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Brclestantical.

CONYOCATION

Tue Buhop of London rose to present the report |
ol'a second conumittee, nppointed to considur whother
who great snerease and present conditton of the populas |
tion doos not wako some, dud 1 so0 what, adaptations '

of the Churcl'’s rules needful to wncet theie apirityal !

necesmties.  ‘That repert was 22 follg=s, !

“ The committeo appouinted by the Convocation of '

the provincs of Ganterbury 1o consrler and ropert |

whotber the great increasy and present condition of
the population o not maku scme, and ivso what, adap-
tations of tho Church's sules neediul to cnable ber to !
neet their spiritusl necessitics,’ report—That they

Liave huld frequent mcetings lor tho consideration of

tho subject reforred to them, and that thoy havo a.

greed upon the following conclusions 1=

* That scmo modifications of the Church's rules is |
ucedful to cuablo her adaquately to sminister to the
spiritual necessities of the peoply of thisland ; and
that these medifications may most proparly b consider-
ed with referencp—

1. Lo her sorvices, and

“2. To the ministerial agency which ske now cm.
plays.

Ao to the firat of these, we think it of tho ttmost
impottauce, in the present state of the Church, that
thy servives, as now ordered in  the Bock of Comtnon
Prayer, should be,preserved entire and unaltered , but
woato of opinion that the length of the murniog servics
on sundays and holidaye, especially when tho Com.
sugnion is administercrd to & large body of communi-
cants, ronders it desirable to allow ol its being divided
into different xervices, and used at’vatious houes, We
thorafure think it would bo expedient tuat, at tho te.
quest of the incumbent, or, in his absence, of the
licensed curate of any parish or distslct, the Bishep of
tho dioceso should bs empoweicd to authonze, so long
a3 be shall deem fit, a division of the prosent morning
scrvica ; 80 that eitherthio order for the administea-
tion of thoe lloly Communion, or the order for daily
worning prayer, ey Lo used as o separate survice ;
provided that the wholo iorniug service, including the
Lilany when appointed to be read, be usd aitherin
ong or tvo zervices 1 tho course of the worning ; a
sermon being preacted at either or both seavices.

& As to the order fur cvening prayor on Scaday,
wa seo no nued of suggosting any alteration, expect when
itis used in the sama cburch both on the afternoon and
evening of the same day. In that case, we think it
would bo cxpedicnt, 1st, that a new tabtlo of proper
fessonn should be authorized, which might bo substitu-
ted in the evening prayer for Abose already read in
tho aflernoop ¢ evening servica ; or, 2ully, that at the
discretiso of tue parish priest, wah the cansent of the
bithep, » sulstitutlon should be allowed, cither in the
aftornogn or evening, of ono of the ovcasional services
ficreafter mentioned, provided that the order for even.
ing prayer bo always used oither in tho afternoon or
evesing.

# \We would sugrest that in the present stato of ouy
population, the Cburch would be begter able to minge-
ter to their wants if some well considered relaxation,
of the absolute strictnesd of ber sarvices, ns prescrib-
ed by the Act of Untformity, were adiitted by authori
ty ; and we would enumerato- the fullowing as some
~which might be uselully adopted :—

« Furst, wo would sugaest thatas shorter order for
daily pray er might bo compiled from the Book of Com.
pion Prayer, with a prescrited lesson or lossons of
Holy Scripture, which might be used instead of the
pi esent order for duily morning and even.g prayer,
on other days than Suudays and holydays, in parishes
where the incumbent shall have satificd the bishop
of the diocege that it might beadsvantageously advpted.

# Seconilly, We-would suggest that varicus occasion.
al services might be formed from the Book of Common
Prayer, for use Ia the Chureh with the permission op
thie bishop, on week days, and in addidon to the pre.
geribed services on Sundays.

% We woull specify the following as examples of
such servives :—

« 1. Tke Litany, with a scripture lesson, psalinody,
boly baptiem, churcting of women, sermon, or cate~
chizing, or with auy of thewn.

“1I. A short selection of -cqllects, with the Jord's
Prayer and psalinody, to preceds or foliow asernwnor
catgchizing.

«311. A service, vith sermon or lecture, preparatory
10 1k admimsiaion of the {Ioly Cumpdunion.

» IV, A thanksguiog sesvice, coutaluiey the * Ve
it «Te Dauw,” psalinody, cullicts thoLord's Pray |
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er, & scripthre lescewy, aud tho Genaral Thankiniving,
with or without & sermon.

« V. Services for the deprecation of roinaval of
God's judgments : ono forsied of collects, tho Jonl's
Peayer, penitential psaliny, and & seripturo lesson 3
ancther, vonsisting of tha Litany, with penitential
pralme, and a senipturs besson § either of such servless
with or wiilout a sermon.

“ V1. A servive fi-rimplering the blesing of God on

- hurch mizaions ; wath or without & seruwn.

-

“ VIL A senvleo for childeen,
- Futllier, we thunk it would bo expedient that the
Buhop thould be cmpr.wered to authorizs the use of
tho orde= for the adm:ustration of 1he 1loly Commue

uian as a ceparate service, on any ddy of tho woek

andl that Ly should Lo authivrized 1o allow} on specid]
cceasiong, the substtution of vther chapters off the Ol
and New Testament respectively, for the fint and ses
condl lessons appointed for tha day. Fo» one special
coeasion, ik, AshelVednesday, wo would récomniend
the appoiutment of proper lessone.  Hesides the adepe
tim ot theso ocensional dervices, fiamed from the Buok
of Common Lrayer, wo think it desirable 1that acollee.
tion of psalins snd bymne, to bo ured (n ehurches,
slioull be put forth Ly authority.

* Further, we think it dosirable that o form should
Lo autbiotized * for admitting converts from the Church
of Rome, and such othors as ehall r1enounce their ere
rors, and for restoring such as bave relapsed  and weo
aro of opinion that the form prepared by the Upper
Houso of Convocation In 1714 would, with a fow alter-
ativns, bu prop.r for this purpese.

* Qur attention hias been invited ta certain portions
of our exuting services, and to vertain orders in onr
canone, which arg 1hiought to juterfury with that on)ar-
ged action of the Church, the mveaus of promoting
which we were appointud to cousider.

 As to the first of theee, thoe only one on which wo
would now reinark respects the third exhortarion, fol-
lowing the prayer for tho Church Militan, in the or-
der of the adsninistration of the Holy Cominunion e
Concerring tlus exbortation it was supgested to uf

) that, boing read, as it now is, after tho withdrawal of
1 ull save thoss who haveresolved at that time to com-

wmunicate, and who must bo supposed 1o Lave already
exawined themselves, and aftor such examination to bo
now drawing nesr * to cat of that bread and drink of
that cup,’ the strong eXpressions it contuing as to the
danger ofan unwortby receiving are unsoatonable, and
ary found in practice to disturb the minds of some of
those who remam to connunicate. Theso objections
would, in our judgnent, be in a great degreo removed,
if this address were read, as the eshortations which
precede it are ordered to Lo read, at the conclusion of
tho sermon, to tbe whole congregation, rather than afe
ter tbo proyer for the Church Militant. Having re-
gard to the place of this exhortation, after tho two
which jmmedistely precede ity aud which are distinct-
1y ordered to be rexd at the close of the sonnon, and
to its tenor as applicable to the wholo congregation.
consisting of 1hose who bave, or bave nog, yet resolved
to remain and communicate, rather than to those who
have already begun to take partin tho ccmmunion of
fice, there does not appear to bo so distinct & settlemant
of the place in thoservice at which this exhertation
must be read, as to prove that it may not be read ime-
gediately afier the sermon, and before, instead of af-
ter, Ui prayer for the Chureh Militant, when thie Ho-
ly Communion is administered.

¢ An order in tho canons beasing on our gervires,
which was brought under our notive as containinyg
rales which tend to cramp the Church's expansive
power, by interposing bindrances to tho moro gieneral
use of her oflices, was the prohibition, contained in the
29th Canon, of parents standing as eponsors for their
own children. As tothis, whilst we thankfylly recog-

nizo the great bencfits which sriso from tnpaging.

other fit porrons, where they may be had, fo undértske
the charilable office of sponsors, we arc of eninion that
tho main reasons which apj- ar to us to bave induced
the Churoh of Fuglund to probibit parents acting as
sponsors for thicir own childcen no longer exist§ and
having regard to tho diflicalty now often found, tspe-
vially by tho pour, in cbtainirng fit eponsors for their
ckildren, we thiuk that a relaxation of this probibition
is desirable.

« As to the second head of our inquiry—namely,
wlether any, and, if so, what modification of the
Churcl’s present agency is needful to onable ber more
perfectly to discharga ber spiritual functions—we
would express our opinion,

* I Tha somo additicral agency is nocesrary 10 en-
able the Churh, gyporially in 18rgeand populohs-pa-

sishes, to fulfil hier Loid's comuminnd (o preacy m:;
pel to uvery creature.

1§, That ecms of the present needs of the (kg
might kg supplied by mors general and 2)stemajo o0
operation of the laityin works of Christian chay
in visiting and iustrocting the sick, poor, and tangrant .
in oxborting tho careless§ in teaching cbildren gag
adulta in schools § in collecting funals fop the CX'ensig
of tho Clurch at hoio and abroady and in all ethy
1abours of Christian lovs which can, consitently "i!.h
tho rulva of the Church, be performed by laymen
thiat such works must be undertaken and CODduch‘
under the superintendenro of the parochis) cle
and shoutd bear in marked foatures the character of
being lay assistance rendered to tho ininisters of Chyiy
I thieir proper work, and ahiould Lo cenducted wyy
the eopecial aina of bringing rouls under the direct &,
tion of that munlatry.

« J11. ‘That, besides this more gencral and sTiten.
atio agency of tho laity of the Church, as parecty
district visitors, and the like, somo extension of (179
ministey is greatly necded amongat us.

* Wao ary of opinion that this peed miglt io one
moasurs bo supplied, i€ the Lishops shoull by willias
In such cases as to them wight seen weet, to adut l.o
theordor of deacons literalo persont, am! thosg why
hind not attained the samo profiglenvy tn ke clagicy
laugusges as s now rerquirad in candidates for (he ¢t
fico of a deavon.

 Peovided thaty in all such special caser, tho bigh.
op be satusfi-d as to the moral chatacter and reliziony
Wle of the candidates; as to the soundness of (b
doctrine « their knuwisdgo of the Ioly Seniplares, agd
of tho aiticles and oflfices of the Church : aad thesr pos
saming a peeuliar gift for imparting roluous josye.
tion. LUrovided furthar, that all pessons who bavg beey
admitt=id doacous upon these terms aliall be eteicty
conlined Jo tho discharge of the duties of the diaconaty
as dufined in tho ordinal of the English Cliurch ; shal
be mcapalle of filhng a solo cure; and shall not
adwiseibly to the ofice of priost until they sball bare
sorved five yvarsat least 1o tho lower office, and kare
madv theniselves acquninted with tho brancles of Jears.
ing now usually required of vindidutes for the priest.
bood ; and that these conditions bo stated i their ket
ters of deacon’s ordery,

% Furthier, wo aro of opinion that various meaps
might be adopted to render more effcctual tho cxercky
of the Churcl's missionary oflice towardy our bome
population.

“It isdey iy o bo deprlored that thore areat pre.
sent larga 1. onw of the pourer population, especially
10 our grens towns, who are havitually abscnt from the
public worship of God, and live with Iutls or no stnse
of truo religl 25 and new and incressed cfionts ope
urgently required to give them a saving knowledged
the Gospel, and shelter them within thoe fuld of i
Church, Yor this work thuio is noed of men apecially
fitted for and devoted to direct mirsionary operalioss
athome. We would therofore suggest the placing 1
the nudst of such a population clergymen who might,
with a viow to cconomy, Christian fellowship, asd
united prayers end octivn, Bve together, minhter
one central church, and, with due repard to ecclesias-
tical rule aud avthority, might labour around it in
preachung, exborting, viriting tho sick and poor i
their own houses, and suerintending schools, We
think it would bo desicable that men possessed o
necdfu} gifls for this work ehould be erpeciolly encon:
raged to undertake it for o thne, and be recognized 1
bavinp o special elalin {ur proferment out of public pr
tronage i lees laborious spberee, after a term of ser
siee. .

“ Further, wo think that good wonld result if tloe
who were pained by these means-as.converts were &
eociated together in closer religious-fetlowship and e
tion than bas boen common amongst us. Sach cor
verts, we believe, would thus be themselves builtop
-in-the trug faith, would lLocomd an -attracticn and
shelter to others, and would, under Uod's blessing,
spread around them in their Kowmes, and-amongst tter
companions, gsaving knowledge of Claist aod of ba
Gospol. J

& We Lelisve, fusther, that the due sction of th
Cluirch's missionmiy office amongat tha home popblts
tion would bo promoted, i a bady of clergy were ¢
_ganized Tor the special nork of preaching and éxbat:
ing, undep tlio bishop's sanction, throughout ‘bis dje
cefo. Such-clorpy might most propesly be conpedled
withi the cathedral church, and might be livenred by
the bishup for temporary service in pavhhes whele
thear presence was desiredi by tho paracbial clergy.—~
Wa believe that such an institution wuuld be of greal

‘service In parishes of unmanageallu sizd, tn then
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