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take to ascertain, whonever ap accusation of ro-
straint or compulsion by.fesr or foroe is brought,
the true stato of the caso, and then only-with tho
intention of securing the most unexoeptiolble free.
dom of choice,”’

- @he Ehureh Eimes.

AR ———

“HALIPAX, SATURDAY, OCT- 31, 1857.

Tax . following from a Charge lately delivered by
Arxchdeacon Sinclair, to the Clergy at the Visits-
tion of the A_;fcbdaacqpry of Middlesex, contains
topics wortby of being carefully considered s—

RONANIST UNITY AND ZEAL.

** Bofore concluding I am desirous briefly to in-
culcate some important lessons which we may derive
with advantage from.our bretbren of the Chureh of
Rome, As a communion they discover in tke
managoment' of their affairs far more than'we do
* of tho wisdom of the serpent ;' and our blessed
Lord himself has forewarned us ¢ that tho children
of this world ure in their generation wiser than the
children of light.” It was, thercfore, to bo ox-
pected that, although upon the whole they would
be a warning to us, they would, in some respeots,
bo examples. to us of sound judgment; deserving
our imitation. And :

* First, they ave cxomples to us of unity. Al
though they have many scrious differcnces among
themselves they will on no account break off com-
mubnion with one anuther, A large proportion of
the questions most vchemently agitated amongst
Prctestants, such as those respecting grace, elec-
tion, and predestination, are also warmly agitated
among them ; but those disputes eause no dissent,
oo schism. * Their kingdom is not divided against
itself.” They present a bold, compact, unyielding
front to all opponents.

«* Here, then, my revercnd brothren, we bavae,

as I said before, a lesson ‘of unity—an example of
rmautual forbearance. It is, no doubt, a lesson
which belongs especially to our lay bretbren. We,
the clergy, are not in danger of seceding to any uf
the sects around us. But amoog our lay brethren
a call to unity is greatly needed. Too maay of
tbem are very far from appreciating it¢ benefits.—
They road and admire their Saviour’s pathetic ex-
hortations to peace and concord, and His earnest
prayer that all Hiy followers may be one, oven as
He and the Fatber are one. And yet they seldom
think of unity as a blessing or a duty. On any
slight occasion of offence they at once withdraw
from the Church of their fathers and form a separate
communion. This new communion again divides,
and division follows after division uatil the Romau-
ist is able to contrast with triumph the Catholicity
of his own Chnrch with the broken, disjoiated, and
fragmentary condition of what he terme * the great
Protestant schism.’

%At the samo time we cannot but observe with
satisfaction a growing disposition among Protesiants
of all denominetions, both at home and abroad, to
reverence the Church of Eogland ; to appreciate
our firn adberence to primitive truth and order ;
the solemnity of our forms of worship, free alike
frow superstition and enthusiasm : the stability of
our system amidst the manifold changes around us,
and the welladjusted comprebensiveness of our
articles and formularies, neither latitudinarian nor
exclusive, but izost happily adapted tv be a comnon
rallying point for all believers, who, while they
protest against the errors and idolatries of Popery,
adhere to the ancienf creeds of Cbristendom.

**God forbid, 1ny reverend brethren, that any want
of judgment, encrgy, or moderation on our part—
any want of mutual forbearance—any tendency,
real or suspected, to Romanistn or Rationalism-—
should retard the progress of this well founded,
most salutary, and most auspicious impression in
our faver.

** 2. Another characteristie of our Romish breth-
ren worthy of our imitation is their zeal. They
love their Church. They make any sacrifice to
promote its interests. They compass sea and lund
to make one proselyte. They never allow pecuni-
ary resources to be wanting whea tho Papal cause
is to be advanced. They provide rot oaly for what
is necdful, but for ornament ; not only for home,
but for for&;& objects at the extremities of the
carth. Tha'fféasury of tho Propaganda, however
largely drawn'sfion, is pever exbausted. We be-
hold in our own country overy day fresh results of
Papal zeal in new seminarios, uew chapels, new
colleges and cathedrals rising in all directions for
tho diffusion of an unscriptural Christianity.

“ Would to God that the same encrgy could be
infusod into tho-aity of our owa communion. No

- one proselyte’—far from

.itsolf. Who-can tell how grievously tho cause of*

doubt there are individuals as sealous in advancing
the cause of truth as our Romish brethren in propae
gating error.  But this earnestneas is far from
general. There aro not & few, professing to belong
to us, whose negligenco and lekowarmness present
a melancholy contrast to Papal industry aod liborsd~
ity. Far from compminf * gen and land to make

ibprally supporting rwisei.
onary enterpriga abroad-~thdy will not even make;a
sactifice, for honue objects, and will calmly allow the
body of the peoplo from want of Christian oducation
and the means of grace to fall away,

* As regards ourselves, the olergy of this arch-
deaconry, X rejoico to think, not only that wo are
zealous, hut that our zeal is increasing. The great
evil is thot it is not always a zeal * according to
koowledge > Xt is too narrow, too exclusive, teo
suctional, too much alloyed with partisanship.—
Many of us aro more anxiouis to promoto tho inte-
rest of sor1e party in the Church than of tho Church

nationnl education, and of Cbhurch ext.-sion, on
which, under God, depends the very existonce of
our Churlb a3 a vational cstablishment, have suffor.
od from our upnhuppy wuarrow-mindedness? 'I'bis
ought not so to be. We belicvo our Church to be
especially in accordanco with tho will of Christ.
Wo cansider its doctrines and forms of worship pre-
eminently adapted to renow wmankind in * the spirit
of their mind,” and to prepare them for immortality.
Professedly fhe chief object of our lives is to defend,
to strengthen, and render more effectivo this great
instrument io the band of God for saving souls, O,
let us, then, be consistent; let us be prepared, for
the sake of our beloved Cburoh, to sacrifice all
party prejudice, all sectional animosity, all self-
conceit and love of sitgularity, all tkat can prevent
us from uniting for the advancement of Christianity
in its purest form.

** But the characteristic of our Romish brethren
wuich, in conolusion, I would especially recommend
at this timo to your imitation® is their steadfastness. °
Thoy maiotuin inviolato all the articles of faith
which they believe to be included in the Cbristian -
system. While they cbange their politica from
time to time, according to their notions of expedi-
oncy, they will not alter their religion. They will-
corcede nothing to any party, however numerous
and powerful, waich threateas to desert them if the
concession bo withheld. They uphold every tenot,
bowever inysterious, which, as they conceive, was
established by the autbority of their infallible
Church. They take their stand upon a principle
not to be deuied, that they are not eatitled to aban.
don or explein away any one Dirine institution or
revelation. Thij, my Rev. brethren, is to us a
lesson of consistency, a caution against a pliant,
vacillating, compromising temper—against the dis-
position to explain away the wysteries of the Bible,
and wrest the Scriptures into conformity with the
alleged dictates of reason. Such a tendency, as I
conceive, is more dangerous than avowed infidelity.
Our stronghold may triumphantly repel an open
attack, but by a series of concessions may be steal-
thily undermined and made untenable.

RATIONALISM.

““The Rationalist, in his desire to remove all
mysteries from religion, begins perbaps by rejecting
demoniacal agency ; then calls in question the doe-
trine of the Trinity ; explains away sacrifice, atone-
ment and mediation ; denics the efficacy of prayer ;
tampers with the inspiration of Holy Seripturo ; re-
duces first une miracle und then anather to the level
of natural events ; and finally, upon the convenient
and pever failing bypothesis of * accommodation®
(that is, upon the assumption that our Lord and
His Apostles accommodated their teaching to (he
prejudices and expectations of their hearers) is ena-
bled, without renvuncing the name of Chulstian, to
deny all miraculous agency whatever. Henco itis
that Jearned ductors and professors, in their so-called
* Tnstitutes of Dogmatic Christian Theology,” have
not serupled to overturn the very corner stono of
Chuistianity, by representing the resurrection of oar
Lord, not as an sctual wiracle, but mergly as an,
accoinmodativn to the received opinions of the Jew-
ish people; *mythus pocticus’ to be understood
* sensu aliquo moral, sive allegerico” And bence
it is affirmed with much consisteoey by Wegschnei-
der, Ehrbart, and others, that the doctrine ofa gen-
eral resurrection is so far from being reconcileable
with right reason, that * plurimds gravissimisque
impediatur difficuitatibus.’ ‘

*¢ In this lund of common sense and truthfulness
we mwight bave hoped to escape altogether the conta:
gion of such glaring inconsistency and dishonesty ;
and certainly no Anglican divine has yet cxhibited
such proficicney in rationalism as Semler, Panlus,
Ehrbart, or Wegschnieder. 'We may also bope tuat

many, many years will elapse before the extreme

“herenies X havo quo;oé':;am;omlilgated a;;)hg us.

But we must resist thebeginning of evil. Wo must
ot suffor it through our negligents * to inoreaso unte
more uagodlinese.” We bave alréady to lamens
that even in our seats of ledrning men of talent-and
crudition, devoted to German studits and inventions
havo endeavoared to rentseiplausible dootrinal: state-
ments altogether incomsistent; with our Church of
Bogland views of Soripture (rath.

.+ Lat ,us, thorefore, X repeat, take warniog bee,
times; let us withatend)ak the outset all approach fo.
Intitudisarian comproseisg:. ., Let us beor in mind,,
that if once we givo'up the gueation * What mith
the Lord 2’ and begin to, subetitute the inquiry,
* What would it be reasonable %r the Lord to aau’;’
wo havo entered on a downward course, whicg i
g:rsisted in must lead to deisw and infidolity. And

it well remembored thai'rationalism never codld
;have acquired -ascendanoy among the Swiss and
Germap Protestants had not the clergy been allow-
ed an almost unlimited-liconss in subsoribing the
appointed creeds aod articles of faith. What cx-
tromes of mischiof might not boe dpprehended, when
tho candidate for ordinution or inatitution pledged
himself to believe, to 1each, and to preach Christian-
ity as it is to bo found in the Augsburg, or in the
Heidelberg, Confeseivn, and then publiely repudia-
ted the vory doctrines which thoso confessions were
especiolly intended to declare 7, It is olear that ke
could only have subscribed them with'the sweaping
Tagurvation, so fur as thoy are agreeable to right
reason-—a roservation which. would have equally en-
abled bith to subscribe tho Vedas, the Shaster, or
Koran. L et ne s
s 1 repeat, then, let us bo resolute and decided,
Let our signatures coatinue to imply, as beretofore,
our unfeigued assent and coasent to the traths con-
tained in the documents to which wo affix our names.
Lot us * not give place by subjection,” no, ‘not for
an hour,’ to rationalism or infidelity, * that tho truth
of God may remain among w”

B T T V)

THE PAS} DAY.

His Excelldncy tho Lieatenant Governor having
appointed Friday (yesterday,) to be observed as u
day of Fast und Humiliation before Almighty God,
on account of the distresses in India, the Proclas
mation was obeyed by all excopt the Roman Catho-
Jies, whosw ecclesiastics appointed this day (Sature
day,) to be observed, instead. All business was
suspended, tho public offices, stores and shops
closed, and tbo City wore the, stillness of the
Sabbath. The Churches and Bleeting houses wero
opened for Divine Service. Av air of devout and
jmpressive scrivusness prevailed, which showed
that i the afflictions of the nation the community
recognised a God of justice and wercy. May the
prayers offered in sincerity aod contntion of heart
upon the occasion, mcet with acceptance at the

Throne of Gracs.
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D. C. S.

Tue Sub-committee appointed to consider the
geveral question of as *-tance to Parishes of long
standing which may by impoverished by the una-
voidable withdrawal of foreign aid, beg to report,
that, while looking 10 the employment of additional
wissionarics in new scttlements as the first objects
of the Society, they entertain the opinion that it is
expedient, and greutly to be desired, that the D. C.
S. should, as far as possible supply all the deficien-
gies in the o'd, especially during tho first stages of
such a reverse ; but that with the present hmited
income of tho Society, such a thing is altogether
jimpracticable. ’

‘The Sub-committee would urge it as a new mo-
tive for the more strenuous exertions and the larger
liberaiity of Churchmen, that, in the future, we
may be in the position to meet such cmergencies.

The Sub-committee are aware that it is unnecessa-
ry to recummend, that, when it shall please God to
put it into the bearts of Churchmen to placo larger
funds at the disposal of the D. C. S., the work of
partial endowment should commence with the most
destitute settlements’and ill-provided parishes ; but,
they may be permitted to express the hopa that in
the City, aod in Towns with larger means and a
more cnlightened ‘population, a generous spirit of
iudependenco and a Christian spirit of love to others,
will render the action of the Society altogether ua-
necessary in their behalf. N

At present there are some Missions in this Dio-
cese where the incumbents have a smaller etipend
than tho Assistant Missioraries of the D. C. 8., and.
whero the deop poverty of the people preclude the
hope of much increase for many years to como ; and
should it be found that the inocme of the Society is
in oxcess of its expenditurs, there is no doubt with
the Subcommit‘co that thoy should be the first ob-
jects of coasideration. .




