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Shelections.

VAN WAL NSNS
THE SUNDAY MORNING'3 DREANM.

[The following very improssive tract is now being
largely circulated w Eugland, aud is repritited for
the first tiwe in this country in thus paper.—Ed. Ep.
Rec.]

My fiest day of returning bealth, after mapy wecks
of sovere illucss, wae & bright Sunday in June. 1
was well enougli to sit at an open window in my easy
chaiz, and as cur bhouse stood in & pleasant garden in
the suburbs of London, the first roees of the year
scented the soft breege that fanned wy pale check,
and revived wy languid frame. Tl bielh:of vur pa-
rish church wero just beginning their chimes, aud the
familiar sound awakened in we an intenss longing to
be with my family oncs more a worsbipper in the
bouse of God. I took up my Bible and Peayer Book,
which had been placed ready on the tablo beside ine,
intending 1o begin to reud, whon the bour of the
eleven o'clock servive should be announced by the
ceasing of the bells; and, in the wmrean tme, closed
my eyes, aud soothed my impatient wishes by pictar-
ing to mysell tho ehiady avenues of bloroming limes
that led to our church, and tho througs that woul?
aow be catecinyg it for the public worship of the day.

Allat once X scemed to be walking iu the beautifu!
churchyard, yot prevented from gratfying my cager
wish to eoter the church, by some irreusible though
uueeen hand.  Onv by ups the congrepution, in ther
gey Sundoy deesser, pasaed we by, and went in where
1 vainly strove to tollow. The parish cluldren in two
lony and orderly trains defiled up the Maircases into
the galivrivy, und excepta few suaypleve hurryny i,

" a8 feehng thenselves late, 1 was lett alone.

Suddenly I was conscions ol tome awlul presence,

.and felt mysell addressed by o veics of most sweet
. golemnity in words to tbis ulleet: » Mortal, who by
-divine murey has just boeh permntied to retuin from
the gutes of the grave, pause before thou enterest
-~ God’s holy house agam ; reflect how often thou hast
profaned bhis soletun pubiic worship by srreverence,
or by iuattention, which s lus sight arreverence )
consider wetl tho  arear prvilege, the vuespakabie
beanefit and blessing of united prayer, lest by sgam
abusing it thou tire the vatence of thy long-sufiveng
God, and tempt him forever to deprive thee of that
which bitherto thon bast eo Intle valued”  Seeung me
castdown my eyes and blush with eonscions gl
the gracious bemyg continued m a wilder tone, *¢ 1 am
ont of those angels comuanioned w gather the prayert
of the saints, and for ther nto *wroathy of odurons
sncense  that they may rize 10 the throne of G.d
Enter thou with e, and thon clalty tor by warnag,
be able to discern thuse amony the devotions about w
Ue offered which are scceptabie 10 b, nud to see
bow tow in vumber, how weak, nud anworthy twey
are.”

As he ceased speaking T found myaelf by the sde
of thu angel sull, but within ke church, and o pla-
ced that I could distinetly :ee every part of the
building,

4 Obsorve,” said thu angel, * that those prayers
which como from the heart, and whnh aivne aseend
on bigh, wiil se.z:to be witered alowd.  Thcy will be
more or less audible  provoctwn 10 their catnestuess
—when tho thoughts wand 1 the sounds will grow
faint, and even cease altoguriier.”

This expiziaed 20 me wiy e orgamst, though ap-
parently playimg with wll be anghi, produced no
sound, and why, presently alter, when ibe service
began, though tne lips of many moved, and all ap-
pearcd attentive, only a tew faint wurmarings were
beard.

How ztzange and aveful ic was to osote the sor: of
death-like atlence that prevailed in whols pews, in
whicl, as was thus ¢ovidenty; no beart was raised in
gratitude to beaven,  Liven in the Te Devm aud Ju-
bilate, the voices sometmes sunk into tota) silence.
After the Creed there wus a low munnuring of the
versicles, and then ditine: znd cless above all viher
eounds, a sweet chitdish voce sofily and reverently
repeated the Lord’s Prayur. I turoed intotho dircction
of the sound, arnd distinguished 2muag the parish chile-
ren a very liztle boy.  Ilis hands were clasped tczeth-
er, &3 be knelt bis cacs were closed, his gegtie face
composed in reverencs, and as the angel wrote oa his
tablets the words that full from those infant hps, biy
saile, like a suubeam, iliuminated the chuich forawo-
ment, and I remewber ke wwerds of boly David, where
be a2y, % Qui of the mouth ofwbates and sucklings
Thou bast porfected praise.” .

Presemily 1 was again.reminded of a scripture pas-
wgg—the prayer of tho publicau. A wreiched-look-

ing man; who ewept the croming ncar the chureh,
lounged into the centre aisla dnring thy reading of the

Tho second leseou was 1ho 24th chapter of St Mat-
thew,some versus attracted bis attuntivn s be listened
with wore and more seriousuiess, until wt lenath he
put bis hand over his face and exclunied aloud,**What
will become of mas at the day of ju ,.aont; Lord bave
“werey upon me aeluner.” That veayer was isertod
on the angel'y tablets.  Ob, wuy it not stand ulone,
but be an awakenlng of better things. May Gud in-
deed bave mercy on ench poor neglected ouve as bey
and raise up some to teach them, xud care for iheir
itmortal souls.

After this, growing accustomed to the brokun wur.
murs and mterrupted rounds, 1 followed twany & bum.
ble Christian throuph laige portions of the Litany:
through oficn, whiie I was Lutening with hopeful attens
tion, a sudden ant 1o1al pause showed but too plainly
that the thouglits of the kneeling supplisut bad wand-
ered far Away, and that he who upprared so ournest
in bis devotions bad becomu languid and sifent hke she
123t of the congrepstion

“'Thou art ehocked at what thou hast obssrved,”
paid the angel, + 1 will show thos gieater abomations
than theee, Goil s 2ltong and patent: he is provok.
cd vvory day.  Listen now, and thou sbal hear thy
thoughts ol aii shezo people; o shalt thou have sowe
furnn idea of the (orbearance God euntinually exercises
towards those who draw nicar to Lim with theis lips,
while thew Learts are tar from bim.”

As the angel ¢pols wy ears vere deafened with a
clamor which would have been sbocking in a public
wweting, but which bere, in God's holy house, was
awfullv profsne. ‘Lhe ccuntonance remamed mdeed
a1 compaserd anyd serious as betare, the lips woved with
the words of prayer, but the phiuases they utiesed were
of the werld and its veenparions.

# 11w shametulls lato Mrs. Slack slways cowes,”
suid one women, wWho, locking over the cdge of her
Prayar-Book, 2aw her neighbor and o vain of davgh-
ters buxtle anto thy vest pew. ' What an exawple to
set 1o ber tandly, thank gouducss o oue can aceure
e for that sia.” ** New bonunets again already 1 ex-
clam.ed the fast coter, redutnng thy peighborly glance
trew the other seat, ere shie conposed herself 1o thy
gemblanee of devetivi,  ** How tbey con aflerd it
hieaven only Loows, end their tathier owmng all bis
Chrisuuas s set. 1t oy girts lock cbabuy, sl least
we pay our debr”

“ Al! there’s Thon Scott,” nodded & sonng man
to s friend 1 the opposiie Zallery, « he 13 growing
quite 1oy ousand respectables ddectare, Unbasbeen
to church two Sandays tuaning:  low wuch lonper
will the devout it ket 27

These were vhukong and striking exawples of
irreverence . there woere bapply pot many such, the
wvolumury wanuerings of thuught were wore cow.
wo.

1 was muck: interested ina young couple near we,
whosa attenbion 1or 3 cutsdeaable part of the service
bad been reinakable.  From the dress of the youny
wan I judged 1m0 be a clertiman, the lady wore
decp mourmnyg ; they wore evideatly bclrolbcd,—-lbcy
read wut of one bovk. Grudually be forgot the awlunl
presenee in which be stood, b eyes wandered from
the Bable to her wemle face, and fixing there, called
off 1> thoughts 1rom beaveu.  * low good she is,” he
began to :ay,* how attemive to L . prayeis, as 1o all
oiher duties ! What 3 aweet wile she will make !
Hows bappy 1am 10 hzve won her love” By this time
the canntenunce of the Young nirl wore an expresion
which showed that :be feit tho exrnestness of bis

aud though she looked «t the book somw winutes lon-
gor she 100 began to munwar of cartbly tiungs, and 1
heard Ler say, * Ob, how hie loves my~—evea hese Lie
cannot forget thotlmn beside bim.”  Ii was wany
unnutes bofore eitber of them returned in spirit to
their devotiony.

As the service proceeded, the atteation of the con-
gregation flagred wore aod more—tho bubbub of
worldly ik mereased. Oue man composed 1 letter
by intended toreml, aud even akiered whole parages,
and rounded elegant periods, without one check cr
secollection of tae boly place where be stood.  Ano-
ther repeated a long diaiozae which had passed between
bicaself and a friend the night before, and cousidered
how L wight bave apoken moro to the purpose. Sowe
young zirls reheansed scenes with their Jovers—some
recalled the incidents ¢ theirlast ball.  Careful house
wives planned schemes of cecuomy, gave warning Lo
their servants, arranged the .turning of a gown; or

decided on the wost bocoming trimming of a benuete

lessauy, his occupation bang tor the hour euspendsd.’

paze; her eyelids trembled—Lor attention wavered, 1

To me, conscious of the t~cording angel's presance ,
all this solemn mookery of worship was (rightful. 1
would uave given worlds t0 arouss this congregation
to A runsv of what they wers domnyg; and, to my'coms
{ort 1 saw that for the involuutary offuiiders, a gantle
warting was provided,

A frown from the angel, or the waving of his jmpa-
tient wings, a9 it about to quit a place s desecrated,
recalled the wanderiug thouglits of many & sonl, ua-
conscious whence cume the bieath that revived the
dying flsme of his duvotions. Then seit-blame, tears
_of penitence, and bitter remoree, of which those kneel-
ing nearcst knew nothing, wrung the beart, shocked
at its own careless ingratitude, wondering at and ado~
ring tho forbearance of the Almighty, wlile more con.
cenirated thoughte, and I trust more fervent prayer,
succeeded to the momen tary forgetfulness.

In spita of all thees hielps, however, the amount of
real duroron was ewall: and when I locked at the
augel's tablete 1 was shocked to sae how little was
written thercin, )

Out of thres bundred Christiags, thought I, assem-
bled after a weck of mercies, to praise aud bless the
Giver of all good, ave thees faw words the sum of what
they offer !

*Look to thyself,” raid the ange), reading wy in-
most thoughts. @ Such as ihese are, such bast thou
long been,  Darest thou, alter what bas buen revealed
to theu~~act such # part ngain ¢ ob, could thy mortxl
vars bear to listen to the “ongs of the rejorinyg angels,
before the throna of the Almighty, thou wouldst indved
wouder at the condescending inercy which stoops to
aceept thesa few famt wondering notes of prayer and
praise. Yot the sindess augels veil their faces before
bim, in whose presenice man stands boldiy up with such
mockery of worelnp as thou bast seen thus day. Re-
etnber the eclewn warmey, lest hereatter st be coun-
ted to thee as an aggravatien of guilt.”

Suddenlygthe sweet colen voice ceased, the glo-
rious augel disappeared, acd so oppressive seemed
the silence and lonciiness that 1 stasted and awoke.
My wateh pomted to the hour of eleven, it niust bave
Leen the stopping of the bells that interrupted my
slumbers, and all this solewn seens hai passed before
oy wind in the short spaco of a fuw minates,

May the lexson I lvarned in theso few winutes ne-
ver bo efficed from my beart; and if this aceount o
tiem should recali on wandering thought in thy house
of prayes, or teach any to valus more highly aud culn
vats twore carcfully the privilese of Juining in the
pubiic worshp of our chureh, it will tot have beer
written i vain,

TR A AL L LA LU L N - e

A Muncuast’s SYsTRM oF GIVING..A merchaut
i snswer 0 wquistes, Tefers back to o prriod when
b says, ¢ In consceratisy wy lite anew to Gad, aware
of the cusuaring mtluence of riches and the hecessity
of deerding on a plan of charity before wealth should
bias my judgement, and 1 adopted the folluwing sys-
teqs e

“1 decided 19 balanes my accounts as uearly as 1
could every month; and, veserving such portivn of
profits as :ight appoar adequate to cover probable
losses, to lay aede, by entry on a bunevolent 'zsccount,
cne-tenth of the remaining profits, great or smal), asa
fund for benevolent expenditure, supporiing wysoli
and family ca :he rewdming nine-tenths, 1 furtber
determized, that it any tune oy net profits, that i,
profit from which clesk hire and store’ expenses Lad
been dedusied, should exceed £ive hundred doilars
in a month, 1 would give twelve aud a half per ceut.;
if over seven hundred dollars, fiftecn ger ceut. ; ifover
nin: hundred doliars, seventeen and a balf per ceat.
if over tbirteen bundred dollary, tweaty twoand a balf
per ceat. 3 thus increasing tke proportion of the whole,
as God sbould prbsper, uutil, a2 ificen hondred dol'ars
1 sLould give trienty five per cent. or three huudred
und eeventy-ive dollars 3 mooth.  As capital was of
the utmos: importanca to my success in business, 1
accided not to increasa tho foregoing scalo until 1 bad
a ceriain capital, atier which I would give oue quar-
ter of'ali net profits, geeat or small, and on the acquis
sition of arothsr certain amount of capital, decided to
aive Aaly, and 0a acquiring what I determined woyld
be a full suiliciency of capital, then to give the whole of
wy net profits. -

41t is now several Years aince T adopted this plan,
and under it 1 bave acquired « bandsoms capita), and
bave beco prospered beyead my most sarguine expec.
tations.  As, theugh consiznidgiving, 1 Lave ncver
et toucbed the bottom of wy fudd, aud bave repeat-
edly beca surprised to find what large drafts it would
bear.” Trae, during 3ome noutls 1 bave encountered

» salutary trial of faith, whep this rale bas led .me to,



