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And what if WC should neot f tlly succeed? Lot us slip, ose tlue very
Morat -yct one thing is certain, at least, the reproacli of tw i1 Christian
naine Mvill have been removed. It can,11 0 longer be said tlat dthi irclî
is sitting at lier case while the ilolers of darkness scei to triumph.

And lastly, thiere is one great power supIrenle over all, wîiclî '«e -May
believe is 101011Y 011 ouir side, and to thit our pnetitions should arise as
w'jth the voice of oe ecarnest and impilortunate sount Africa is a vine-
yard w1hicli God lias given to lus Son for a possession, aihd the cause o!
African missions is a vine of lis owni rightt hand's planting. Lot us
pray, therefore, Iltlîat the boar Out Of the wood'-" shial not '«aste it,
an1 "the '.vild beast of the field " shiah neot devour it.
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1. THE PROBLEMS.

iTIERr, are few departments e! Christian Nyork that have to meet
sucli shifting problenis as foreign missions. We arc accustoined te tue
rapid mardi ef events, in our own land, but too of tell have an idea that
while WC are Inoving others are standing still ; or cisc '«e lose siglit of
distances of time as '«cll as space, and imagine tlîat changes '«hidi,
even in thc keen air of the West- hlave taken generations, should be
accomplislied in tic E ast iii a few decades. It is one cf flic most diffi-
cult, albeit one of tic essential, elements in a sound judgmenit of our
foreign missions thiat wve recognize, and correctly estiniate, the chiang-
ing phases o! the probleins they hlave to meet.

Whien Americani missionaries flrst entercd the Levant they encoun-
tered a dominant false faith, a, corrupted Chiristianity and Judaisin.
Islam, proud of its past success, '«as confident o! its superierity and
assu.red o! its ability to meet tic rush o! Western civilization, and citier
conquer or utilize it. The Jews, reserved, clinnishi, returned tic con-
tempt of Moslem and Christian witli a hiatred intensified by thc repres-
sieni of centuries. Tlic Christian, guarding jealously tic relies o! the
conquest of flicearly Churchi, Iooked witi disdain at thc offspring o! tic
barbarie West '«ho came to teacli tkiem Cliristianity ! The problei o!
missions in tic Levant, flfty yca.rs ago, '«as to establisli themselves.
secure a foothold.

Thiat foothold lias been secured. Evangelical Chiristianity lias estab-
Iishied itself on a firin basis and is recognized as a pernian..nt factor in
the life o! thc w1hole regien.

Thns its relations have altered. Islam recegnizes a foomanl Worth'Y
o! its steel. Thc. Christian churches are beginning to thîink tlîey have

friend rather thian an elemy. Tlic Jc'«s alone remain uncllanged,1.
apparently unaffected, and Americaiî missions have turned frein thein
te the small element o! original paganisin thiat lias iintil rccenitly baen
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