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(Continued from ownr lust.)

The general instructions as toskirmishing
do not vary, in any essential particulars,
from our own. There is u characteristic
direction to ofticers *“to cultivate among the
men the feeling that they cannot bu whipped,
and that, when compelled to give ground,
a new position will be gained from which
ihe action will be renewed, LExperience
will soor teach skirmishers that the very
erdour with which an enemy pursues a tom-
porary advantage will surely secure his
defeat, if coldly and uncexpectedly confront-
ed by the men whom he had supposed to Le

* demoralized,’!

‘I'heir suorts (called Company resobves)
are small, being only suflicient to 1ulfil the
duty of filling vacant places, furnishing the
lino with carliidges, and relieving the
fatigued. They are posted, under command
of a subaltern officer, 150 paces in rear of
the skirmishing line.

Deploying forward. Equivalent to ex-
tending on the march according to the
Bntish system. It is used when the com-
pany is behind the line on which it is to bo
established. Tho captain directs one or
more fours on its right, or left, toact as a
resorve, causing them to step a fow paces
backwards The left rear rank man of the
centre four is regarded as the centre skirm
jsher of the company. On recciving the
command on the left four take intervals, that
four_will move strmg,ht. to the front in
quxck time, the others will wheel to the
right in cckellon in double time. The second
four continues the march until it has gained
40 paces to the right, when it wheels to the
left and marches to the 1ront, taking up the
quick step when abreast with the left four;
tho remaining fours proceed in like manne1
and successively gain 40 paces from the
next one on the loft; cach taking up quick
time uponamvmg in line. On the left four
arriving on the proposed line, the skirmish-
ers (who are in fact small columns of cight
men each, advancing at deployingdistance).
The commmand will be given to Zalt; upon
which al The fours that are in line mll halt,
and each will deploy (or cxtend) in doublc
time upon the left front rank man who will
stand fast, the other Tront rank 1men mov-
ing to his right and the rear rank men to
his left, and placing themselves at five paces
apart; the other fours upon arrivingin line,
halting and deploying as just explained.
Skirmishers will be oxtended from tho
centre, and from the right on the same
principle,

Extending from a flank, is cffected some
what differently. In cxtending from {.e
left, the company will be faced to tho right.
On the word quick march number one of the

front ranlk of tho right, or leading, four
will step off on the prolongation of tho
alignmont of the company, and the other
mon, front and rear gank, will.tollow suc.
cessivoly at tho distanco of five paces,
number one rear rank stepping off as soon
as number four fiont rank shall have
advanced five paces boyond; and, so on,
until the oxtension is comploted ; when tho
men will halt and faco to their front. Tho
oxtension from tho right is cffected in the
like manner, except that the movement in
each four will comnienco with number four
of the rear rank. In extending from the
centro, tho captain superintends the move
ments of the right skirmishers, and the
lioutenant that of the left. Increasing the
intervals, whether from the halt, or on the
march, is done precisely as with us, and
dircctions are also given for diminishing the
intervals, a provision not to be found in our
drillbook. ‘There is nothing peculiar in the
irstructions of advancing, retiring, changing
direction, or marching to a flank.

It will not be, necessary to notice the
various mudes of firing, the foundation being
merely the alternate fite of the odd and
oven numbers of tho ling of skirmishers.

Cavalry is resisted by the rally of fours,
cach four running in and placing them.
selves in a cuwcle round the skirmisher upon
whom the deployment is made; should the
fours be too Wweak to resist tho encmy, the
raily will be made on the centro skirnusher
of cach company, being the left hand rear
rank man of the ceutre four. Extendmng
from or closing upon & named skirnusher s
effected as with us, moditied only 1in regard
to the fact that the line of skirnushers 15 1
singlo rank.

There appears to be no tixed rule for-ex.
tending a battalion m skinushing order,
the extension bemng cttected, at the discre-
tion of the officer 1 command, who will
divect 1t to commence from any named
company. The battalon, being m line, the
designated compuny, and tho one noxt to 1t
on its 1-ft will be marched, ten paces to the
front, “ne .compintes on the right of these
twe companies extending from the loft, and
the other from the right. The compames
to the right of the two mentioned will forin
Jours right, those to left, furmn fours left.
When the left (now the rear) four of the
companwes moving 1 fours to thoe right,
arrrves opposite its nterval an tho line of
skirnushers, the captains will wheel therr
companies into line in succession, and ex-
tend from the left. Vice versa with those
moving 1n fours to the left. The company
reserves will previously step back at the
caution from theit captain,
four of the designated cumpany (or com.
pany of formation) arrives on tho linc 1t is
wished to occupy, the skirmishers will be
halted, which command will Le repeated Ly
thoso captains whose fours have arrived on
tho line, the remaining captaius halting
their skurtnishers when t,lu, four upon which

Whenthe loft )

their oxtension was mado arrives in line.

‘The senior major superintends tho exten
sion of the right, and the junior major that
of the left wing, «

Extoending to tha right and left from the
halt on a named comHany is eftected by that
company, and the ononextit énits left being
marched ten paces to the fror.t, both extend
ing from the halt, Tho remaining companics
will form fours oulwards, and as the rear
four of cach arives opposite ils inturval,
the captains will wheol theic companies it
line and oxtend.

The whole battalion (less the comp.my
reserves) may bo extended from the left,
number one of the front rank of the leading
four stepping off' and being followed suc
cessively by all the files of the batlalion.
Wl.en the rear filo of the left company i
about to step off the command will be given
Skirmiskers, hall, at which they will halt and
front. Extending to the left is similarly
exceuted, commencing with number four of
thorear rank of the left company.

Tho battalion thus in skirmishing order
niy advance, rative, change direction, move
by the right, left or contre, rally by fours m
by companics, fire, &ec., &c | at tho disere
tion of the commanding officer.

‘The battalion reserves are to consist ol
two or thrce companies, one to be taken
from cuch wing, the third from near the
centre, and will be divected to step " acka
fuw paces 1efore commencing the extension
of tie remaining companies.  Their position
should be on strong ground, three or four
hundred yards in rear of the skirmish line,
posted as follows: the right company in
rear of tho left "of the right company of
skirmishers; the left compavy of skirm
ishers; the centre ccapany in rear of the
battalion. Should there bo but two reserve
companies, their position is in rear of the
centre uf the right and left wing.

Should the skirmish line be attacked or
threatened by superior numbers, the line
will be re inforced by extending each com
pany of the reserve from its centro tile; and.
the extension being completed, each com
pany of the reserve will move up into the
line at the double; and, having joined the
line, will conform to all its movements

Should the skirmish line be $0 pressed us
to necessitato the asscmble on the reserve,
the latter will Le extended in skirmishing
ordet, the shirmishers will rotire, and, upon
arriving on the rescrve skirmiish line, will
halt and front, when all will commence
firing. ~

To recall the skirmish line, tl:u cunimand
ing officer will direct the b'\tta]lon to asseni
ble upon the left skirmisher of (No. )
cumpany , upon which the captain of the
designated company ; and those to its right,
will each close his company on its left
. skirmisher. The captains to the left losing
their companies on the right skis.iisher
Un the closing being completed, cach
captan will lead in towards the company of




