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WINNIPEG, SE

0DR INLARD WATERS.

It is reported that the Dm.nim.on govern-
ment will mmprove tho navigation of the
Rainy nivor. This is a very.good move.
There is o long streteh of navigablo water

which can bo opened up in that region by s
very moderato expendituro. This movemont

v on tho part of tho government is also on-

couraging as indicating a chango of the
federal policy in regard to western watorways.
Tho action, or rather inaction, of the Domin-
ion in the past in regard to western water-
ways, has beon most diswwuraging. Wobave
horu in the Wost some grand water strotches,
which could be opened up at & very modorate
cost This country needs impruved transporta-
tionfacilitics and in nodirection can such mag-
nificent results baobtainedfrom a comparative-
ly insignificant outlay. as in opening up our
natural waterways. Tho neglect of the
federal government in the past in this matter

. has been a source of great loss to tho Wost
. aud has greatly rotarded the developsent of

tho conntry. It is to be hoped the proposel
improvemernt of tho Rainy river is only the
first movoin & general pulicy looking to the
improvoment of tho otler great western
waterways. Wo may mention the Rod river.
the Saskatcbewan, and lakes Manitoba aud
Winnipegossis as among the great water
strotches, the early development of which is
greatly to be desired. An expenditure of
two or three million dollars on theso lakes
and rivers would open up ono of the grandest
systems of inland navigation in the world.

COAL PRIGES AND HOW 70 REDUCE
PREY.

Tho heavy advance in the 'price of coal
previously roferred to by The Commeorcial in
our weekly markot reports, is a serivas mat-
ter for the people of Manitoba. In Wipni-
peg Pennsylvania hard coal sold last winter
at $§8.50 per ton. Tho price is now S10 por
ton and there is very little reasrn to expect
any reduction. The local dealers ar3 in no
wise accountabls for the advance. The
wholesale price of Poennsylvania coal in tho
cast has been advanced altogather $1.85 per
ton from the lowest point ruling about a
yeoar ago, compared with an advance of $1.50
per ton hero, so that the advance in tho local
trado i3 not as great as has taken placo at
first hands. Thisshows that the local dealers
are nor profiting auy by the higher prices
now ruling here.

Wo havo of course ssveral varicties of
nativo coal, which are all used to some ostent,
but tho Pennsylvaniacoal has horetofore been
the principal guality consumed in this mar
kot. Some of tho native coals are of good
quality, but the difficulty with those coals is
that thoy are all mined long distances from
the principal consuming markets, and aro
thus subject to a long railway baul, w ich
has mado thom about as costly hero, in pro-
portion to intrinsio value,as tho Pennsylvasia
article. This year, however, owing to the

advanco in the price of tho imported coal, the
cunsumption of native westorn coals will no
doubt bo much groator thau ia a* y j.rovious
year.

‘The prezent high prico of coal in the Win-
nipeg mackotshould lead poople to cousi lor if
thoro is any practical plan by which the
drawback can ba overcomo. Wo have abin-
danco nf coal in the western pirtion of vur
awn country. Can any plan be devisel by
which tho coal may be distributed to tho
peoplo at o reasonah'o ¢t ? Tha Commuer
cial has no hesitation in aying that is is
possible to lny cdal from the west down in
Winnipeg at & cost of under $2 por ton. If
thisis true it is certainly & matter of for-
roaching importance w tho peoplo of
Winnipeg.

In this number of The Cummereia! thore
are two hittle items in our editorial columns
which may be roferred to in this connection,
Ono of these itoms states that Ponnsylvania
coal is quoted wholesale in San Fraaci<co at
$10 per ton, This coal is transported by
water all the way around the continent of
South America and up the Pacific coast to
San Francisco. Welsh coal i3 sold in San
Francisco ns low as 8 per ton. This briogs
foreibly to view tho value of water t1ansporta-
tion. Tho other item in this issae of Tho
Commoercial refers to the desirability of open-
ing up our inland waters. We have it
within our power to open up a waler route
botween Winni; g and the western coal
fields by which the coal could ? » laid down at
our doors at a trifting cost, in comparison
with present prices,

Along the upper portion of the North
Saskatchewan river thore are mauy searss of
coal, some of very guod quality, suitable for
stcam and domestic purpoeses. This coal is
hauled by teams soveral miles from ono mine
and shipped in car lots as far as Calgary,
neatly 200 miles distant by rail, where it has
sold to a considerable extent in cowpetition
with the conls obtained at points west of Cal-
gary. The usual price of the coals mined in the
Elmontun district is abuat St por ton at the
mines. [nsome cases it has sold at 75 conts
per ton, We have a nataral waterway be-
tween Winvipeg and Elmonton, which at
vory moederate cost could be su doveloped as
to be capable of accommodating and unhmit-
ed ammount of traffic,

The coal, we havo said, cxists in several
places right at the bank of the river. By
tho devolopment of this waterway it could ba
loaded directly from the mines into the boats
and transported through to Winnipsg. Thore
are two routesavailablo for the transporeation
of the coal. One would ba down the Sas-
katchewan river to Lake Winnipeg, thonco
up Lake Winnipeg and the Red river to the
city. The improvement of tho St, Audrow's
rapids near Winnipeg andsome improvomonts
in the Saskatohowan river would be neces-
sary. With the exception of the Grand
rapids near Lake Winnipez, the Saskatche-
wan river is navigablo for light drafs stoam-
ers allthe way to Eimonton, though somo
improvoments to the channel of the river are
necessary to ronder the traffis safo,

Another route would ba to conmect the
Saskatchowan with Lake Winnipegosis, the

latter with Lake Manitoba and connect Lako
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Manitoba again with the Assiniboino river
and thonce down the rivor to Winnipeg,
This route is claimed to ba pericctly practic-
able, at & vory moderato expondiiure. Tho
latter routo would avoid the liability to
storms ruch as oceur on n large body of
water like Lako Winnipeg.

Ponnsylvania ccal has beon carried from
Like E.io ports to D tluth at very low prices.
A Baffalo papor to hand this weck quotes 20
cents per ton to Daluth and 25 cents to Fort
William. Corspare this with the ratlway
ratolof 8310 per ton from Duluth or Fort
Wilham to Winnipeg. Again wo have
furcol to our attenuion the great valuo of
water transpurtation. Why could 2ot coal
bo tra.sported from Elmonton to Winnipeg
at about the same cost &3 from Biffalo or
E o to Duluth or Fort Wilham, provided
our water route wore opsned up ? The dis-
tauce in oither case is much about the same,
but & hundred miles ur so differonce wouid
not materially alter the cost in water trans-
portation. Our inland route could bo navi-
gnted by & much less costly stylo of craft,
and would ko froe from sovere storms such ag
are felt on tho great la%es. Theroisno ques-
tion as to the practicability of the route, and
none of the improvoments required to develop
this great ‘vaterway would bo very costly,
by cither the Lake Winnipeg or the Lake
Manitoba routes. The svuth branch of the
Saskatchewan could be doveloped via the
same routes, to bring conl from the Lethbridge
aud Medicine Hat mines.

This is not a visicnery schome. These
rivers and lakes aroe all navigablo and have
been navigated for years, and are capablo of
improvement by a very muderate expenditure,
such as would render thom of unestimable
valuo to this country. Think of coal placed
on beats on the Saskatchowan at 75 coats per
ton, and transported to Winnipeg at o rate
of 25 cents a ton, making it cost $1 per ton
laid down here. Double che amount and say
it could be laid down hero at & cost of $2
por ton. Double it again making it $1 per
ton, and the price would still bs far below
any similar coul now sold here, Certainly
this is & matter which is worthy of careful 1n-
voctigation. The main thing necessary is an
estimate of the cost of developing tho alter-
pate routes aud the importance of the matter
is such tnst this should bs obtained as carly
as possible. o

U6E GRAIN GRADE. D

The new ministors at Ottawa have certainly
shown great incapacity in proposing  to
change the grain grades right in the middle
of the sesson. The grain trade has been seri-
ously hamperedin the past byfrequent changes
ir. the official regulations, but this proposal to
change tho grades, after the new crop
had bogan to move, is one of the most
ridiculous things yet done in connection with
grain trado matters. It is preposterous that
the government should undertake to chango
the grades at such an unusual seeson, without
oven giving the grain trade any provious
notice, Tho new crop is now moving and is
being inspected according to last yoar’s grades,
Dealers have their connections made abraond
and have Jeen workivg under the beliof that
no chinge would be made. To ring in




