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prowd waves be staved.”  The advent of steam-
propelled vessels and of manufacturing machiner.
revolutionised these old conditioas,
EURropE 15 Now A VasT Facrory.

The home markets are no longer able to absorb ali
the llome products. Henee has come a2 time whon
atl the nations are secking ontlets for their industrial
products, and competing wath cach other for territ or
1l possesaon or for poltical power from and 3
wineh thes hope to enlurge thar foreign trade. Grea
betam has plaved the most distingnished part
this movement which as remarhabhy allustrated oo
Ber relatiens wuh China Fhe Chinese anve ever
been exclnane  In 1oy and 1633 they reiused o
trade with the Duteh. It was nearly a centuny late
before trude was allowed with England thpoueh the
East India Company. which up to 1834 condueted all
tntish commerce with Clana, Later offorts to en
largze 1rade led 1o the war of 1R40-42, wlich resn «d
m Hong hong buang caded to Graat Britain, andd
the ports ot Shangha, Canton, Ameny and  other
places beuyt apened 1o Furopean trolers. Although
Chinstan sssons were established sn China nee
centurtes age, the resources of the Empare wete little
known.  Speamiens of its ilhs and porcckun o -
ferh quabty were held rather as conosities than ar-
ticles of commerce. Persons now living  rentem®s ¢
this.  As Iate as 1837 3R, even in 1870, senpots =
ficts arose between the Ciiinese amd Furopeans,

caused by the dishihe of China to forcigners and to

foreign trade, the posalnlties of which then began
to be reabized by England, France, and the  Unit -1
States. Wherd the carcase is there will the eagles
and the bears gather.

THE RUSSIAN BEAR CLAIMS ITS SHARE,

Russia in 1800 compelled Ching to allow her Sibersn
railway ta be extended through the Provinee of Man-
churia, the obicctive point bemg Corea, which hangs
down at the North West of the Yellow Sea. mueh
as the Florida peninsula does in the Guli of Mexie o,
By Rursian diplomacy Corea became a prote-tora.e
of Russia. and by Treaty was enabled o enyon am
castern port open all the vear round.
meant by fapan to be its prize of the war with Cluna:
naturalls. therefore, s practical seizure by Russin
Was a very sore expericnee for lapan, which it will
resent if cver an opportunity offers. The pusssessi m
by Rusda of Corca, and of a port in China, Hae
aroused the jealousy of Germany,  France alwo has
had a visit from the " green-eved  monster.” as
her interests in China are in ~ome peri? from Rusaan
intrigues  and ierman movements, e placate the
French a scheme was concocted 10 giveupto Fran e
the Province of Yunan, which lavs e the extreme
south west of China  “This was not an agrecable
prospect for Graat Britain, 1t threatened a serons
disturhance of Britsh interests in Ruraah Its ef-
fect, if consummated, wonld have led to the practical
excludion of Great Rritain from the trade of a large

Corea was
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part of the Chinese Empire, as Germany, Russia and
France would have monopolised the entire commerce
of two-thirds of the Provinces of China, and they
would have established strongholds, menacing to afl
other powers, especially Japan and Great Britain,
POSITION OF JAPAN,
To Japan these Furopean intrigues and movements
were, as they vet are. highly offensive.  The Japan-
ese would declare war with Russia and Germany with
enthusiasm, as they consider themselves robbed  of
the recompense of reward, for which they fought with
China so gallantly, but at such an cnormous cost.
Japan ran down the game which a stronger dog is
threatening to devour. “To the victors belong the
spoils ™ savs Japan, to which Russia replies: “Those
spoils are ours by superior might, which, on your
own principle, constitutes right.”  While all  this
manocuvring is going on, looking to the partition

and distribution of China like a Christimas turkey, the

Empire which contains one-third of the world's popu-
lation seems cither unconcerned or paralvzed at its
threatened fate. The Chinese always hated war: they
were a vast ‘1eace Society,” to their infinite honour ;
But, as this world is now constituted, a love of peace
which leads to unpreparedness for war in seli-defence
Is cettain to invite aggressive attack. .
CANADA 1S VITALLY INTERESTED

in the aggressive designs of Russia, Germany and
France in regard to China, so also are the United
States.  If the trade of China were to come under
the control of those three powers to the extent
threatened, the commeraiat intercourse of this con-
tment with that Empire would be cut down to narrow
limits.  Other European nations also have their in-
terests in Chinese trade threatened by the present
movement.  The drama st opening 1s one ot sta-
pendous possibilities. 1t there is a struggle over
e parttion of China, as 1 on the cards, it will be
on a scale of greater magmtude than any recorded
m history.,  The thunder ot the war vessels on she
voast of China would shake the world.

————
FIREPROOY¥ BUILDINGS.

The conflagraticn in London by which one of the
most valuable sreas o the worlkd was devastad,
afforded an illustration of the saving: “for want of a
shoe the horse was lost.™  \When the buildings there-
on were erected, and in their subsequent alterations,
there seems to have been an entire absence of any
mtention to protect  them from  fire.  Extensive
blocks were so connected by “tunnels,” or passage
wavs, as to render them practically one building with-
caut any means of isolating any individual warchouse
i case of i fire, It is desirable that not only arcni-
tects and huilders should be fully informed as to the
requirements of a building. to render it as far as
possible  fire proof. but that private  proprietors

who , own. or propose to erect warchouses



