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made us reasonable éreutures, we often become injurious to our
neighbours, kindred, or fiicude, and we bring sin and miscry upon
vurselves; for we are accountable to Gody our judge, for every
part of aur irregular and nustaken conduct, whete he hath given
us sutlicient advantages to puard agamst those mistukes.

There are five cininent means or methods whereby the mind 1
improved in the knowledae of things ; and these are, observation,
readmg, instruction by leéturcs, converaation; and meditation ;
which last, in 1 most pceultar munner, 1 called study.

Let us survey the generl defimtwons or descnptions of them
il

. Obecrvation s the notice that we ink» of all occurrences in
huuian life, whether they are seudible or intellectual, whether re.
lating to persous or things, to ourscives or othens. It s tins tiet
furnishes us, vven from our intancy, with a rich variety of 1dcas
and propositions, words and phrascs: it s by this we know that
the fire will burn, that the sun gives light, that a borse euts grrass,
that an acorn produces an oak, that man is a being capable of
rcasoning and diwéourse, that our judyment s weak, that our
hustakes arc many, that our surrows are great, that our bodies die
and are tarricd to the grave, and that one generation succecds
unother.  All thost things which we sce, which we bear or feel,
which we perecive by sense o1 eonsciousness, or which we know
in & direct manner, with scarce any exeraise of our reflecting
fzcultics, or our reasoning powers, insy be included under the
general name of observation. .

When this ohservation relates to any thing that immediately
concerns ourselves, and of whi-h we are conscious, it may be
called cxperience. 8o I amm said 1o know or cxpenence that I
have n myself a power of thinking, fearing, lovr g, &c., that 1
have appctites und passions working in e, aftd many personasl
occurrences have attended me in this life,

Qbscrvation, therefore, includes all that Mr. Locke means by
sensat:on and reflection.

When we are searching out the nature or propertics of any be.
ing bv various mcthods of wrial, or when we apply some active
powers, or st some causes to work to ohserve what eitects they
woild produse, this sort of observation is cailed experiment. Sa,
wh-n I throw a bullet into water I find it smmks; und when 1
throw the same bullet into quick~ilver, I see it swims: but of 1
beat ot uns bullet into a thin hollow shape, bke a dish, then 1t
will swim in the water too.  No when I stnke two fhuts together,
1 find they produce firc; when I throw a sced in the earth, it
grows up into a plant.

All these belong to the first mcthed of knowledge : which 1

“whall call observation.

tl. Reading is that means or wethod of knowledge whereby we
acquaint oursclves with what other men have watten, or publish-
ed 1o the world i their wrinings,  These arts of readiny and
wrtimng are of infunte advantage ; for by them we are made par.
tikers of the sentiments, olw-rvstions, reasonings, and improve.

uent of all the feamed world, in the most remote pations, and

furmer ages almost from the beginning of wankind.

1I. Public or private lectures are such verhsl instructions as
are given by a teatcher while the leurners attend in silence. This
i the way of lcarning religion from the pulprt; or of pnilosophy

or theology from the professoi’s chair; or of mithematics, by a

teacher showing us various thearemns or prablems, i. e. speculations
ar practices, by demonstratinon and operation, with all the instru.
meuts of art neccsmary to those aperations.

IV. Conversation 1s another method of improving our minds,
wherein, by mutual disconrse and inquiry, we leamn the sentunents
uf others, as well as commumicate our sentiments to others
in the same wanner. Somictimes, indeed, though both partice

speak by tume, yet the advantape is only on onc side, as!

when a tcacher and a leamner meet and discouree together @ hut
frequently the profit is mutnal.  Under this head of conversation
we may also rank dspites of varions kinds.

V. Meduation or study includes all those exercisss of the
mind, wherhy we ronder all the former mcthods useful for:

our increase i true knowledge and wisdom. It is by medita.
tion we come to confirm our mcmory of things that pass through
our thenghts in the aceurtencer of life, in our own cxpericnecs,
and in the observations we make. It 1s by meditaton that we
draw varions inferences and ostablish m our minds gencral pnn.
ciples of knowledge.
vanobn id -as which we derive from our senscs, or from the opera.
tions of our souls, wud join them in propositions. It is by inedita.
tion that we fix in our memory whatsuever we kearn, and foim

It is by meditation that we comparce the |
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our own judgment of the truth or fzclm'lymd, the strength or weah.
ncaw, of what others speak or wnte. It is meditation or study that
draws out long chaius of argument, and nearches and finds deep
and difficult truths which before lay concealed in darkness.

1t would be a nocdless thing to prove, that our own ralitary
meditations, together with the fow obrervations that the most part
of mankind are capable of making, are not sufficient, of them.
sclves, to lcad us into the attainment of ahy considerable propor.
tion of knowledge, at least in sn uge a0 much improved as ours is,
withaut the assistance of conversation and reading, and other
proper mstructions that arc to be attained in our days.  Yet each
of these five methods have their peenliar advantagen, whereby
they assist ench other ; and their peculiar defects, Which have
uecd to be supplicd by the othery® assistance.  Let ow trace over
some of the particular advantages of each.—Watts on the Im-
provement of the Mind.

(To be Continued.}

——
MOTHER'S DEPARTMENT.

Mothers can do great thingS.

In England, some ycars ago, a younfr mah ptesented himself
before 1 body of cletgvien to be cxamtned, toat he might be
Licensed to preac: the gospel.  His advanuges for stndy had not
-been very great, and he had many fears that he could not sustain
himself, and answer the numerous questions which lic knew
would be propased.  With a trembling heart he stood up before
his fathers and brethren, and one of them asked him with whom
he had studied divinity.

The yonng man was somewhat confused at this question, for
he knew very well that he had nat enjoyed the mgtructions of
any dstingmshed divine, and repiied with hesitation, “ My
mother taught me the Seriptures ”

Ah,” sud the minister wao had asked the question, * mothers
can do great thimgs

In thesc davs we have the rich privileges of e xeelient seminaries
of learning, where orr yvouth can o und =it at the feet of wise
and holy men, to learn the ward of God and seck preparation for
the gospel mmnistry. But who trains these young men for those
seminancs ! Enpter tnem and ask each suident by whese inflo
ence he was led to conscerate hiunself 1o the service of Christ ?
Of every ten candidates for the ministry, you will probably find
seven; at least, are the sons of pious mothers.  Perhaps they were
convenud in revivals of rebgion ; perhaps fur from home; perbajs
they are reclaimed prodigais 1 but they remember maternal
counsels, and fears and pravers.  ‘Those” were the * last Lnks”
that were broken when they went astrav; those were the fimst
memorics awskened when the Holv Spint commenced the work
of their reeal. * Mothers can do great things™ in traming up
mmistem of the gospel, and the chureh w under decp indebted.
ness to them, for many who are now buming and shining hights
on the high places of Zion.

The retired icther m the country, or the unknown mother in
the great city, with a httle group o children aronnd her knees,
'may not feel the truti, that there s in her hand the power that
| may move the world.  But the unpulse of her heart may be felt
! all over the eartl:; overiummy thrones, reforming nations, dispel-
iling error, spreaang knowledge, and converting souls.  She

ought to feel thes trath, and whenever she imprints a kiss on an

" mfant's cheek, #end to heaven a prayer that the child may be an
, angel of merey to a perishing world.
That was a pleasant thought of some phulosophict, whose name
has now gone from me, that sound ncver ceases; but when a
jvibrition on the air has once bren made it extends and travels,
i diminishing 1n strength indeed, hut never dving; 80 that the soft
whispers of nature which we hear at eventide, are hut the warb.
lings of the m ghticr voices which have started us before, and are
now flving on in ther éeasclesaand alne st silent course. Reverse
this lustration, and it mee1s the case fore me. Thought never
dies.  The impress it maker on the nund at first reaches, i com.
municated to auother and another; the ¢irele of its influcnce, as
more nnnds are touched by ita power. Its flight is onward. 1t
crosses mountams and scatand deserts, leaving its mark on cvery
soul it mects ; it comes back to its sowrce, and =tili travels, il it
girdlen the carth with ity strongth, and mprints 1wl on the
witellect of the world.




