
VIEWS 0F BAPTISIN BY GERMAN PIED0BAPTISTS.

lias the design to eleanse the baptised
from ail his guilt, and to, introduce
him int the church of Christ as hav-
ing been renewed in his disposition
by the spirit of God, wvhile lie trusts
in the Redeemer, and is filled with
newv purposes, energies, and hopes,
(1 Cor. 6, 11, comp. 12, 13. Ephi.
5, 25-27. Gai. 3, 27. Col. 2,
11-13. Heb. 10, 22. 1 Pet. 3, 21).
According to its true, original design,
it cani be performed only on aduits,
who ar capable of true knowledge
and repentanîce and faitti, and it then
separates the old life and the nev, or
betokens the entrance into the true
Christian life: and theref'ore it is
called the bath of regencration and
renewing of the Lloly Ghost, (Tit.
3, 5, 6, comp. John 3, 5. 6; Rom.
6, 3-6).

The Biblical doctrine respecting
lie different sorts of baptism ; and on
the atowableness of infant baptism. '

No certain example of infant bap-
tism is found either in Holy Writ, or
in the first 150 years of the Christian
church, and we must acknowledge
that its numerous opponients cannot
be refuted on gospel ground ; but wie
own that the practice of baptizing
unconscious dhildren, not only hias
furthered mucli the growth of the
outward church, but is also excused
by the act of confirmation, which ia
said to, ratify baptism, but which lias
in fact taken the place of the proper
Christian baptisrn, and is performed,
by prayer and blessing accompaaied
by the imposition of hands by the
ministers, on those ivho have known
the way of salvation and received the
faiLli in a penitent heart. Yet we
read in Scripture of' certain sorts of
administrationof baptism, with whidh
our usages bear resemblance. We
find (1) the baptism, of John the
baptist, who baptized the penitent
unto the Saviour who was to corne,
which is distinguished as water bap-
lism from. the strietiy Christian rite
or the baptism of the spirit andflre,

whlîi is intended to purify believers
and to fill tiiem with gifts of grace.
(Matt. 3, Il. Acts 1, 5; 11, 16;
17, 19, 52-4). (2), Even Christian
baptis-, is divided into the twvo nets
of u azerbaptism and .spirit-baptism.
For accorditg to the Biblical des-
criptions of the proceedings of the
aposties, tiiere were marîy, who,
thougli as yet without t/iorogh
knowiedge, stili confessed theirfith
in Jesus and desired baptism, and
were thereby received into the num.
ber of the disciples of Jesus, but who
did not till Inter receive the baptism
of the Spirit froin apostolie men
through prayer and blessing acconi.
panied by the laying on of hands,
whieh ratified anid completed thier
first baptism, ( Acta 8, 12-19; 10,
1.7, comnp. 44, 11, 15-17 ; 19, 2-4,
comp. Heb. 6, 2).

If we now hld, in opposition to
these sorts of baptism in the time of
Jesus and the apostles, our infantbap.
tism and confirmation, then the
former may .;n some degree be coin-
pared with John's baptism unto the
unknown Saviour wlîo was to corne,
only that even John demanded sincere
repentance as a condition of his bap-
tisin, and consequently baptized onhi
aduits. Confirmation, on the othir
hand, is mucli related to the apostolic
confirmation or the spirit baptism
(consummatio). Only more care
than is usual oîsglît to be taken, that
no man receives this seal of grace,
wvho does not -ive sure signs of his
susceptibiiaity and worthiuîess. Bat
if we hoîd closely to the evangelic-
apostolie principie, then ought, ac-
cording to the appointment and ex-
ample of Jesus and lis aposte,
children to be eonsecrated through
blessing, (MNatt. 19, 13-15. Mark
10, 13-16. Luke 18, 15, cornp.
1 Cor. 7, 14), and only aduits s/zsd
be baptized, wlîen they have attained
to, the knowledge of their need of
salvation and the means of obtainiflg
it, and truly believe ia the gospel.


