
A CHAPTER ON THE SALIBATII.LO

science is avrako te tho intimations of
his Saviour's pleasure, and is prepared
te give a hearty weiceme te tho Sabbath
ditty. That there -was sonae day eru-
phatically called 1 the Lord's day,' is
plain froas Rev. i. 10. But 1 have bec»
unablo to conceive of any sense in which
a day could with propriety be se called,
unless it impiied that it 'was, a day espe-
ially consecrated te the Lord by holy

services-i. e. seme Sabbath day. Lii
perfect koepine %vith this view of the
expression, it is plain that the aposties
ohserved the first day reiigiously, as we
see from, Acts xx. 7. And this fact is
often and ecearly affirmed by the earliost
writers, both C3hristian and Pagan, as
we ail know. 1 really do flot want
more evidence than thîs, te confirru me
in my Sabbath privileges, anid te shew
me that the New Testament dues flot 1
require me te rob my brethren and the
worid of what is, obviously, une of the
most blessed and ameliirating institu-
tions of hoaven, apart frem which, as
unnumbered facts declare, society soon
ruas rampant in vice and luxury; and
the pioty of individuals suen languishes.»'
-,,But 'wby does Paul decas it his
duty te guard the Colossians against
observing Sabbath days ?" " He dues
ne sudsi thing. Hie simpiy guards theni
amist suffering others te 'judge tJiem

in respect te Sabbaths.' The connexion
shows, that ho -was referring te Jewish
Sabbaths, as tise seventh yoar's rest, &c;
and bis meaniug seems te ho, that tbey
should net, as Ïhe jadaizers of the day
were disposed te do, give ethers an oc-
casion te suspect that they ruade their
reigion te consist in ceremonial obser-
vances:- advice which 1 should bo dis-
posedl te give, in relation ove» te the
Christian Sabbath. Lt is a sad thing
,vhen mneu have nothing by which te
judge of osar piety, but our sanctîmo-
nions observance of Sunday." "6lot
this i ail tho religion of many; and
liere is the danger e? settirig apart one
day as more holy than another'1 "Ail
our merdes and duties tee, endanger
us, because of tho perversity of our
flarts. But is it any argument against
the atounment of our Lord, that tise
depravity of sorte mon bas actually
made it an excuse for liccntiousness?
iBrother, pardon me for sayiig: Get
a 5abbatical state of hcart, andi yeu

wil sue» be satisfied with the reasen
your Gracieus Master bas afforded Y4u:ý
that yeu sheuld sanctifyi thse Sabbatls."

SucIs sentiments as these, exprossed
by niy friend, gradually comrended
thýerselvos te my heart and jutigment.
But 1 stili fo=n seme difficulty as te
thse time and manner of Sabbath couse-
cration. Providence, however, appear-
ed for me bore aise. TIse sentiments o?
tIse fuilowixsg pastoral lotter, completed
nsy reconversion te tise trutb on this
subjeet.

My beioved Christian Brother,
Your lowly but sensible communica-

tion settied My deiightful bopes respect-
ing yuui. During all your wanderîugs,
I have watehed over yon 'withi intense
concer», and should frequently have
endeaveurcd te convince y0U o? yonr
dangers, but that tIse positivity wbicb
you new deplore, se repulsed my iirst
and enîy direct attempt, that I deerued
it proper te watcin an opportunity, ini
whicb 1 ruight find you iess confident, te
strive te lead yeu back inte the patha
of love and trutb, which in roality are
identical. That opportunity you now
afford mue, and 1 meet joyfuily avail
myseif of it, te aid you to receive the
statemonts o? Seripture on thse point te
which your inquiries relate.

Lt appears te rue that botb the time
and service of thse Sabbath are left in a
like predicament. The Saviour's iaw
is a law o? liberty. Lt dues not rigidly
exact thse minute detail o? duty, as
though -we were bis slaves; but clearly
inculcates general principles, and leaves
our own consciences, prorupted by love,
and dîrected b ythse intimations of bis
providence an the monitious e? bis
Spirit, te decide on thse partieular ap-
plication of these principles--treating
us as friands. In other words, thse
ructhod hoe has adopted in making known
te, us bis will, seems te say : Il wish
te receivo thse free obedience of love. If
you deom it your rnest welcome privi-
lege te please nie, yeu bave ouly to
abide by the great outine of duty wbîch
Il have drawn, and ondeavour te fill it
up as your circumstauces and my Holy
Spirit, may lead you te think wiil be
most cenducive te my glery; and be
as'nsrcd 1 wvill acccpt and bless your
service. If, bowcver, yeu desiro te
Pvade myV picasure, or te peaigrm it as
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