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satisfed with tho decisicn of tho congregation, counuselled delay for
a short timo longer, stating as a reason that a fow rospeoted mem
bera would bo offended and {urthor that in a short timo thero was
overy probability that there would be a pew pastor either as
colleaguo or successor, that no doubt the congregsation would tako
s fresh atart and becomo strongor and more flonrishing than ovor,
then, 8aid bo, will bo your time to introdace tho organ and make
any other changes that might be decmed desirable,

1o view of what happened go sconafterwards, how like propheay
that proved, forin October of tho samo year, he wassuddenly cgll.ed
to hig reward, afte* 2. yoara most congcientions and faithfol minis
try 1o this congregation. Ho was zevered and respected by tho
wholo Church as well as by his own congrogation and will be long
remembered for his active exertions in promoting the unious of the
various Presbytorsan bodics throoghout the Dominion, happily
consummated 10 1875 resniting in the strong and vigorous Presby
terian Charch in Canada and of which Koox forms no unimportant
member.

Vithin six months a call was oxtended tc onr presont estcemed
pastor, who was thon in Buffalo, N.XY. Ho responded to the call
and was indacted into the charge on April 15th, 1840. Ths con-
gregation, which from varions causes had hecome somsewhat
scattered, at once rallied and increased in numbers greatly, tho
church was foll to overflowing, in 1881 tho building ineido was
re-modeliod nnd re-seated and an organ put in without a word of
protest, and were the congregation to be asked to-day to vote, it is
doubtfal if even one person would be found who would ssy tarn
out the organ acd let us go back to tho old way of having tho
Precentorin the box aonder tho palpit, even old Conssrvative ruem.
bers who ware at tho timoe consciontionsly opposed to the introduo-
tion and uss ¢f tho organ have since declarad that they would not
now like tc bo withontit.

Of tho progress of tho congregation since our present pasior
camo to us in 1880, now 15 years ago, you are all cognizant and it
does not become us to say much sseing ho is with us to.uight, ablo
and willing to do good work for the congregation and for the
Master whom it is his delight to sorvo and honor.

Tho coogregation has dono much in the way of hiving and
starting others in tho city, notably West church and Charles 8t.,
now Westminster, both large and flonrishing and its influence is
{olt a1l over the conntry and oven in other lande.

In this short and imperfect skotch of Knox church, after filvy
years, reforence has been n:ado chiefly to the material progress of
tho congregation, whocan estimatc the spiritual results or the valae
and impartance to the community of tho faith{al proachiog of tho
Gospal and witnesaing for Christ on this ground for nearly threo
c{:mrten of a centary, for althongh this is tho Somi-Centennial of
the congregation under its present nameo, ths Gospel hes been -pro-
claimed from this very site for over ssventy-frar years, = gite
vranted freo by tho warm hearted generous do. or, tho lato Jesso
"{etchum, a tablet commemorating whose noblo gilt is to bs secen
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in tho front vestibule of tho church, and which with others crected
in the samo placo 6o narrowly escaped destraction in the late fire
which 8o nearly destroyed the building on Babbath morning, March
3rd, nnd which needs no description here. Alany of us eaw it and
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will uever forget the sight of tho beaati{al spire
Liazing up towards tho heavens to which it had boen
silently pointiog for nearly hall a centory. The
Bell algo, which in its sweet tonos called us to the
Hougo of God will bo heard no more, it baving
perished in the firo with the spize and tower. By
God's good providencs, this the oldest Presbyterian
charch ip tho city was saved from the destruction
which threatened to Iay it low. In this buildiog
some notablo maetings havo been held. Hero, Mr.
Moody of world-wide fame was first beard by many
of us on his first visit to our city. Here, wero also
hoard tho firat of the Pan.Presbyterian Council moet-
ings and others of great importance. Alany besides
Koox congregation, since tho fire have becn giving
thanks to God that oar Chaureh ia still spared to ns.

Dariag tho seventy-four years of which mention
has been made, only founr pastors have ministered
heare. No mean record, sorely !’ And when we look
back ovor all tho way by which God bas led Iis
peoplo here thoss many years, may wonot close thia
sketch with tho words of the 115th Pealm,
* Tho Lord of us hath mindfal been

And He will bless us still.”
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