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tic body. holding most vital connec-
tion with every otiier part, receiving
its full share of the life blood and con-
tributing its full sharo to the welfare
of the wvhole. The mnissionary society
is only one of the naines of the churcli,
and every zuember of the latter, from.
the senior bishop to, the youngest pro-
bationer, is also a member of the
former, Jiaving soine part to fill in its
maintenance. The General Confer-
ence, the highest authorîty, the one
body which speaks for the entire
church the world around, elects its
secretaries and treasurers and presi-
dents, appoints its managers and gen-
eral committee, revises its constitution

and sovcreignly regulates ail its ai.
fairs. 'The bishiops appoint ail the
missionaries. Th2 general committee,
meeting annuaily, seleets the mission,
fields and allots the money, ani the
board of managers, meeting inoîîtliv,
looks after the details, -'hie the sec-
retaries conduct the correspondeîce
axid set in motion ail possible agencies
for filling the treasury. So thereis at
last provided here an agency of liîar.
veilous completeness for the purp)ose
in liand-a system of wheeis anxd pil1.
lies and bands in which strength is
combined wvîth eiasticity, and which
moves wvithi a smoothness and effi.
ciency leaving littie to be desired.
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The Situation ini Japan and Korea.
1.-JAPAN.

The statistical report of Protestant
missions in Japan for the year 1889,
published by 1Rev. Henry Loomiis,
agent of the American Bible Society,
is full of suggestions. Its general in-
dications of success are remarkable.
Only fifteen years ago the member-
ship of the churches were buta hand-
fui. The missionary boards scarcely
took the pains to, publish any statis-
tics. It was the day of small things.

It is almost startling, therefore, to,
find now a total membership in the
Protestant mission churches of 81,181,
'with 274 organizcd churches, 158 of
whicli are whoily and 151 partially
self-supporting. Thereare 135 ordained
native ministers and 409 unordained
preachers and helpers. There, are 350
Sabbath schools with 21,597 pupils,
and 17 theological schools with 275
students. The contributions of Uic
churches during the year 1889 amount-
cd to, $53Y503.13. The number of mis-
sionary organizations rcpresented iii
this work is 29, and the numaber of
foreign missionaries is-of men, 200;
-of unmarried female missionaries, 171;
wvitIi a total, including wvives, of 527.

Such is the force now engaged and
the resuit shown is the work of two
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decades-thc average force for that
time having been small. But that
which may be tabuiated in figures 1
but a smail part of what hias been ac-
complishied in Japan. The beginnings
which have been made point te
broader future resuits. Everything
in such a wvork is of the nature of
sceds. Forces are set in motion wvhich
will continue to act for generations.
What if foreigners; should now be
wholly excluded, as were tlîe Portu-
guese missionaries two centuries ago?
Is Ohristianity planted and rooted se
firmiy that it would survive and
prosper if the Japanese chiurchoe
wvere left to, themseives? Judging
from the hfstory of Protestant niis.
sions in Tahite and Madagascar, we
may safely conclude that the work
acconpliied in Japan is a pernia-
nent and enduring power in the land.
.And it is froin this point of view
that we may perhaps gain the strongest
impression of the value of the workof
twventy-five years. Over against the
work *of less than a generation, there
must be set down to the credit side
the endless devclopment and the irn-
measurable fruitage of many genen. -
tions to, come.

0f course missionary influence can-
not dlaim, ail tlîat lias been donc in
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