
A IRAILWÂY ADVENTUEE.

It wau five minutes put moyen, p. m., by the. station dlock, and
consequently, within five minutes of th3 tiine at which the Dillmouth
train was advertîsed to start. Most of ti.passengers had taken their
este, but smre two or three were standing on the. platform near the.
carriages, bent on iiaving a last word witii those they ver, &bout te
leave behind thein.

It vas Wednesday night, and Wednesday vas mark.t-ay
at Mliddlesham. The train was tiierefor. a heavy one, and nearly
every compartinent was full of passengers. It vas 'usually five or
ten minutes late in starting on the Wednesday night, owing te the.
extra traffic ; so that I and the other occupants of the, compartment
ini viich I iiad taken my seat vere rather astoniaiied vhen, the.
pointer having barcly inarked nine minutes pust on the. dial, the
train without any preparatory whistle, moved off. 1 vas under the.
impression that vo ver. shunting for another carniage, for iuch a
thing as starting before time vau neyer known te, have happened et
Middleshamn; but when vo moved past the. long platform, pust the
entra;nce-ignal, and through the bridge beyond, it became apparet
to us ail that w. ver. off. Tiiere vas a simultaneous pulling out of
watches, and surprisedl looks passed from one te the. otiier, and te the.
sti11 open door of the carrnage, as the conviction vas gradually forced
ilpon us....Tiie matter ail at once became serious ideed. W.
were bowling along at a fearful rate, mucii quicker than any of us iiad
ever experienced on any previous occasion on that lin. of curves and
iigly gradients, aid a dreadful fear began te show itself in our faces
-a fear viiicii first found expression froni the. gentleman 1 bave
hitherto designated as the second merchant.

IlIt is my belief," ho said,"I that vo are run away with."
As ho said the words tiiere vas a horrible, breath-taking-jtnbIe of

lampe and wali and dlocks ana iiandbills, and 'white faces, as ve
dashed inte and through another station, and thon away-avay inte
the. black, black night beyond. After that noue of ms doubted that
oun train vas a runaway, and aiso that it vwu running avay to the.
certain destruction of nearly every passenger in it, uleas somethig
could b. don. to arrest its headlong career, and that veny speedily.

When the. keen edge of the siiock iiad somewhat vn of,~ vo began
to think of what chances and means there were of deliverauce, and
naturally, tiie first te suggest itelf vas Ilthe guard." Y«,, doubt-
lees the. guard vould se -tii danger as we had seen: it, and would
3ndesvor te avert the. avful fate viiici s.emed nov hanging over us.
thera v.as comfont in the. thougit : 'but, aise! it vas very short-
lived, for a glance down the. train suffioed te show us thât the. door of
the van vas on. of thos. viih ver. stil standing open. The


