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A EING 0F THE GILBERT IS-
LANDS PROFESSING
CHRIBT.

That is alnays effective prenching
which is backed by cornest a.d consist
ont escmple.  Iusiances of thia often oe
our on the Mizssnfivlds., as, for example,
Tumio, fhe Christian chisf of the Keflirs,
or the Pomarcy, of Tuliti. Tn the same
hononrablo line stands the recently con
vorted king of Apemama, Gilbert Islands,
On a visit paid by him recently to the
neighboring island of Maiana he declined
the heathenish dances proposed in his
honour, in such a spcech a3 would have
done credit to other kings of a lighter
comploxion:—

¢1 have come to your island without
crms, for I have given up war. I can-
not accept your 3rinks and games, for
they aro wrong. I have learned that

_these things ave sinful. There is another

life after this,, and if we do not prepare
forit in this-.orld we shall be lost. I
hove heard of Christ, the King of all, and
I have token him for my king. I have
put my wives away, for it is sinful to
have more than one. I have pnt away
all I know to be sin, and made wp my
mind tp live a Christian lifeand stand on
the Lord’s side* Now I advise you all to
& the same.”

So great was the effect produced by his
v7oeds and by his life while on the island,
that the chiefs and people of Maiana for-
sook their fighting, drinking and heathen
dancing, and made Iawe to 2bolish them,
vshile they went to teacher and trader,
asking, ““What must we do to be saved?
—JU. ALiss. News.

RESOLUTIONS.

That admirable man, James W Alex-
ander, D. D., once remarked toa dear
friend, “Y used to make resolutions at
the New Year, but now Iaw dishearten-
ed. The most despondent thought I

ovo is a fear of never being much better
in this world.” And yet, no doubt, those
who knovs him would have said that he
was constantly growing better and more
ripe, and those very resolutions of im-
provement were part of the process of
improvoment. Like other ecarnest peo-

e who aim high, desiring holiness of

eact and life, be caw how far short of
his ideal he foll, and was dicappointed.
Bas if the man who resolves to fight sin
and to cultivate piety comes short of the

moark, how much greatsr will be the
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shorteggning of one whodoss no{X/
solve {o fizht tho flesh, tho w
the dgvill’ The trouble jsmob’y |
solutihosare not worth the w/ ¢
thoy fro worth mal.ing - but the”
; sighif of them. A resolution .,
y cacgy itsoll iutu effect. The resor,
tu-day must be the striver of to dayg
j 2gfin Lo resolver and striver to..
j roj,and next day, and every ¢
“KYuticnt porservance in well domg™
the means of growthin all good thingd,
If, then, tho closing year findswus dis.”
courared by past failures, and almost
afraid to try again, let us rise with fresh
determination that we will do better ond
look to God with cheerful expectation,
A capital text i3 found in these words of
Paul (Phil. iii, 13, 14): “Forgetting
those which are hehind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are beforo,
I press toward the mark for the prizo of
the high ecalling of God in Christ Jesus,

ANSWERED.

An Infidel Jew in the east of London
not long ago iuterrupted an open-air
preacher with the vemork that “‘no suoh
aman os Jesus Christ ever Uved.” A
workingman in the audience turned to
the objector and said:

“Yon brought moa bill for some thinga
1bought of you the ethcr day?” i

“Yes, I did.”

#eAt the top of it you wroto, aftor the
month, ‘18812"

< LYes.”

“What did you mezn by 18§11”

Thero was siloncs. The Jew did nob
know what to s2y.

“*What does 1881 mean? You go buok
$ill you come etonca to tho yeor 1. YWhet
happened then! Itis tho yestof what?”

*'"The Jew had to confess:

“It was tho birth of Him you call
Christ.”

¢Then,” replied. the wrorkingmon,
“don't eay that such & maan mnover lived.
If he ncver lived you have no business *5
put 1881 on the bill.”

Wanted—Fresh aiv in charches, Ven-
tilate! O ye sextons! Many of our sanc-
tuavies are like to the church in which
Dudley Warner asy that he atterapted
to worship, and of vhich he testifies that
the reproduction of the old Gothic is so
compléte that the builders even sezem to
have brought over the ancient aic froma
the charches of the middle ages, Yon
would declare-it hadn’$ changed in two
ecnturies.”
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