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THE COMMERCIAL,

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE,

The merchants of this town have had a few
days leisure sinco thoe holidays, for which they
have to thauk the extreme cold weather more
than anything else. There is a general smile on
the fages of this class, which is equal toa rcport
of a heavy holiday trade. A few duys in the
beginning of the week were rather dull intow n,
but as tho weather grew milder natteps have
improved considerably, aud there is now a mod-
erately good business doing in the different
stores.  Grain still comes in frecly, and price
have changed very little.  Wheat has sold dur.
ing the week at from 63¢ to 72c; vats 3ic to
40c, and barley 42c to 47c. Potatoes are still
worth 75c a bushel.

As advertised the Sheriff's sale of the ef*
fects in the Grand Pacific Hotel commenced vn
Thursday, but the prices realized were very low.,
This fine house is likely to be closed for some
time, cs there is as et uo prospect of a new ten-
ant. Itis beyond doubt that this town has
had too mapy hotels. The number of institu.
tions claiming that title were two weeks ago
twenty-seven, or about double the number act.
ually necessary. The overdoing of one branch
of business is what creates the impression at o
<istance that trade generallyis in a very de.
Pressed state, and the standing of business men
generally does not warrant such an impression.

AlcIllvaine’s paper mill is aboat to commence
Yanning to its full capacity. The twowellssunk,
with the aid of a steam pump, will give a plen-
tiful sapply of water, and there will be no lect
up to the mill's operations before spnng. The
proprietor has been away at Winnipegand other
points arranging for the pnrchtse of rags and
waste paper to be used in the manufacture of
printing paper when the spring opens.

The grading of the fijteen miles of the Port-
age, Westbourne and North-western milway
beyond Gladstone is completed, and the laying
of tics is now being pushed with vigor, and the
laying of track is expected to commence inabout
two wecks, and be finished hy the middle of
February., -

E Mc’[)ona.l.l of the Marguette inills, isabout
toéregt & storc building at Regina, where hie
willdo 2 groccq business ; but his principal
aim will be to make it a hianch for the sale of
tho flour of his mills.

There have been no “business ch:mgw dnring
the week.
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EMERSOR.

There has been a slight lull in business since
the opening of the year, and inerchants have
not been doing a heavy trade during the past
week. There is a general expression of satisfac-

* tion with the trade of 1882, among all classes of
traders, and the rew niilroad arrangements
1uzkes even the real cstate men feel satisfied,
aad are hopeful for 1853. Grain receipts have
slacked op bat very little, and farmers tcams
were thick in thest‘oqta doring the coldest days
of the week. There was  little competition in

the whcat busincss, s0d prices have been ad-
vancinga little.  As high 2$.50¢ has been paid,
Dot this is owing o a. disagroement among the

buyers. Onts have sold up to 42¢, and harley
from 40c¢ to 4Sc,

M. Barclny, assistant chiof engineer of the
C.P.R. has been at work for several days ar-
ranging for the building of the railway bridge
across the Red River, and work upon the same
is to commence at ence. It will be located be-
tween Park and Rousseau streets.

The latest railway rumor in this town is to
the cffect, that Mr. Van Horue has resigned the
position of geuneral manager of the C.P.R,and
will be succeeded by Mr. C. J. Brydges. It is
doubtless only a rumor.

There has been a change in partnership of the
West Lynne Brewery. Mr. Loofe has taken a
Kr. Nightengale as partner, and the firm name
will in future be Loofe & Nightengule.,

There has Leen no business changes i the
town during the week, and there is a great
scarcity of trade new s generally.

Politics are on the *“Boom ™ again, and will
doubtless keep boiling until election is over.
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BRANDON.

The Coachrane Manufacturing Co., and the
Haggart Manufacturing Co., have wrected a
warchouse on Ninth Street. These companics
are anxious to procure their share of the enormus
implement trade which will be doue next year.
Last scason over 8391,400 worth of agricultural
impiements were so0ld out of this town.

Notwithstanding that this is a great shipping
point for wheat, there is very small millers’ ac-
commudation. There is oneof the best invest-
ments to a person who could build a first-class
millin this town.

Our water tanks will soon be completed, they
have been delayed on account of the city not
being able to get the hoops. 1t is hoped that
insurance rates will be reduced as soon as these
tanks are in good working order.

The C.P.R. station is about completed, and
will soon be ready for oceupetion, it hasa very
neat appearance and is the best station west of
Winnipeg.

The city council are advertising for tenders
for the purchase of city dcbentures to the
amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dol-
Iars at six per cent. already several tenders
have been received.

Messrs. Selby, Bowermian & Co's. Elevator
is completed with the exception of the machin-
cry which has not yet arrived. This clevator
has a capacity of 50,000 bushels and is situated
on theC. P.R. grounds hetween sixthand seventh
streets, it isonc of the best buildings of the
kind on the C.P.R. Messrs. Fortier & Bucke
have fitted up the scales, which arcof the Im-
proved Bowe make, they are the best scales
forthis purpose and are giving goodsatisfaction.
1t is cxpected that onc, 1f not more, clevators
will be built next year, as this is destined to be
one of the largest grain shipping pointson the
C.P.R.

Busincess since Christmas has beenverv brisk,
far more so than previons to that date, and the
new year will open most satisfactorily for Bran-
don.

The Grand View Hotel opened on Monday

under Mr. Boisseau’s management, and it prom-
ises to be one of the best houses in Brandon.
2 There have been no business changes of note
this week, everything ruming swoothly and
satisfactorily.

Mr. Knight has opened a wholesale butcher's
establislunent on Rosser avenue.

Business has been somewhat dull this week,
on account of the cold, 36° helow zero was the
coldest we had here.
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A NEW YENTURE. .

The following we have received from a cor-
respondent at Brandon :

‘The firmn of Poudrier & Brownlee, of Brandon,
intend to add to their business the profession of
Mining Engineering-  They huve madearrange.
ments with Mr. James Holme, a mining engi-
ncer from England, to conduct this branch.

During the autumu, Mr. Holmes made an ex-
tensive examination of the Souris Coal ficlds,
situated about 30 miles west of the second prin-
cipal meridion, and he speaks with confideuce
of the future prospects of the place, and thinks
it will very shortly be the scene of extensive
operations.  Samples of the coal were brought
back and tested in an ordinary coal stove with
very favoruble results. It gavea great heatand
burned readily, leaving no clinkersfor slag. It
has also been tested in locomotive engines and
as a steam-gencrating power it may bc consid-
cred to answer very well. The u}xh}u of the
deposits in the Souris region are lignites or
brown coal, which differs from the bituminous
and anthracite in having a lower percentage of
carbon, aud a higher percentage of volatile ele-
ments. The samples brought in by Mr. Holmes
were taken from a heading driven about five
yards in a scam cight fect thick.

The great drawback to theSmmediate develop-
ment of these mincs is the want of a railway.
It is hoped that the C.P.R. Souris Branch from
Brandon, and also that from Winnipeg through
Southern Manitoba mey be pushed forward next
year. Poudrier & Browalee also undertake to
conduct explomations to other portions of the
Great North-west, with the view of proving and
locating conl-bearing lands.

Considering the importance of this branch of
industry, we condially wish the firm every sue-
cess in their new venture.
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Up toahout a week ago there was scarcely
any snow west of Broadview, and as yet there
is very little west of Swift Current.

Tue Dominion Governinent commenced laying
the telegraph wire on Tuesday, the 2nd instant,
at Fort Q'Appelle to Q' Appelle milway station,
about twenty miles distant.  The work was de-
layed on account of the severity of the weather.

Freight zent to Prince Albert via Q' Appelle
station, remazins there on warchouse rent, unless
instructions are sent to S. Wl Caswell, freight
agent at the Post Office. Thisdelay, the station
master states, is owing to the fact that ho has
sent goods forward, and afterwards teamsters
called for the same, baving been instructed to
do so by merchants north of the milway. Prop-
cr notice should be moade known t.o business
men to avoid-delayn. )




