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And what if we should not fully succeed? Tet ug supj ose the very
worst : yet one thing is certain, at least, the reproach of the Christian
name will have been removed. It can no longer be said that the Thurch
is sitting at her ease while the powers of darkness seem to triumph.

And lastly, there is one great power supreme over all, which we may
believe is wholly on ousr side, and to that our yetitions should arise as
with the voice of one carnest and importunate sonl. Africa is g vine-
yard which God has given to Iis Son for a possession, and the cause of
African missions is a vine of His own right hand’s planting. Let us
pray, therefore, ¢ that the boar out of the wood ” shall not waste it,
and ““the wild beast of the field ” shall not devour it,
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I. THE PROBLEMS.

Tuere are few departments of Christian work that have to meet
such shifting problems as foreign missions. We are aceustomed to the
rapid march of events in our own land, but too often have an idea that
while we are moving othersare standing still ; or else we lose sight of
distances of time as well as space, and imagine that changes which,
even in the keen air of the West. have taken generations, should be
accomplished in the East in a few decades. It is one cf the most diffi-
cult, albeit one of the essential, clements in a sound judgment of our
foreign missions that we recognize, and correctly estimate, the chang-
ing phases of the problems they have to meet.

When American missionaries first entered the Levant they encoun-
tered a dominant false faith, a corrupted Christianity and Judaism.
Islam, proud of its past success, was confident of its superiority and
assured of its ability to meet the rush of Western civilization, and either
conquer or utilize it. The Jews, reserved, clannish, returned the con-
tempt of Moslem and Christian with a hatred intensified by the repres-
sion of centuries. The Christian, guarding jealously the relics of the
conquest of the early Chureh, looked with disdain at the offspring of the
barbaric West who came to teach #Zem Christianity ! The problem of
missions in the Levant, fifty years ago, was to establish themselves,
secure a foothold.

‘That foothold has been secured. Evangelical Christianity has estab-
lished itself on a firm basis and is recognized as a permanent factor in
the life of the whole region.

Thus its relations have altered. Islam recognizes a foeman worthy
of its steel. The. Christian churches are beginning to think they have
o friend rather than an enemy. The Jews alone remain unchanged,
apparently unaffected, and American missions have turned from them
to the small element of original paganism that has until recently been




