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list of manufactures wvas included for free exciange in the
reciprocity treaty negotiated by the Hon. George Brown in
1867 and agreed tu by the Anerican Executive. 'rte treaty
failed of confirmation by the Senate, as every otiher treaty lais
failed for tie last thirty years that louked to any better
relations between the two countries. But, perhaps a better
day dawns, and the list in the Brown treaty, tiamiplified as il
miglt now be, would cnormously increase the trado relations
between the two countries for the benelit of both.

To wlhich every Canadian manufacturer dissents. Our
ianufacturing industries inust, not be sacrificed to Yankeq'
greed.

SIIOULU STATIONARY ENGINEERS BE
LICENSED 1

At the cnvention of Stationary Eanginers Ield at Pitts-
burgh, Peinn., a few days ago, a question was brouglit hiiicli
lias long been agitated by tiis clas.- of workers. Tim was
the question of securing a state law for the licensing of cngi-
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regulations require that eigineers running the smallest .teaimi-
boats on our rivers shall pass ai exaitmiiiiatioi, and be duly
licensed uas a imeasure of public safet.y. Tie enigiieers euployed
in city industrial establishmnts have fur greaiter responsibili-
ties, so far as the safety of life is concerned, for thero are
steai plants hidden under city sidewalks that could do a
grent deal of damage in the iands of caîrelesas or incompetent
engineers. The time will doubtless comte when it wil] bc
iecesairy to license this -lass of engineers by a State law.v, as

it is now- done in somae cities by municipal regulations, but it
will be done for the sake of public safety and not to assistt a
ci.ss of workers in holding employment.

This matter applies witi equal force in Canada. The Cana-
dian law, like the Anierican, requires that cigineers having
charge of the engines of even the smallest steaniers shall be
licensed and that only after a proper examination, while those
liaving charge of stationary engines are under no such
restraitît. One very seldoi hears of the explosion of a steam.
boat boiler, but. the explosion of boilers in sawmnilîs and
factories, tires4hiing îmachines, etc., is of commauon eccurrence ;

i amld thousands of unsuspecting persons pass daily along streets
nade by the organiz.ation in different states te get such a law beeath the surface cf wich are stam boilert not always in

passed, for the purpose, as they say, " of preventong incomi- Iite charge of kilful, sber and properengineiers. This ougt
petent and unskilled engineers frin coupeting with good n s
worknica." A conmittee on license, which had been appuinted
for the purpose of getting data on the present, laws and the FREE TRADE AND DIRECT TAXATION.
scopo of the association's influence, made its report. The The Buffalo Courier is in many respects like the Toronto
coanittee reconnuended that each Stato nake its own law in Globe-in favor of the greatest possible reduction of duties,
regard to license, a Uhe law of ene State would not do forand thev are unlike in that The Courier is not in favor of
another. stamp taxes, such as now prevail il the United States, while

Regarding this eifort The Americ.a Manîufacturer says:- The Globe is very mnucht in famer of direct taxation. Tie
While there is; a great deal to lie said in% favor of a law Courier says:-

licensing stationary engineers, the argument advanced by the
organizatiounmentioned is hardly a strong one. If tue eni Wliat the country needs is not heavy internai revenue

neers inove for a license law iercly to protect themi in their taxes, but lower duies, wine will increase revenue and re-
eipluynent, thev will not, be successful in their efforts. We move trade restrictions at the sane timue. Tie people will

are aware that" the Na tional Association of Stationary not tolerate nany staunp taxes in time of peace. They are net

Eninecrs is net a labor organi?.ation and perhaps it lias been ofnly a direct assessment on business operations, but are ex-
somewhabtncorr.ctly reported in this matter, but the reason trenely inconenient. Thte people of the United States are
«iven for the enactmiîent r f a licensc law sounîds a great udeai .i a huirry. That is their chronic condition. Tney have no

like the arguments advanîced by the average labor union. It tune to lick stamps where it can be avoided.
cannot be denied tiat therc are several good reasons wlay there To whaichi Tie Atnerican Econoiist makes reply as follows:-
should be State laws requiring an examination of the men who Tiis l' tie Demiocratic idea of hîow to nake a country pros.
have stationary engines iln their charge. Thte Uited States perùus and happy. aincrease the revenues by increasing the

BUSINESS FAILURES IN CANADA.

The following is Bradstreet's iist of business failures in the Dominion of Canada and Newfoundland for Saine mnonths in
three years, with assets and liabilities:-
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In the first nine iontis of 1896 the total naumber of business failures in C-aada were 1,651, with assets 85,047,300 and
liabilities $12,219,996, while the failures durmiîg the same period in Newfoundland were 12 witl assets SI,622, and liabilit-ies,
842,866. The failures for the nine montlis' period of I598 nake an emiinently satisfactory showing, aggregating, as they do,
only 1,091, with aggregate liabilities of 87,592,510, a decrease of 26 per cent. in numaber and of 29 per cenL in liabilities
from last year, and of 34 per cent. in numnber and of 39 per cent. in liabilitics froin 1896, and it is possible, in fact, to go back
ten years in thie Canadian failure records without, finidinig a total of failures or liabilities for the nine months' period as small
as that reported for the current year, tius aigain confîirming the ainost unanimously good reporte r»ceived as to Canadian
trade during the present year.

Tusn CANADIAN MANUFACTURR is indebted to Mr. T. C. Irving, of Bradstreet's, Toronto, for the aboie statenent,.
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