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sumers after adding froight and selling
charges, and with our provinco and British
Columbin supplied entiroly with United States
hams and bacon, 1 fear it. would be a rerions
blow for tho farmers of Manitoba with their
abundauce of cheap grain that is grown
hero evory year.

Thero is no doubt but Manitoba and the
Territories require ovon s greater protection
than Ontario does. owing to our closo prox-
imity to western United Stazez markets. I
strongly urgo tha maintenance of the present
tariff on hogs and hog products, as the Cana-
dian packers are absolutely incompotent to
compoto with the Amorican packors. A ro-
duotion in the teriff would certainly mean
that our farmers could not raise hogs and
compete with the American farmer. I
notice that some farmors’ orgaunizations
thrcughout tho province have prssed resolu-
tions briefly saying, they want all duties re-
moved. KEvidently, the farmers who have
voted in faver of resolutions of this kind,
were doing so directly against their own in-
terest. I can only think, where they bave
done 80, that they have bsen thinkingentire-
1y of tho article that they have to buy and
not taking into considoration the artisles
they havo to sell, as if thero aro any class of
people 1n the country who require protection
on what they prodace, it is the farmers of
Manitoba and the Territorice, I regret the
willingness of many gentlomen to offer
opinions upon matters which they have no
closo kno yledge.

I hope the government will see their way
clear to simply leave this question alone alto-
gother, 8o that farmers may not be, in any
way, disturbed at a time when it is all im-
portant they should view with favor tho
continued production of hogs,

Thomas Stone. of Stone & Co., pork pack-
ors of Carlgary, was heard also in regard to
the packing industry. Mr. Stone pointed
out that in tho west there was the keonest
compotition among the pork packers and
nothing in thoshupeof a combine oxisted.

Thos. Cowan, of Winmpeg, argued that
the maintenar ce of the dutics assisted both
the farmerand the packer. Mr, Cowan said
tho Canadian packer with honest methods
could nnt comyete with United States packer,
who resorted to abcminable adulteratiou.
Mr. Cowan proceeded to expose this adultor-
ation and asked if the Canadian public
should not bo protected from such filthy

product.

R. A. Culver pext spoko. He declar.d
some of the farmer delegates were
gitators and professional  politicians.

bese delegates had decried the conntry and
declared it to be povervy-stricken. ‘This the
speaker declared was false. Tho speaker de-
clared that the farmer of Maunitoba had not
only- this year but for the past five: years in
his experionce received more for his wheat
than the farmer of Dakota and other states
across the line. He hoped the commissioners
would not accept tho views of the Farmers’
Institute delegates as representative of the
farmers of Manitoba. Several of the ¥arm-
ers' Institute delegates were salavied
agitators who were forced to keop up agita-
tion to retain their sslaries Mr. Culver said
he was & farmer and had all his interests in
farming in Manitoba. He happened to be
un expert in wheat and therefore found em-
ployment in winter buying wheat.

Av balf-past eleven ¢'clock, ¢r pear that
hour, the commissioners intimated that i+
was imperative that the inquiry should 1
brought to a close. There wers then twenty
or thirty farmers’ delegates desirous of being
heard. It was agreed that thuse of them
who had any new evidence to add should
put iv'in documentary form' and forward it

to tho commissionors at Ottawa, whare it:

would bo rocoived as if given at tho sessions

of the inquiry. Spveral memorials in the

hands of delegates who had not been heard ,
wero put iu'as evidonco.
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who will study the inatter carufully and freet
from prejudice. . Whon, however, they say,
as they, or at léast sume of them did, that
‘* the duty on wheat and flour is of no value
to the farmers of dlanitoba,” they ropre-
sonted what was not true. Lveryono who is
at all familiar with the commercial situation
hero knows botter than that. Considerud
asido from the protecetive policy as a whole,
the farmers of Manitoba have bonefitted
very materially from tho duty on wheat and
flour. Wo may aimire the npparent con-
sistonoy of the free trade section of the
farmers who appeared before the commission,
in making this declaration, but in doing so
they overstepped the bounds of discretion,
ond rather weakoned their evidence by ro.
presonting as fact what is not fact.

The farmers havo a strong case without
any misrepresontation. THey could show
beyond contradiction that the tariff as a
wholo presees heavily upon their industry.
They could easily prove that the people of
the Wost are obliged to pay 1inuch more
than their share of tariff taxation. Iu do-
ing this, howaver, it was not necessary that
they should single out the few features
of the tarif which are in their favor, and
declare that they were of novalusto tuem,
Betwean protection and freo trade, it might
not be very hard to make a choice; but
so long as protection remains in fores,
even thoso who are freo traders on princi-
ple, would be justified in seeking to secure
as much benefit as possible from the tanff.
So lung as the farmers are obliged to pay
heavy duties on goods which they consumo,
they are not called upon to object, on
priociple, to any benefits they may receive
from the duty on flour, wheat, hog pro-
ducts, ete.

Some other statements were madoe before
the commission which wire causlly as mis-
leading as the statement regarding the duty
on wheat and dour. It was absurd to putin
as ‘‘evidence ™ the remark that lumber was
cheaper some years ago than it is now.
Almosc every one here knows that there has
been a very great reduction in the price of
lumber and the tendency of grices has been
steadily downward.

It is also o matter for regrot that some of
the farmer delegatesadopted a whiningstyle,
and mado statoments which they would pro-
bably be ashamcd of when they see them in
print. It was not necessary to try to prove
that farming is unprefitable in this counrtry,
in order to impress the commissioners with
the need wo have for a reduciion of the tarift
burden.

On the whole The Commercial was pleated
tosce that many of tho farmers who appeared
sfors tho commissicu have such sound views
on the tariff question, and the number who
declared in favor of the minciple of direct
taxation must have beep quito arovelation to

" the commissioners, .
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Ono disagreeablo feature was tho practic
possession of tho proceedings of tho commie
sion, which was assumed by a ohique f pe.
gong, who adopted the policy of ink rrapting
any one who attemptad to give any avidgne,
which did not suit thom. On this acc.uy
the proceadingasovoral times dogenerated g,
a poisy wranglo. Thoso who disagreed wyy
the cliquo had diffficulty in gotting a hieanng,

Winnipeg Pricas & Year Agy,

This weok last yoar, whoat dechneiie g
country markots, to 470 at 18s fratght
points.

Following wore Winnipeg pricoes this week
last year:

SVhoat—About 450 to 470 for No. 1 han,
country ' poiunts, to farmers, 614
afloat Fort William.

Flour.~Local prico, per saok. Patents
$L1.85 to $1.90 ; Bakers, $1.63 to SL 7y,

Bran,—Per ton, 89,

8horts.—Xer ton, 811,

Oats,—Per bushel, Winnipeg street prica
16 to 170. Car lvts at country pfims,'
12 to 14§e.

Barloy —Selling at 17¢ for feed here. Czr
llénsnt ccuntry points worth 1ic t

.

Flax Seed.—60 to farmers at country pornts,
Butter.—Dairy round lots, choica, 12
to 14e,
Checse.~~Jobbing price 9} to 1lc,
Eggs.—Fresh, 182 to19: uet prico.
Beof.—Gity dressed, 5 to 6e, unfrozen;
country frozen, 8% to 4jc
Muttg;n.—?resh, 6 to Gie, eountry do, 510
c.
Hogs.—Dressed, 5} to 3ic.
Cattle,.—Nominal at 2} to 8}:.for butchers'
stock.
Hogs.—Live, off cars, 4e.
Sheep.—Sheop nomiaal at 8ic uff cars,
Senoca Root.—Dry 18 to 20¢ Ib.
Poultry —Chickens, 8 to 10c Ib; turkeys,
10 to 12¢; ducks, 1Uc, geese, 10,

Hides.—Green frozen, 4} to Se.
QAP >

Winnipeg Wheat Inspection.

The following shows the number ~ carsof
wheat inspected at *Winnipeg for che weeks
ended on the dates named, compared with
the number of cars inspected for the curres
ponding woeks & year ago, as topurtod by
Inspector Horn to the Board of I'rade.

Jan. 16. jan. 23, Jan 31 Feh ¢ Feb 13
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No. 3 North'n..
. 1 white f5le
. 2 white tyte
. ;%prrling
. 2 Spring...
. 1 {rosted ..
. 2 frosted ..
. 3Frosted ..
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*Wheat inspection at Emerson goingout
via the Norththern Pucific to Duluth, is
iecluded in Winnipeg rotirns. A conader
ablo portion of the wheat noviug s inspetted
at Fort William, and do.s not show in thoe
figures,



