
univeil the picture. express the saine
feeling, anîd hilce lie says, -Fra
Patidoif, by designx ' tîtat is, lie gives
the manie of a fanious artist îvhose
cliaracter îvas above reproacli. 'The
fact tlîat the (luke keeps Iiis l)ictttre
veiled and allo\ws no omie but liinîiself
to, put by the curtain, is a further
ili(lîcatioý. of thte selfislîness of lus
nlature. He lias a dog-iii-tlie-iina-iiger
spiri t.

'I.iie surprise1 look ini the strairer' s
face gives Browing the oppcrtuîiiity
to hiegiui the dehîîîeatiou of the (luclless'
cluaracter. " Lt w'as ixot im pres !lice
01n%, " the duke savs, - îVlîich1 c Lhled
tlîat spot Of joy iu tie duclîess' clieek,
but sonie trifiîg 1)retty comiplimienits
of Fra Pau(lolf, "-courtesy, slie
tîxouglit, and cause enotîgli for calliîîg
Up tlîat spot of joy. Sie liad a lieart
-iow slial I say ?-too soon mîade
glacd, too easily iîîipressedl." 'riiese
anîd a few succeedinig luxles give lis tie
ducliess' cliaracter, ftull-forîiiîed. Her
niature was sweet, pure, anid unselfisli,
anid got its hiappiiîess froîîî the coîîîîîîoît
scelle.s of life abolit lier. Shie Ioved
duihii aniiaIs, anîd the l)eauties of
nature, and slie felt anîd expressed
gratitude anîd <leliglît for the shiglitest
service (lie lier.

Anîd 110Wv iii juxtaposition ati( cout-
trast to the (Iucless' cliaracter, the
<luke gîves luis oîvn sonie a(l(itîouial
touches. Tliis iudîscriiiiiîîate scatter-
iîîg of approviîîg looks anîd words by
the duchiess did îlot please lier lord.
His favor at lier breast, thc j;ift of a
îiîîie litdred vears' 01(1 line, sliould
have stood iii a hiiglier class thli the
gifts of otliers, yet lie wouild lot stoop
to show lier tixat slie slîould recognize
thîls fact. Slie tîtiglît auisîer lîluîx aîîd
get the best of thîe argumuent, luit eveit
if slie reiuaiîted sulent it wouhd be a
howeriîig of ]lis prîde anîd digîiity to
inakze aîîy explanation of whiat lie
thouglit lier duity «%Nas.

O« sir! slie sîiiled, no0 doubt, wlheni-
e'er I l)assed lier, but whîo passed
witliouit iliuchi the saine sîlîlle ? Thiis
grew, I gave cotîiliands, thxei al

siiîiies stopped togetiier. 'here sie
stand(s as if alive.''

li tîtese Unes we reach fthe clinlia.x
oif the poenîi. \Vhat a picture of a
life's trage(ly (Io thiese short, abrupt
sentences paint for m, Sliakespezire
ili i is -' Otiiello'' lias represenited for
uis the life of J)esdeîîioîîa ini the process
of beiitg literally cruished out, but the
slow breakiiig of thie (hichess' lIeart iiu
13rowinig's 1)oeiIi is flot capabile of
represelitation iin draina or îiovel. li
the abrupt setncsiowever, w'hicli
we liave quoted, the wliole story is
giveit to the ilmaginationi.

Thlese Iiiies coluplete the (lelitieatiolt
of the (lucliess' character. Browniiig
nom, proceeds to giethe fiîîishinig
touches to tlîat of the (luke. He, iii
the saine niatter-of-fact toile wliich lie
liad tised iii (lisctssiîtg lis (lead wife's
Ilicture, nom, tulrus to Zaîîotlier subjeet,
a suhijeet whVlich the iunveihing of the
î'icture liad iterrulpted. Th1le (ilke is
niegotiatiîîg for atiother ularriage, aiid
the stranger is the representatîve of a
certain we'althy count wliose datighter
lie (tesires to wîed. ht is, lie assures
bis visitor, the fair dagtrsself
whichi is blis object, but stîli lie (10es
nlot expect thtat auly just daiml of blis
for lowr-Y wîill he (lisalIowed. Here
w'e get another gliinpse iiîto the liard
and nîlercenlary spirit of the manl.

As the (luke and flhe strailger start
to go down to the comipaîiy below, the
former draws attention to -Neptune
taiinig a sea liorse, tliouglit a rarit-.''
Putting tlîis anid pre-viotis facts to-
getlier, we get a coînplete i(lea of the
duke's cliaracter. I-le is a miemlber of
thte Italian liobilitv, possibly of the
period of the rejiaisisa lce, a period ili
wluchi thîe secuilar iiolilitv and chiurchi-
mîenî were patronts of art, and virtuosi
iii judg<iîîg it, at least froîin the stand-
point of exterîtal beautv of forîn aiid
color, buit seldoîn penletratîulg to its
iiiier spirituial significatice. Tie lives
tliey led miade tiei selfislî anîd des-
trove( nattîral htunau, feelinîgs. Tliey
<Iiscllarge(I no public duities, anid liad
nxo iîîterest ini the life of thie coiiiiîoi
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