able feature so far as large stocks
are concerned.  Aunother  favorahle
feature Is the quantity of grain held
by f{arumers, which I8 believed to bo
jarger then usual at this scason of
tue yeur. There Is aiso the prospect
of & further largc increase In o the
pobulation of the country this year,
by reason of immigration. Altogether
there 13 nothing in the present situ.
atlon tolead to the fear of any retro-
gritde movement. Av the samg time the
siuuation doss pu to shwow that there
i &t muele room  for maprovement
it the way vetali businesy is done in
our rarat distiicls, th the watter of
credite ana coltcctions. Wo ave nog
icard so umuel anout exeessive eredit
hueiness of late years, as formerly,
put the evit of uwnidaly {res and long
wits appours Lo <till prevail w a
much greater extent than would ap-
mar desirable,

-

TRADE WITH SOUTH
AFRICA.

Tho war in South Africa has been
the means of greatly increasing Cana-
dian trade with that portlon of the
world. It is pleasing to note that of
the vast guantities of goods required
for the British troope in South Africn,
a by no means fusignificant portion has
beent supplied by Canada.  Some orders
for tlicse supplies have found their way
to our own city aud proviueo. Several
luts of Manitobn {lour, a8 well us other
goods, have been sent to South Afriea.
It iy this week announced that the
Lake of the Woods Milllug Com-
pany have received orders from the
war offfce lor twenty-five thousand
sacks, equal to {ifty carloads of their
l'ghest grade flour, to b2 shipped im
mediately to South Africa. Half of the
otder is now on the way to St. John
for shipmentt and the balance will {ol-
low next week., This large order for
Mauitoba flour is alone quite an tem,
though only one of many smaller orders
rixceived.

When despotism Iy suppressed in
Soutk Alrica and that country is re.
lieved from the incubus which nas rest.
cd upon it, we may look for & wonder-
ful development in that region, briug.
g wibh It an increased international
tride with other countgries, in which
Canada is likely to freely share.  Our
experters should begin at once to pre.
pore to tako advantage of the opening
for trade expausion, which South
Africa wiil undoubtedly offer from this
vime forward.

<

Circulars are Leing sent out by the
exceniive of the Canadlan Manulactur-
ers’ assoclation to ull the leuding man.
ufacturers of Canada asking for their
views on transportation protiems, and
mviting them to send in apny com.
plitnig of speeific nets of unfairnes:
in the regulation of rutes by the rafi-
way  companies, with @ view to ob-
taining redress.

THE COMMERCIAL

VY AW

The trip along the €, P. R. man line
from Winnipeg to Calgary would give
o eiranger o very {aint idea of the re-
sources of thig country, as tho ifmpres.
sion he would most likely earry away
would be of n vast and almost unin-
habited prairie, broken here and there
by blulfs of trces. This is partly the
condition of the country alvng the raii.
way track, as for various reasons the
Innd is mglectea by the settlor for that
a few miles farther back, but I
he wero {o break his journey and spead
a day at a few of the towns along  the
line or could drive, tho journey from
Portage la Frafrio to .Mooso Jaw by
daylight, he would find instead of
great stietehes of wiid prairie land
Jarge fieids of grain and lherds of cat
tle, and at intervals of ten or lifteen
miles  thriving market towns with
n yearl) business turnover that would
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DOING THE MAIN LINE

Notes of a Trip Westward from Winnipeg, by a
Commercial Representative.
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where a ool Hiving ean bo made more
easily, anu they aroe now quite satis:

fied to make this their future home
and arce building larger and moro com
fortable dwellings and outhuildings.
vna tryip It other ways also to muke
thelr places more pomelike.

An yet very lttle attention has heen
given (0 the planting of tvees, which
besides fmproving the appcarance of
theizr places, serve s a provection from
the winus aud storms of winter. o
some of the older settlements this
matter hag Leen receiving atteuntion,
and ne doubt Jn the course of a iew
years it will bo gencral throaghous
the wiioie country.

Portagze ia Prairie is one of the large.
st ang oldest towns in_ Alanitoba
anc Is the centre of an excellent wheant
ralsing district. Ono need only look
atbt tne long line of clevators to be
convineea of this fact. In addition to
the grain eclevators the Lake of the

Store of H. A. Scarth, Griswold.

hardly be credited. At euch of these
towns ho would find fromn two to five
or sixX clevators, each having a capaci.
ty of from 23,000 to 40,000 vushels,
which are sometimes taxed to
the utmost to handle the
imwmenee quantitles of grain  which
thege  districts yearly  produce.
This Is true of the country between
Winnipeg and Mouse Jaw, but wess of
that to Calgary, a dbstancs of ahout
456 nnles is one of tho best ranchingg
countrics in the world.

Tie early settlement of this coun-
try was in _somo respecls similar 1o
that of the Klondike, only uot quite <o
feverish. Deople came Lere with the
idca of making a fortune and return-
ing to thelr hwomes to spend it, but af-
ter lhiving kere a few years they are
now readizing that o {o-tune ecannoy
be maTe m a fow days here, but thac
¢ would be kard to [ind =« country

Wouds Millilug Co. bas a large
fionr muill  here and  Thos. 1.
Metealfe  an oatmeal  mili. Dar.

ing the past few years the appear.
ance ¢F the Yown has been improved
by the crcetion of a number of fine
buildings. The post office, which was
compioted about a year and a half
ago, is of stono and is o very hand.
some structure. D, MceXillop, Turni.
ture acaier, has this past year built a
solid brick block adjoining tie post
office. It is 32x85 feet, two storics
high, and cest $8,900. He o:capies
both fiats us In addition to his rotasl
trade he also dces u wholesnle busi.
1,658, shipping principally to points on
the Mamtobn and Northwestern aud
Canadian  Northern railways. A,
McKillop is a wmanufacturers' agent.
kis principal lines being beoots aud
shoee. Another block built this nast
yoar Js that of T\ & W, AMillar, which



