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If by the former, the brother they thave inet to ordain is alrecady an eider, fro
the cixurcli has already elected hM. If by virtue of the latter, then xve
deinand their apostolie gencalogy; for the saine necessity tiow aiscerted to
exist, of hiaving vaiidly ordained bishiops to ordain a bishop, inust have existed
at evcry ordination up to the Aposties.

Apostolic succession of' hands imi unprovcd urnd un.provcablc; and of no
account if it wcre proved. Equaliy vain and enipty miust bc the depenident
theory of officerm' presence being indispensable to ordain an oflicer. It mîust
often have happcned that a church caine togecther to instal or ordain itsfit
eider. Anmd if it neyer happened, the unused riglit would be just as good as
ever. Tu rnd prtil ytrmantat a ehurch i nay do for itself ail
thing,,s necessary for its owr> comîpiete organization ; or, in the n,(rds of the
flrst Eriglish IlDeciar.ition,' (1G5S,) Il Evcry particular society of visible
professors, agreeing to ivalk together in the faitlî and order of the gospel, is
ci coniplete church, and has full powver %vithin itself to elet and ordain al
church oflicers, to exelude ail offenders, and to do ail other acts re1atirig to
the edification and wcli-beitig of the ehurch."

When an ordination to cldership sceens to be donc by the chutrchi at largie,
(by eiders frorn varlous churches,) it is easy to fait into the faliacy that thc
urdained lias some sort of gVenerat offic-power too. If their ofllee-power in
anywisc estends bcyond their own particular churehes, why niay not ,7tis *2
And, stili holding the principle that inside the great dornain of the chureh
universal, thiere are no otiier lines than the llnîiits of the individual chmîrciîes,
it is easy to think that if' these lines are ovcrstepped, (lu an ordination under
the autiîority of a coutieil or presbytery,) there, is an office-power conferred
co-extensive with tbe churcli universal. But if there is no sucli virtue, aud.
no sucliribi this inatter of ordination reomains intact with cat;h indlvi-
duat churcll, as inluel as the power of managing its oivn finances, why is It,
that in this umtter atone, one individuml churcli secks to impinge upon any
other, ini its free action of constituting officers for itself, and gi Ving thenia
statits that cannot be impugned. If wc eleet offleers for ourselves, ail the
churebes wiil recognize thera as sueh, and respect thei. But if we presuine
to eleet officers for thc churcli ut large, it is not to be wondered at., if wc arc
at timnes mortiflcd at the turn cveîins nîay take. The power of a represent-
ative cannot be greater than that of hiis constituents. And if a nian's office-
poiver (I desire carefully to distinguisti between this and preaching, and in
ninny other ways scrving thc churches,) depends on the action of one indi-
-vidu al ctiurel, it cannot bc a Ihardsliîp that biis ciection and ordination by
tli.tt individual clhureli lias flot the saine relation to evcry ocher chur-cli th:ît it
lias to lus own. Whien lie resigos thiat office, lie iays dowîî ail the offlce-
poivcr thc cliurch gave hiîîî, an d becomes again the simple preacher of the
gospel wîich any other christian inay be. But Ibis nieîberslîip, bis eldcrehip
and offlce-power, endcd ln onc chureh, iy be begun de -novu in another.

[Once more it fails to our lot to put in a caveat against the J-il-Clîurch
Indcpendency of Our estccnied contributor. To us the above article secins
to be lîaunted too mucli by tic ideas of Iloffice," Ilstatus," and Ilpower," la
refèrence to the nuinistry of Uic Gospel ; whiic tic New Testament speaks of
it ratiier as a Ilwork,." Again, the writer says but littlc of a Divine Ilcati"
tO bt Il"scp-ZlatCd, Unto the Gospel ;" U caîl preccding and inldependent Of
that oif thec hurcb, and wvlîil the cIIurc lias silîply to nscertaiu and
rccogn ise. Sueli a caîl 13 a different thing frorn the gencrai. coînmissioai

4 Î9


