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PORTALGE LAk PRAIRIE.
The muetchanta cf tis towiî have lied a few

days lelanre aincl bte ltolîdays, for whiclî thuy
liave te thanie be oxtrento cold ircatiter tacte
thant iythiig cisc. Tiiere is a geiteraIintîle oil
the faqes cf titis clans, which in equal t e areport
cf a boas-y holiday brade. A fe- titys iii the
Lbginuinig cf the îveek %werc ratite tilI intowu,
but as the weathtcr grew ider inatters htave
iinproved eoaiierabiy, antitilre in îîow a inod-
eratèly good buginess doilîg fît tue differellt
stores. Grain stilI cames iii frcely, tînt price±
have chamigeti very littie. Whetat; lias soit! tdur.
iag thq week at froui 65e te 712e; uats 3:îe te
40c, and bat-loy 4'2e te 47e. i>otdtot!su are still
werth 75e a bushel.

As advertiaedl tme Sherifrs sale of tue cf-
fects je the Gi-andt Pacilit Botel coîninencetl on
Thuraday, but the piices realizeti were «very low.
This fine hanse is likely te be closeti for soe
timne, Ls there às as yet ne prospectof a itew tait.
tînt. It ia beonti donbt titat titis town lias
hatl toc xmany hole. TIte number cf institu-
tiens cWaming that tille were tuto ioeks agc
twenty-seveu, or about double te flamber net.
nally necessary. The overdoing cf ue bt-attel
of buiiness is %llaL ciroatis the impression ait a
-distance that trade goner&Ufy is in a very de-
premsdutale, anti the standing cf business muai
generully docs mot wrarrant snob an impression.

McIlluaiue's paper xciii is about te commence
mmning te iaý full capacity. Tht twotwciissunk,
Vith tiýe aid of a steam puaap, tri!! gb-e a pien .
tufai suppîy cf water, anti there wtil! ha ttc let
up te the mill's operations beforu spriitg. Tht
proprietor bas been away at Winnipeg and other
pinte arranging for tht pîtrebiseocf rmtgs anti
waate paper to ho useti in tbe manufacture cf
pint;ieg paper when the spiug opens.

The grding cf the fifteon miles of te Port-
age, Westbotirne and North-wrester-n raiiway
'be3.eud Gladistone in completeti, anti the laying
of tics is now beiug pasheti wiih viger, anti the
laying cf ta- sàexpeetid ta commence in about
two is-elis, andi bit fiuishet hys the inidile cf
Febrcaay. -

E. 3lcDonall, cf the Marquette tuilIR, is about
toèéreçt a store builtfl; et Regina, -wie lit
suill do a grec;ry business ; but biis principal
sie Winl bc ta maboe it a liranch for tue sale of
lte goeur cf bIs muils.

There have beeu nobuaisima changes dutring
the treL.

There has, becia a alight luli it businemss inte
the epeuing cf thet ycar, ant i tacchanta have
mot licen doiug a bras-y trtidc <iriug tht past
svcok Thoe is a gonera] expressiottcf satisfac-

' tien suili tihe trtde cf 158, amomng ail classes cf
traders, and lte ncw ralroati arrengé-nents
muabes ci-en bte s-cza catate moni feel satisflcti,
.imati ame bopefel for] ISM. Grain receipts bave
sia&Cica DP but ycry littlc,.andl fat-nitr tcarus
-wec tcl ein thezbc>etU during the colaest days

cf towolu.There.'&vai tIle cenpetition lu

vonga.lfttie. Axaiuita&0bscnpii
buit "itil cingto az. disagrSeucnt almng the

buyers. Oata ithave 801(1 up to 42c, anti barltiy
froîin 40e to 4Scý

Mr. %laiv, ailsistant echiuI cnigiieer of the
C. 1>.R. lias beiat worc for tiever] al ys ar-
raîîgiîîg for the building of tho raiway bridge
across the Red River, andi work tapon the sanit
in to commnence rit onice. It wvill bt locateti bc-
tweein Park andi Rousst-su streets.

Trhe lattat railvay ruinor in tii town in to
the effect, that lMr. Van Horne lias resigneti the
position of geuierai manager of the C.1. R, andi
%vIll beo iucceetict by Mr. C. J. lirytiges. It in
doubtless oniy a ruiner.

There lias becu a change in partncership of the
West Lytinie ]3rcwery. NIr. Loofe lias takeit a
Mr. Nighitengale as partruer, anti the fb-ni itane
wilI iii future be Loofe & Nigliteiigaie.

There lias heeii no business changes în ith
tcin during tic ee anti there il; a great
scarcity cf trade litu 8 genemlly.

Politiens are onl the «"Boom" ' again, andi wiIl
tioublîteas k-eep lmoiling until election is over.

BRANDON.
Tilt Cochrane M.%aiufacturing Co., andi the

Haggart Mtanufacturing Co., lave trecteti a
wvarehiouse on Nint Street Tîtese corupaities
are aiitous to procure titir share of the enorutus
impleinent trade whlich wvill bc doue htext year.
Last scascît over *391,400 %wortli cf agrictîltitrai
>itpemeitts were- lolti out of titis toivn.

Nctwtitltstaînlizig thiat titis is a &~rent siiiippixg
point for whecat, tiiere is very sntail niillcrs' ac-
coinnîodlatioîi. There is cite of tuie iest invest-
monts to a persit who couiti hatiui a first-elass
mu)l iii this towtn.

Our u-ater tanks iu ill scoit be coînpiettil, tlicy
have becau telayed on accouint of the city not
heing able te get the hioopa. It la hopeti that
jasurance rates i-.%Ill lie recluceti as socin as tilt-se
tanks are in good %vorking order.

The C.1\.ý stationi is about cotupieteti, andi
will swit be ready for occupac'tion, it lias a vely
tet appeatrance ani in lte best stationi 'test cf
Winntipeg.

The city couicil arc adlvcrtisi:tg for tenders
for tic puirchase cf city tiebentures te the
cînount cf eue Iîudreti atnd ftfty thoissatu dol-
,ars ait six peur cent. alreaiiy rtev-ni teitienu
]lavc becit rccived.

Niesrs. SelIbs, BowermLan & Cos. Elevator
is compieteti ulit the exception cf the machtin-
-Jy wlîich lias itot s-et arrii-ed. Thtis cevatcr
lias a capacity of 50,000m buahvls ant in sitatateti
on thleC. P. R. groundis bctu-cn sixtbianti sevcuti
stt-cela, it la one cf the best buildings cf the
kinti on the C.P.R. Messin Fcrticr & Buck-e
have fitteti up the smcsc, which ame of the lut-
proveti Howe maIre. they are the best, scales
foxthix purpose andi are gilving goodisatisfaction.
It in expecteti that one, if not more, clos-alors
wtt! Lie bnilt; next y=aî, as tis in <itatine te obe
ont cf the larges:; grain shipping points on the
C.P.R.

Tiosinesa since Chiistutas a becn-Tcrv lirisk,
far- more ne thaxi prtoviens te that date, 'at the
.new y car wilI open nîst7satisfetôrily for Bran.
don'

The Grand Viewt HRotel openeti on M2%nnday

initier M\r. Bouisseau's mîanagemîenît, antd il; p-on-
ises te b ho ie of the iuest hiouse iii Branidoni.

" There hlave been tio buîsiness changes cf nt(e
titis wvck, ei-erytiig nîtuîîiîîg suiootlîly andt
satîsfactorily.

1Mr. Kitiglît lias openuti a itholesale bîîtclier's
est.ablishmîîent on Rtosser aveinue.

Buitiîiess lins een soinewleat duil luis %Vèek,
oil accottîtt of the colt!, 3US ,eo zero utas the
coideat we linat hiem.

A NEW YENTURE.
lThe foliowing wve have receivet! froîin a coi--

respoiltett at Brandonit
rThe flain cf Poudtrier & Bt-oitilee, of B3rndon,

iiîtctd te ail,! to tîteir buliiitess tue profession cf
MNiimtig Englineerinig. 71iey ]lave matîarrange.
ments with Mr. James Hohîtie, a îning engi-
iteer frein Englaîtt, tc cotîdîtt tii luraticli.

Dîtriiig the autumît, Nir. Holr.cs lid" aun ex-
tetisive exatitatioti cf tht Souris Goal fieldis,
situateti abort 30o ilies west cf the secondt prît.
cipali neridian, and ie speaks with; confidence
cf tlte future prospects cf the pîlace, atîd tiîinks
it will very slîortly be lte scorie cf extensive
operatiotis. Samples of lte coal wcre lîronglît
back andi testeti iii an ortiinary ceai %tovc îîitlî
very favorable iresults. Itgtvcagreat licatanît
burneti reaily, leaving nie clinkers[or siag. It
bas aiso hecit tcsted iii loconmotive enggines anti
as a sttarn-geacmating power it iay bc ccitsid-
crot to aitswer ver' ireil. The oî~I f the
deposits iii the Souris regloit are lignîites or
birotvi ceai, wlticlî differs froin lte b-tuniinoiîs
andi anthiracite it lavittg a lu%,er perceittage cf
carbeit, raitd a lîigicr percentage cf volatile tc-
iiteitts. 'lTe sanîpies bronglit in by Mr. Holnies
were takren froin a hicading druu'tui about fivo
yardls in s Scalaî ciglîl fett llîick.

Tht great drw t tlt hînediate çlevelolb-
mentt of these mines is tht ivaut cf a railway.
It la hlopeti titat the C.P>. Souris Brnte frein
Brandont, antd aiso titat froin Winnipcg titrougli
Soutitern Manitoba tas-y lie pushti forward ienxt
year. P'oudrier & ]irow.n!ee c uotndertakze te
coîuduct explorations ta otiter portions cf the
Great North-west wîitl thte vies cf proving antd
Iocatiitg coal-beariiig lands.

Cousiciering tht imîportance cf titis lirnch of
înldustry, M-c cordiiaily wîisi Lilt firni evcervsuc-
cas ini their îî".wr veniture.

Up taabout a week ago there st-as snce]>'J
aîîy snow ireaýt f Broadviev, anti as yet -thtr-e
la vociy litle west cf Sw1ift Cut-relit

Tur Donminion Governireîtt comnînuced Iaying
tht telegrapi s-ire con Tuîslay, the 2iid instant.
lit Fort Q'Appclle to, Q'Appelc. rilwsty station,
about twcîty miles distant. Tht wvork was do-
Layeti on acoent of the scverity cf the w-tther.

Freiglit sent te Prince Albert via Q'Appelle
statin, remains thcre cii mvarehousr rentn]cs
instructions airc sent te S. '%.. Zaswcill, freigit
agent at tue l'est Ofic.fndlytesau
master stat, ia cwving te lte ficI. that ho lins
sent goods forward, anti aftcrwards tearosters
calicti for the saue, ba'cing lîca instructeti te
<de se by met-chants northl cf thc raihvay. Prop-
cir atioice aluculti *t-c made known to b)usiness
men toasid<en.
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