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on the ground and liad nutubers, influence and ian and two Congregational chur-ches here.
education on their side, do you wonder that Soine of our. chiurches are made up of Episco-
in Canada so flttle progress was mnade when l)alians, Methodists and Presbyterians. Rad we
we caine last on the gi ound, and hiad to labour the advantages that other denominations have
under special disadvantages. When our mis- bacd, or the LT. S., we should have had. a dif-
sionaries camne here, it was only in a fewv places 1ferent story to tell. The third hindrance that
that the way wvas open to themn to enter wvith-; I shall note is the lack of support frorn the
out otfei'ing too manifest a spirit of unseemly iMother Country. The Colonial Missionary
rivali'y. Morcover, the early settiers suffered; Society began well. . During the first ten years
znuch hardship, and were ver-y poor in this: of its operations twenty-tive churches were
-%orldl's goods, and therefore the Methodist orgYanized. Duringr the next ten years eigrh-
itinerating systeni with young mienaccustomed) teen were added to the nuinber, miaking a
to roughing it, and to live on scanty pay,, total of forty-thrce cuch ail of which,
while they travelled over large«- sections of the re)port iii the Year Book; but after that
country, xvas peculiarly adapted to the needs'the progfres-, xas exceedingly slow. 1I[ was
and circumstances of tic early age of this Iunfortuznate that the state and needs of the
country. Not that the itinerant lias an advan- country were not better understood. It was
tage over the settled pastor,on the contrary,the 1a far grandem' work to Congregationalize Can-
settlcd pastor remnaining faithf ully and devot- ada under the diseouragingr circunistances
edly at his po5st wvill have the greater su ccess,and named than was iimagined, and there Nwas
if lie che eright man ycars will deepen the in- manifested inuch impatience for results.
fluence for good tliat lie will have in the corn- The timne of self-sustentation did not conie
muitnity: but if the church be subject to chanoges, as soon as expected, so thiere was dissatisfac-
if tlîcre are long periods of time w'ithot pas tion manifested. and pressure brought to bear
toi-al oversight, and espe,.ially if there should on the churches to do more. At the same
arise pastoral troubles, the advantage lies with 'time it was fclt in many instances by those on
the itinerating systern. _1nother cause of sveak-1 tlid ground, and knew aIl the circumstances,
ness is the lack of eigcration to this country of that more could not be reasonably expected.
tho3e of our faith and order. In this res-pect So it came to be a question whetlîer it were
our churches in tue UT. S. have the advantagc better to abandomn certain churches, and lose
over us ever since the Pilgriin Fathers came, the fruit of the labour of years, or keep on,
and thoughi theywerc peculiar were avcrygood receiving aid grudging-ly given, or tryn to do
class of einigramîts. It is remarkablc, but none wîthout it in t.he hope of reaching the point
the less truc, that few Congregationalists comn- aimaed at. Sensitive men regarded the dissatis-
paratively settle in the Dominion. It may be faction as irnplying a charge of ir-efficiency and
different now but it was- the fact thirty years! lefttheir fields. Ot'hers disliked to take upwork
agrowhen,as adenonîiinat.in,we begrauto labour abandoned under such circumstances, so the
here---the places wlîerc two or three farnilies of! weak chnurclies were left often months, even
Congcregrationial ists were knowý n to have set-! years, -without any pastoral or fosteringy care,
tledwere soon supplied w'ith pastoral oversight, and if they were fortunate enough to> oh-
then tlîe work becanie mnore diffcult. Yet sc>me itaii. a successor, it took years to recover lost
of our best churches were planted where there tground. Sonie were left to die, and the country
wvas not a Congregationalist to encourage the is scattered with the Nvrecks of Congregational
tir-st labourer. l'he Rugby andVespra churclies, ýchurches. Subseq-ient events here shi"ow the
concerning wlîich 1I niayspeak with confidence,; folly of too easily giving up places because the
hias xiot a miember who was origitnally a Congre-: results'do not corne_ up to our expectations.
g-ationalist. or who camie to the country as Some of our strongest churches to-day are
such. The Edc-ar co-.iained but one family ithose who were iong on the mission field, and
who w'ere Congregational before attending thi.a whose pastors iremained at their post in spite

~hurh. his ownhipof telv mils ~uar of tbhe trials and discouragements that migh
wma inainly settled by Presbyterians, in fact have drix en others away. And as a rule the
it miay be safcly said that for on(; Congrrega- churches after reaching the part of seif-susten-
tionialist to the place thiere were 200 P'resby- tation, have repaid doubly the amount expend-
terians. Yet there are but three Presbyter- jed upon thema. It is a matter of surprise when
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