
THE PIBESBYTERIAN MEORD.

"iI'm like to go out of my judgnient," says
the mnan, icwith this reduineuralgia."
Ris friend procures for hlm a bottie of ex-
tract; if lie will only takie a littie, it may
cure him. Re takes the prescribed quan-
tity; lie repeats tlie dose: by and by, to his
great relief, and astonisliment, lie finds a
complete cure lias been effet ed. Now,
don'~t you see, iV was noV thte tac-ing of the
extract that cured the mian, it icas the ex-
tract which oa.s taken. And so ive corne to
understand a littie more clearly w'hat faith
is, and whiat it cati do for us. My faith, be
it the very beet kind of faiLli, le, atLer alil a
poor iweak thingr, and, just because it je rny
fluit, it eau neyer save mie. If I ain to be
saved it muet be by somnething tliat ie noV
la own. So then 1fitli le te hand that
take8 hold of the atoning sacrifice. ]3y te
blood or Jesus Christ alone je the remnisejon
of sine.

But whien ehould a nman begin to realize
the possession of' everlastinc, life. At the
moment of hie conversion : înstantly. H-e
that helievetli hat/i-it le noV said that lie
chall have, or that hie may, have, but lie bas
it already. And wvhy? maniftstly, because
to, believe in Jeene Chris-t is Vo have Hlm) ini
you the hope of' glory, and, Vo, have hlmi is
to liave everlafzting life, for, Christ ks, him-
self, thte £4 veilasting Lffe.

Somie of our readerýt remember the beau-
tiful illustration wviVh which the discourse
was closed. "gSomnetimieq as 1 have been
walking from, ry oNvn church Vo nîy house
in a distant part of the ciVy, of a brighit
starry niglit, gazing iVih ndmiring %vonder
upon that innumerable hoEt which etude
the galaxy in our nortliern skies, and which
are fainiliarly k.nown to us as the fixed
stars, I have given full rein to my imagina-
tion, and, as I looked at Sinius'and Orion
and Aldebaran and Arcturus, and the
Plelades witih their sweet influence, the
thought lias often occurred Vo me,-WhaV,
if (od s-aw fit s0 Vo change Vhe relative
rosti"ns of these shining orbe as that Lhey
shoiuld lie grouped Vogether la the formn of
letters and words. Ancd suppose Vhis sen-
tence thus written acrose th e éky ln res-
plendant Jettera of stars so that evey eye
could see themn,-e« VEatILY.VERîîI. .78Y.
UNTo.YOU.IIE.TKÂT. BELIEVETH.xu.ME. RATI.
EYVERLASTING.LIFE." Whiat a commîotion it
would makel1 All the astronomere ln te
world would lie at their wita'-end, acd
people every wliere would lie struck witli
amazement. But, astounding though it1
may seei, God bas written that sentence in
infinitely grander cliaracters Vlian in letters
of stars. 'Wlere are Vhey ofoucd? Here,in
Eie word. What dol read? Thiese Heavens
and Vhs e&rth shahl pas8 away, but THE
WORD 0F TuE LORD ENDURETU F011 eVEX,

CnUitCII MEMBER1UP. JDOES IT MEANi
AIYTHING ?

It once did. Lt meant noV words bufi
deeds, God-ward and man-wardý. Now, iv.
mneans wl ii not a few, much. less than a
Benefit Club, or Free Masoary. Look
at that congregation of two, ýhree, four,
or five hund-ed members, mnaay of them
ricli in Vhis world's goods, maoy of theni.
with inie hiaaging heavily on their bands:.
ahl of theum weli-dreeced. Theoreticaliy,.
thut je a company of Christ's labourera,
and the field je the world. Whuat le the
net recuit of~their wvork ? Theoretieally,
thut ie one of Christ's reginaents, amnd the.
enemy je uttackicg atevery point. [10w
nurny of these enlisted and swora soldiers.
geV wounded in the figlit ? Theoretically,
that le the body of Christ, and every one
menîbers one of another, In practice, how
macy of them give, even on Communion.
Sabbath, the price of' a bonnet or the cost.
of a dinner party for their brothers and
sicters who have become. poor ?

My friends, we de flot men to bc in-
consistent. Lt mnuet be that we do not;
think about it. But, whatever the cause,
thiere je something radically wrong in the
w.1y we have dcgrraded elîureh, member-
slip inVo an empty forai. Aecording Vo
the mind of Christ it means business.
Aeeordiag to our practice, it means corne-
thing so paitry that we nitrht as well cali,
it nothing-.

Our Chureh has about 650 minieter.
and at least 100,000 mnembers-now what,
doce. ;à chunch exist for ? Iriternally. to
focter christian life. to refine obristiai
eharacter und develope it to cil its right-
fui issues; to cuitivate the communion
of saints, to cars for the poor and Vie
bereaved, Vo bear the bardons of' the
wsak, and reelaim the erning. External-
iy, to seek and cave souis, by preaching
the good news, Vo eend the message Vo
those who have noV heard it; Vo build
up the Kingdom of Christ at home, and
to extend it abroad. Ulow corne of those
objects are beiig carried out, ws cannot
Judget. No Rtatictics oan mnasure Vhe
highest spinitunl work. But, as Vo others,
,Fe eau pidgp. Thç resultas are tabuiated,


