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which it is so diilicult to withstand, who desire Government
sanction to take money unjustly out of the packets of the people,
He should mention some of the industries wiich he bas dis-
covered that thirteen yoars of protection of thirty or thirty-five
per cent, had failed to infuse uny hfe into. Ho should tell
what industries he considers not appropriste to the country
and which, therefore, shou!ld be allowed to die. He should
tell why any industey which, under protection, had tuken root
and grown strong should he encouraged even wore than it is
now. Hu should uplmn his method of reasoning, in the light
of his ante-vlection promises, why indastries which do not show
aigns of healthy vitality should be incontinently choked and
stacved to death. Aun indignant and deceived constituency
would be interested in an explanation if M= Cockburn could
possibly find time to make it.

We challenge Mr. Cockburn’s detinition of tho idea of the
National Policy. We deny that the founders and sdvocates of
it evor promised for it that after a few years of it wur manufact-
urers would be able tosell their products at as iow prices assimi-
laracticles could bo obtained for abroal. That iden is oxcessively
ridicalous and could only have orviginated in Mr. Cockburn’s
brain some timno after the dishes had been rewoved from the
banquet table. He well knows that, according to the ethics of
protection, the height of the duty should represent in the pro-
tected country only the greater cost of labor and materials there
over that in competing countries; and he knows that that is
chiefly what the manufacturers ask for.

1t is this sort of demagogueism that is fast sinking into con.
tempt many of the so-called adherents to the National Policy
in the House of Commons. The hope is ontertained by many
that, under the premiership of Sir John Thoinpson, less politi-
cal shuffling will be dono and more attention paid to the require-
wents of the country. It is to be sincerely hoped that Mr.
Cockburn is not an exponent of the viaws of the Government.
We do not belicve he is.  We also hope that the report is
incorrect which states that hoth Mr. Denizon and Mr. Coats-
worth listened to Mr. Cockburn's speech *in dead silence.”
Bruve and courageous men do not remain in dead silence when
they hear slanders uttered against their friends.

AS TO AN IRON INDUSTRY.

Tue Toronto IWorld, in discussing the recent meeting of
citizens interested in the wanufacturing welfare of Toronto,
said that that weeting established two points of the utmost
importance, namely, that citizens of influence, adberents of
both political parties, have great confidence in the future of
Toronto as « manufacturing centre ; and that men of scientific
knowledgs and of large practical experienco in the use of iron
believe in the feasibility of making Toronto alive with iron
activities. The ground being thus clear of politieal obstacles,
and the assurance of success being so confirmed, the next step
was, it said, to acquire and to make public sucl practical infor-
mation as is needed to justify capitalists in embarking in this
entorprise. It urged the ’ppointment of 3 Commission by the
Ontario Government specially charged with the duty of wek-
ing enquiries in regard to the wjning, smelting and manipula-
tion of iron, and that a deputation should wait upon the
Ontario Ministers to urge this course. It specified the items
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upon which positive, expert, reliable information was needed,
such as tho Inying down of iron ore in this city, the cost of fuel
and flux, the most desirable kind of furnace, its cost of con-
struction, tho cost of labor, of management, of distribution,
aud the extent. of the probable wmarket ia whichiron thus pro-
duced would be sold. It also declared that suppositious und
general statemants were of no value, thatthe information must
Lo spectic, und that when such information was obtained and
published capitalists would be able to docide if any legislation
was needed, and what necessary to remove ditficuities in the
wuy of embarking in the enterprivo. The Comaission to obtaiu
this information, which should consist of well qualitied experts,
shouid, it says, visit the American centres of iron mining and
making, slso the ivon districts of Great Britain, to learn the
conditions uvder which the industry is there conducted ; and
if the local pubijic are too supino to furnish fuuds for this work
an appesl should be made to the Gaveraments of Ontario aud
the Dominion for help, as the question ut issue is of vital
importance to the whole country.

The World maps out an extensive and expeusive programine
for the discovery of information which we either already have,
or which is not at all necessary in solving thisquestion. With-
out any further cxpert teatimony we know that Ontario
abounds in iron ore and fuxes well adapted for the manufuc-
ture of iron ; we can tell to a dime what the cost of them per
ton would be laid down at Toronto or anyother point ; that we
have no supplies of coal in Outario which could be ueed as fuel,
and that if cokeis used our dependence would necessarily be
upon American ovens. We need no expert testimony on
these most important points, for we arc familiar with
them already. We know that coke iron and steol can be
wanufactured as cheaply in Totonto as in Buffalo or Chi-
cago, and we also know that chiarcoal iron of the best quality
can be made here ns cheaply as in Michigan. With all this
important infortaation alreadyat hand ; and being able to teill
by reference to the Blue Books of the Dominion what our
requirewents of iwported iron and stees and manufactures
thereof actually are, it really does not reguire the services of
experts to tell us approximately the extentof the home market
we might enjoy if we possessed an iron and steel indusiry,
The question, then, does not require the services of experts.
The World must be aware of the fact that there were gentle:
men at the recent public meating who had already very thor-
cughly investigated this question, and who had expressed a
willingness to invest suflicient monoy in the establishment of
an iron industry in Toronto if certain concessions could be had
from the Ountario and Dominion Governments. The assuzauces
required were that the Dominicn Government: should guaran-
tee tho payment of a bonus upon the production of pig iren for
a sufficiently extended term of years; that the tariff duty on
pig iron would not be lowerad in that time, and if it was that
the Lonus should be correspondingly incroased, and that the
Ontarib Government would also guarantee a bonus of equal
amount and for the same period as the Dominion Government.
The location upon which to eroct the works proposed by these
gentlemen was a secondary consideration ; and it the matter
had progressed to a point where the location must be decided
upon, if it could not have been secured in Toronto it wonlrl

have bhicen had elsewhiere.
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