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We publish this morning a’further letter
from Lord Elcho, upon our Rescrve Torces,
Whatover opinion may be held with respect
to the cfficiency of his recommendation, it
must bo admitted that ho appreciates with
moro than usual distinctness the need we
have to meet, The problem has bLeon
stated for us with great succinctness. The
British Army, like the British Infantry, is
one of the best in the world, Lut thereis not
much of it. The first thing necessary is to
get more of it. We want it, moreover, in
the field, and not mercly in hope or imagin-
ation. r'he fessons of the war will be entire
ly thrown away, unless thiey force this con-
clusion upon us. Mr. Bruce, in Iis recent
speeches, has Lotrayed an inability to learn
thus lesson, and we fear he is but an example
uf too many among us. The military de-
velopment of the world has reached such 2
point that an army of half a million of men
is on ordinary force. Even this does not
express tho whole power of modern devolop-

taent. The forco of a nation will for the
future consist of its whole able-bodied male
population, This is the grand fact which is
permanontly established by the present war,
and which 1t is idle to overlook. It isafact
which has only been rendered possible by
ratdways and telegraphs; and the present
supremacy of Prussia is in a %]x*ent part due
to the fact that her system, though devised
by her statesmen before such scientific dis-

coveries weroe thought of, happened to be
precisely the system which was adapted to
bring the new puwers into full play. That
which renders an armed nation irresistible
is the means provided by modern science

for its sudden cuncentration. Ian the old,

days, a large standing army, always ready,
was necessarily superior to auy national
force whica could on & sudden bLe concen-
trated against 1t.  Bat the modern fact, at,
least, is indisputable. Wo have seen nearly
the whole active miale pupulation of Zer-
mapy *mobdized, ' or gathered in liand,
and hadled in an overwhelining wass upun
the fi..est standing army of Europe. No,
reast-uable man can doubt that the lesson
widl we learut Uy otlier nations.  France, we,
may Lo sure, wili uut ageui expuse Luself
10 a similar peril.  The lustory of the warld
abundantly proves tbat every advance in |
the military art is promptly umitated. Tho.

Prussian successes are as great. a revolation
as the campaigns of Napoleon. ‘Lheir teach-
ing may be various, but what is placed be.
yond doubt is the fact that the powers of
natious must be measured for tho futare,
Lot by ther standing aimiics aloue, Lut by
the numbers, the vigor, and thie military
efficiency of their male population.

But this country, it is tacitly supposed,
need not measure itself by such a standard.
Wo aro protected by the Channel, and we
need only prepare ourselves to meet such
an army as is likely to effect alanding on
our shores—say 100,000 men. The optimists
who rely entirely on this assumption forget
that this country is liable, in the event of
war, to be called on to meet domands fur
foreign and colonial service to which no
other continental nation is exposed. What
other nation has to provide for the security
of such an empireo as that of India, and at
the same time to furnish garrisons for mili-
tary possessions in almost every sea? If
wo could shut ourselves up within the four
seas, there is no doubt, with a powerful
navy, we could render ourselves secure with
a far smaller force than is found necessary
by such nations as Prussia and France. But
this is precisely what we cannot do, unless
we are prepared to abandon every enter-
prise by winch British power has been ad-
vanced, and our language and influence
spread over half the world.  If Englishmen
are prepared to abondon Indiz, Australia,
Malta, Gibraltar, Canada, and the West In-
dies, they may theu conlent themnselves
with the modest force which would be neces-
sary to meet a probable iuvasion by a Con-
tinental Power. But if not, it will probably
be found that the necessities of our empire
counterbalance pretty nearly the advan
tages of the Channel, and that to insure our
independence in the presence of the enor-
mous powers of the continent, we cannot.
on the whole, fall far shor. ol fhem in our
preparations for defence.

Now, if this Lo admitted, tlio principle on
which Lord ElcLo writes will be established,
and the point atissue nill at most be vne of
detail.  Let us add to what we have just
said that wo ueed bLe under no aoxiety with
resject to our force fur wlat we may call
Iwperial Service. .\ sufficient number of
officers and soldiers will always In this coun
try volunteer for such service. Gur Regu
lar Aroy is enoughi for this purpose. What
wo need is n sufficient fcrce at home to set
our Regular Army free. This it is idle to
pretend wo now possess.  Wo have neither
an 2 lequate number of efficient soldicrs, nur
the war material, nor the organiztion, ar.d
all these threo things must oltain if we aro

ganization and tho war material ave a’mat

ter of military administration and of monoy ;
but how are we to obtain the efficient sol-
diers? Itis to this point that, in his letter
of to day, Lord Elcho addresses himself. Ho
dism sses summarily the idea of depending
upor. mero voluntary enthusiasm, It never
has been sufficient, and we have no reason
to hepo that it ever will. Even in 1803, as
Lord Elcho points out, the national impulse
was turned to practical account by the ap

plication of the ballot for the Militia. In
truth, the whole efficiency of national life
conaists in compelling all to do that which
all acknowlodge ought to be done. If every
able bodied man in the country wore com-
petent to share in its defence, wo might
hold our own against all the nations in tho
world. Every able-bodied man will acknow.
ledge that we ought to be able to do so, and
that he himself ought to take his fair share.
It is for statesmrn and eoldiers to decido
how this general duty can Lo practically tul-
filled, und then to require its obedienco. In
Lord Elcho's opinion this is a very simple
matter. We may dismiss from considera-
tion our Imperial Army. Thore remain tho
Militia and the Volunteers as the substance
of our home force. Let every man be liable
to be trained to efficiency either in the
Militia or the Volunteers. Let the Ballot bo
enforced for the Militia to such an extent
as to raaintain that force in the numbers
deemed sufficient ; let no substitutes bo al-
lowed ; but let men be able to avcid a term
of servico in the ranks either by becoming
thoroughly efficient Volunteers, or hy ren-
dering themselves thoroughly qualified off

cers for the Militia, Let a sufficiont number
of our population, in short, be required to
becomo efficient soldiers, Tt let the nature
of their service be, in great measure, capa-
ble of adaptation tn their means and their
tastes.

Wo have acknowledged that, in principle,
tLis proposal recognizes the real necessi.y
of the day, It insists upon suflicient and
cficientservice. Our only doubt is whetlicr
it goes far enough, and whother there is any
good reason for going further. It is clear
that no force wo may raise will bo of any
use, unless the force to be organized be ofa
Jdefinite aruount and composition. How far
would that Le possible under the sort of
solf adjusting arrangement Lord Elcho sug-
gestsT It twould scem he would fix the
Militia at & given number. and allow unlim-
ited voluntesr’ng for service as officers or in
tho Volonteer Force. We will only say at
prosent tha. even a morr stringent obliga.
liou than this niiy! ¢, ..v believe, be imposed
without any appreciable hardship. To take

10 fecl securo at home and alroad. TlLe or-{ Loys seventeen or cighteen years old, and



