 ; aud 1 personal property nealy 50001, to St. Margaret’s
pansn.

B sy achieved a great reputation at Oxford, as an « exact Lati-:

nist and Grecian,” and hikewise for lus power of oratory. Whie
still a resident 1n the umveraty, he acted the part of Cratander, i

Cartwright’s Royal Slave, before the King and Queen at Chria.
church, when being more np{)lnuded than "his fellow-students, his
success oxcited in him so violent a parsion for the stage, that he
had well nigh enzaged himself as an actor,

1n 1640 ho was appointed master of Westminstor School. Durng

he Civil War, though he wasujecied from his chureh appointmeants,
but was allowed to retain his studentship of Christchurch, and the
chief mastership of the school, a tributo to his pre-eminent quah.
ties a8 an instuctor.  He laboured in s masership dunng more
thun halfa century ; and by hix diligence, learning and assidui,
has become the proverbial iepresentauve of lus class.

Dr. Busby is said to have been not on y wity,lea ned, and hughy
accomplished, but also modest aud unassumiug : s prety was unas
fected, and his liberality unbounded. He died 1 1695, and was in-
torred in Westminster Xbboy. His works wero principaly for the
use of his school, and either consist of expurgated editions of cer-
tain classics which he wished his boys to read w a harmless form,
or grammatical treatises, mostly metrical. There 18 atradition tha
some of these were the compositens of his scholars, supenntende |
ard corrected by himself. gaveml of lus pubiications, moro o @
less altered, were used in Westminster So{;ool untd a few years |
since.

The severity of Busby’s disciphne 1s tradiuonal, but we do nu
find that it was so ; and strange as 1t may appear, no records are
preserved of him in the school over which he so long presided. The
charitable intentions of his will are carried 1nto effect by old Wes.
minsters, who meet in the Jerusalem Chamber. The picture by
Biley of Dr. Busby with one of hisscholars, said to be Philip Henn,
is in the Hall at Christchurch ; there are also other portras of lum,
and a bust of him by Rysbrack ; all from a cast in plaster taken aite:
death, for during his life he never would sit for his portrait. Bagshar
states that he never spoilt the rod by sparing the child: uccor
ding to Dr. Johnsor, he used to call the rod his ¢ sieve,” and o
say ¢ whoever did hot pass through it was no boy for him.”” Pop
thus commmemorates one of the class :—

*Lo I a spectre rose, whose index-hand
Held forthb the virtues of the dreadful wand.
His beaver'd brow g birchin garland wears,
Drooping w.th infants’ blood and morbers' tears.
O’er every vein a shudd'ring horror runs,—
Eton and Winton shake through all their sons.
Al flesh is humbled ; Westminster's bold race
Shriek and confess the genius of the place :
The Y]ale boy scaator yet tingling stands,
And holds his garments close with quiv'ring hands.”

Nevertheless, Busby was much beloved by his scholars, as may t i
seen by letters from Cowley, Dryden, and others. He issaid to hiav B
taken especial pains in preparing his scholars for the recepi.ona J#
the Eucharist.

Wood describes him as « eminent and exemplarﬁ for piety an}
juatice, an encourager of vertuous and forward youth, of great leam-
ing and hospuality, and the chief person that educated mose yours
that were afterwards eminent in the Church and State than an
master of his time.”

LXVIL

LORD CLARENDON.

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, one ofthe illustrious men whos
talents were called into action by the Civil Wars, was born in 1655
at Dinton, near Sahisbury, where his father enjoyed a compeus
fortune.  Ie was first instracted at home by the clereyman of te
parizh, who was also a schoolmaster; bnt his principal improvemes
aro~g from the care and conversation of his father, who had trave:- i
led much in ki3 youth. Edward, being 2 yonnger son, was destine!
for the cliureh , and with this view was sent to Magdelen Colteze,
Oxford, in hix fourteenth year. But on the death of his eldest brothe:
which soon after took place, lus destination was altered ; and te
was now designed for the profession of the law. He quitted t]
University with the reputation rather of talents than of industry ; a: |
{rom some dangerous habits in which he had been nitiated, he a*
terwards looked on this carly removal a8 not the least fortunate
cident of lus nfe. .

He commenced his professional studies in the Middle Temp's
undor the direction of tus uncle, Sir Nicholas Hyde. then treaswt§
of that Society. His early legal studies were mmpeded by s £
hea'th.  Nor was his application consideiable afier his recovers;
he lost another year amidst the pleasures of dissipation : and whe:ji
his dangerous crmpanions had disappeared, he still felt little inci-J8
sation to immure himself amidst the records of the law. He wu
“fon't of polite hitterature, and &mninnlarly attached to the Lat.n ¢las
yvics 3 he therefore bestowed only so much auention on fus les
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