
THE

MIsSIONARY REVIEW 0F THE WORLDU
Voi.. XVII. No. '2 .-Od&zi.-FEBRTJARy_VoLý VII. N. 2 -o efs

CîINESE "ANCESTRAL WORjSHjW."

Dty REV. P W. PITCIIER, &Moy, CHIINA.
Among the interesting Ic.gendaryV talcs ,vith whiell Chinese literatureahounds, none is mnore b)eaujtifîjti tan " Tlw Lend of the Tablet."7 It

rmus somowl- in thiis wiîse:
Years agýo a poor old widow, ith bier eidreu, was s-truggiing with

poverty tu minantaîn lier fanuilv iii food and clothimg. Site wvas a kind andloving mother, sparing miither titfle tior patience', and ever enduring, suifer-in& if thereby site coufl offly Ipînvide sonie j>le.;Lisure for thc loved ones.Stnch devotion and love won the affection and reciprocal love froin ail lierchidren sazive onle. Titis oite %oit iteither kindness tior love could toucbi, labor.she nover SOliard te piess;e bim. li fon aî ih vrtuî lisdinner wvas <Alier ton ]lît or too cold, t-o earlv ur toc late ; blis ciothles toothick or too thin ; aiti everv demnonstration on blis malices part met withsnaris aud growls oit blis. TJîe latl was a ,;iIbplicril Ib occupiation, and oneday be faiied to, put iii ait apIîearuîîce attdiîmcr. tinie. Thie mmotl-mr, otwitlî-standing ail tue abuse shie liadi receivedl at Iiis liaud. wa.s exceûdingh- anx-ions about blis iion-appe.-rance. Site delaved the mîea"i, and waited andtwaited until she found thore %was no mmceid lfoat ngner, wien site tooAlittie basket, lilling it feul of the cboice-st ii-d1c
absent oy. Sucfound Iimu-notstarvi gns, and set out tu find eabsnt oy Sie utid iiii-iý- s:«ivîý* utdeýsperatcly sullen. Thel<ind ai.<l tlitngbItfi dee of blis intier, instcad. of awakening affection,aroused his anger to frenzy. eioing violently enraged, lie began toabuse bier, wbien, in ail uncoutrall,1 1 , fit cf passioni, hoe struck lier a biowthat sent lier Stgeigon the 1-rik .,f a precipîce near whiclh thecy wcrestanding, and before sie could recover lierseif, shei 'venit 4'wcr an-1 down into,the abyss beinw. Frautir withI grief inv7 thels shepîterdl boy rusliedl nadlydown tite umountain-side in scarch 'fr bis ilio ther ; but, ionk wlberc lie wouleï,mit a sign of lier comld ho disçcover. Tihe nily t1îing lie couli sec was atiny '« 'ooden tablt weihiclb, lie. w:ts led to believe, the spirit of isinther had entcred. Takjinz it tup trudcrly, hoe carried it to hiq dtesol;îtehomne, and ever after muade it itis shrine.


