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covolousness i3 of the carth, earthy,
and only rises into tho dovilish when it
takes to jtsclf tho nameo of godiiness, as it
does when it defrauds the Christian Min-
intry of its just dues under the pretence of
n fear of hurting its purity and usefulness.
Rut this pretence is, I beliove, felt to be a
pretence by thoso who make it, and ‘de-
serves no more than a passing notice.
Covetousuess is proverbiaily deaf or very
dull of hearing on one side of the head.
Nusw, if the pavties, who are to give, can
satisfy thewselves that it is enough if they
give when called upon, and that it is no
part of their duty to cnquire for themsclves
and 30 by careful examination ascertain
what ought tobo'given, while those, on whom
the duty js imposed of ascortaining the
waut and demanding the supply, are expect-
1 to fix the amount required at the vory
lowest possiblo sum and make the demand
m the most modest and least obtrusive way
that cam be devised, and in the lowest
possible whisper, how often must it hap-
pen that covetousness will not hear or
will not heed claims so foebly soliciting
its attention. But it is just in this
way {hat the pecuniary concerns of volun-
tary Churchesare treated.  The Minister
«umot urge his own chim very strongly,
uor plead it loudly. If any pious Elder
o: Deacon undertake zcalously the office
of pressing his claims. Instead of being
thanked by ths Congregation for under-
taking this duty, he is regarded ns one
who intermeddles in other people’s matters.
Perhaps he will be told, “The Min-
ister does not complain, and why shonld
vou trouble either usor yourself!” There
i something, 1 fear, radically wrong fo most
viluatary bodies in connefion with this
sibjeet. It is not rogarded as of that im

ptance which belongs to it, nor treated
a2 vital object of their Church union and
ounmunion. Itisleft very much to adjust
iself nsit can, as » matter entirely boiween
Ministers and Cougregations, to be settled
in any way they lke best, without any
decided interferonce of the Church at
large, to seo that it is cither wisely and
o uitsbly arranged or duly observed. It
auy thiug like erroncous doetrine show:
itwlf in the denomination, and appears to
ba spreading,~if any departure from the
standatd of sound woras, from the pre-
seribed form of discipline or order of wor-
ship is heard of) the whole body is astir, as
about & thing that deeply concerns the
whole ~—and this is right. But the most
gross apd undenisble dercliction of duty in
opo or oven in many Congregations in the
matter of tho support of the Ministry is
nat viewed as a circumstance that should
nxeite any Hvely alarm for the cause of
truth and godliness, or call for any
united testimony agninst it, or any marked
disapprobation of the conduct of the offend.
ing partics by the whole Church. Tt is
viewed as a mere private matter interesting
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ohiefly to tho partivs concerned § in somo  of the support of the Ministry, which liesar
cnses a9 o good Minister's trial, in others  the foundation of f\l! their efforts, every ono
a3 n carcless or imprindent one's jast pun-  is loft at perfect liberty, no one asking au
ishment.  Meanwhile the exil may be sap- account of it at his brother’s hand.  But
ping the religion and morality of the it is vain tu separate what G?d has joinat
wholo denomination, ns in many instances, together.  While Congregations afloct to
I am persuaded, it is, poisoning tho whole, seek union and _communion in heavenly
relation between Minister and people, and and spiritual things, and negleet these
between Congrogation and Cungregation, carthly things, they labour but in vain,
wealthy and liberal paying Congregations | While they affeet  with united  voico
buying up from the poorer or less Lberal to speak the same things, with united
ones the best, or such asx are considered . prayers to ask the same things {‘rom Gfod
the best and ablest Mivisters in the con- | in bebalf of his Church, to ask h}s blessing
nexion. In the Congregation thus de- ' upon their united cfiorts to maintain that
prived of a Minister, the puur feed them | form of sound words, that purity of war-
selves despised, amd the yroud feel them- ship which they have agrewd upon, but do
sclves affronted.  The Congregation, which | uot unite their money efforts, what bless-
thus gets n Minister, focks as if it had | ing isto be expected?  When Congrega-
bought what it ought not to have bought | tions stand alvef from onc another with
and which ought not to have been sold. | culd carefulness in temporal difiiculties, ex-
In wmany cases the Minister feels he has tend help when needud only upon sore
been both hought aund sohd without his al- ;prvsafng, as a matter of great grace, and
ost having aword to say in the bargais.ne- | do it even then ver) ungracionsly as if thoy
gessity leaving him littlo room for choosing. | would rather it conld be as oided, w}m't. on
If good men feel cunstrained to connten- fidence can they have in one another’s sint-
ance such things, there are others acting ' cerity, ami zeal about spiritual things?
from very different motives who shelter | They will please neither God nor man,
themselves under their osample.  ‘The | The dittle hielp that is given, and the way
ovil effucts arising from the waut of proper ; in which it is given among Churches in
arrangements for the support of the  tvmporal things, is no.tusbecometh Chris-
Ministry, between the Minister and Lis tians.  The very dog is much more attach~
people, are stifl more deplorable than thoseed to his benefactor Ly little shows of
between Congregation and Coagregation, | hindness than by the food he reccives, and
Covetous grudgings, and evil surmbsings | greatly prefers, I am persuaded, and much
on both sides too often camse the preach-  more enjoys the bit from the hand than
ing of tho Guspe! to seem little better than , the crumbs that fall from the table. A
a mockery or empty form to both preacher little less pride and show of patsonizing
and hearars, The Minister, smarting un-{ and display of bencfiting, and a little more
der the sense of injustice, of which he is | bretherly kindness and charity in bestow-
not permitted to complain, feels, while he | ing withont sceming to think, still better
addresses his Congregation as men profess- , without thinking of the superiority of the
ing Christianity, lie coald botter buar their i giver over the receiver; O ! what wonders
injustice, if they were professed heathen.  wonld it work in the Church !
The people, an the othar hanl, areready to.  The whole tenor of Cl)ur{:h hut.ory woz_xld,
interpret every murnur that escapes from (1 feel cortain, if xn\'cstxgntcd with an im-
the Minister on this subject, as a proof that, | pastial desire to ascertain the fact, confirm
while he preaches against covctousness, he | the principle which I stated at the begin-
ia himself covetous ;—that, while ho warns | ning of this letter, that t!'tcro i3 an intimate
them to Ueware of setting ta0 hizh a value jand  influential connesion between the
on tho things ofthe world, he is himself | liberality or penuriousness with which
very anxions abont the same things of the , funas are contributed, and the wisdom ar
world, Much of this here wmight bejfolly swith which they are distributed and
under any system of supparting the Minis- japplied, and the accomplishment of the
try ; but the oxil i3 unspenkably aggravated {great ends of all Christian fellowship.

when there is no system but thatof Jem-|  To come to Modc:m times. For varions
ing the matter in every case to bo settled jreasons I do nut \vzsh'p:zrtlcu}arly 1o con-
between the covetousness of the people un | sider the ease of the Free Church of Scot-
the one hand, and the necessity of the lnd. But all the leading men among
Minister on the other. Thisis » matter  them have given unequivocal testimony
which it belongs to the whule body tothat on this hinge of o wise and vigorous
consalt and deuide upen and to take order system of finance they consider the suc-
for, and make some general arrangement cess of ali their other cfforts mainly to
with regard to, as well as the doctrine that | turn —and they are right; and itistobe
is to be taught, and the discipline and  boped they will give nocar o covelousness
Church order that is to beobserved,  Jtis cloaking itsclf under = false spiritual-
vain for men to unite into Churches, and as , ism, calling apon Ministers to be content
it wore, pledge themselves to stand by one, with the smallest pittance on which soul
another in maintaining and prowoting the,and body can be kept toguther in order
same spiritual objects, while in the matter. that the peoplo may  enjuy 19010 of



