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prised at lte large nniber of thei whicli cati be traceti
la a , 1cold. "

Il is îîat the purpose cf tItis article ta go into the
questionî cxhaustively, but %we thîrow out lte above
liits as a remnîdcr that iii ordinary cases Mieni a lisait
lias a "cold" Iliat is giviiig hit aîîy trouble, lic is
brevetteti for the ceîîîelery, unless lie takces the grcatest
care cf lîjinscif, anti eveit thcui a single expostire iiay
carry lîlut off. Our graveyards are fu11 of lte victinîs
cf " colti," atîd altlîouglî people do net sectlu te realize
te fact. the :iunber of dcatlis attribulable te " a cold "

iu anstvers te questionts iii applications for liii. ssutrauicc
furnish striking evidetîce iii support cf titis position.

SOME ECHOES OP THEE INSUIRMiCE CONGRIESS
Those wvlio arc iiiîercsled in te subject of iiîsur-

axice iii ils varions branihts will ftiid pleuitv cf enter-
taiiiin-g readuîug iii the liuiber of valtiable papers
ivhich %vere read before lte iiisurance section cf the
'%VorId's- Cciigress at Chicago, duriiig lte week begiti-
ing i9tii uit. The reniarks by Major C. E. livciî iii
ais address of ivelconie at the opeuiîg cf the Fire Iîîsur-
ance A.uxiiiary, contains several intecsig faiciS.
Space will only admuit of a few extracts. H-e said -

" There are about x,6oo conîpanies Q doiiug busi-
ness, carryiiîga conitinugent liability of ovcr$15,0oo,ooo,-
o00, %viicli is greater ttau the aggregate cf te nationial
delt-the fundeti delits of ail lte States, cilles, tewîis,
railroads aîîd capital cf ail the nîationial baîîks-a sunsi
gretler than the linan mid cai coniprcliend, andt
%vlsich the companies are payiîîg at lte rate cf over liaîf
of one per cent. per aîîîîuîîîi, or more il -1i $75.000,000.
The officiai records do îlot show this, bx:ause luec are
several lînîdreti town aî,cl ccuîtry coipauics thiat do
not niak-e officiai retunis. The profit coi this imnise
business lias tiot for ycars bienu 4 pier cent. Iiisurauîce
siîould conbmî-e ail cher property b)usiness., Tlîouglî
a business of the hargcst magniltude, il is often the uxost
nuismanagcd. A lau upon rmal estate se.-urity re-
qUires examnuatioîî, appraisai by c.rcxrts, ait abstract
cf titie, a comumission, prompt plyiueit cf iiterest, and
lug e cases eut cf tee prompt payntient cf prinicipal. A
polie>' of insuratice cf like ainount upon the samte pro-
perty ruay be procured, for tlienere asking-ipon
payment cf a small preiu-on the average about
oue-tenth cf te anumal intercst paid for the loa, %vith
an average certaiuîly tuat a loss wvill occur equal te
sixty per cent. cf tua: preruluin. %Ve <le net require
that the underground growth of a city should kcep
pace %viîl that abeve groundt, or require pay for the
deflciency. Tihe %%vtecr distributioni cf cities as a rule is
twenty-fivc years beitinti wviîat it siionîti be to-day. WeV
have lhree-story ire departînents for six-story buildings.
We permit the erecticîl of ciglil andi ten-stcry buildings
and upward on four-story xwater suippi>' strectsand -%vlicii
we consider tîtat il requires about a gallon of %watcr for
every cubic foot cf fire area, this becontes a question cf
vital inportance. We cwrite risks cf large arca, wholly-
beyond the reacli cf water suppiy or fire deparluxent,
witiiout adequale extra charge for the ire liazurd
assunicd." * * %, * *

The expense cf dcing the business lias alniost
doubied during the hast: twvenly-fivc years-tixes ire
required tîpoit gress prcmunis, whiich iii oue Stale
averaged for teri ycars~a 221ler cent. on tue net premitim
received iii Ilat State. The fées andi taxes iii autether
State since ils itîsur.ance departuacul was createi wece
sufficlent te build a modern State lieuse. Tlîe loss
clainis paid to individual citizens exceeti, lu many

States. tie taxes paici by te people into tîteir State trea-
sury for the support cf îlîeir State gov'ertnîent. Wie
our business is burdeîîed wvitli oiicrous legisiatioli, the
incrcascd cost of wliich te people iutust pay. * ***

Uponi the inecd of uîîiforînity in insuraxce iegisiatioii
iii the several States, ain exceediîîgiy instructive paper
wvas rcad by Mr. George B. Luper, te Ixîsurance coin-

isoner of Pemnsylvania. The fact of the reqite
mnts imiposeti by the various States upon corsipanies
being so dissisniar, inakces these regulations, burdenî
sote andc usCess. Tiiese cvils cry for refortn either

in tie shape of national supervision or uniforrn legisia.
tion. The formier systei, tliat of Federal supervision,
would he apt to create legisiative difficulties with
States ever jealous cf tiheir riglit te regulate ail classes of
bussiincss witii tiicir own borders. The other ructiioù,
uniiformiit-. of legislatioti by lte severas States, couid
oniy be madie practical andi possible after the people
anti conîpaiies arc cciucatud, to se ils needs and
betiefits. He :-i -

'The onily plani by which a start cati be macle
!owards; iiniformiity% of legisiation is for the insurance
initerests; to organiize, anid petition, te governors of the
respective States to appoint one or miore representalive
mets front cai State to, draft a law speciaily adapttd
for genceral use iii ail te States. Thîis proposed lawv
slîould provide for the regulatioli of ail classes of insur-
aiice cor)oratiotis, botliforeigiî anti domestic. Itsîould
provide for uîîiforin fecs. uniforin blaîîks of ail kinds,
uiîifornî tal aws, andi. above ail, il shouiti be sa plalin
andi explicit iii its ternis as le insure unifornîity of
execution. The <iiscî-tioiîary potvcr iodged ln the
biands of insurance cosnîiss.oners siould be -so guardcd
.as te prevexît the lordly exercise of assunîcti p3wer.
The details and iiîot the generai provisions slîould bic
rmade the imiportanît fealures. It is a grave error la
assumîie iliat laws are uîiiforni because tlîcy are soute-
wvliaî simiilar inii ieir geinerai requirenîciits- These arc
casily contiplied, %itli, but endless trouble îay arise
becauise of thc dissiînilarity of a ver>' unîtuportant
blaik, or because of the clîangiiîg of a single sentence,
or possibiy a wvord, lu an animal staternent. * * * *

-' * " Iii ni>' opiniion, ' Unifortu Legfislation ' iii a
getîcral andi looseiy defiuîcl scisse is cf 11111e couse-
quence or vaine, because il wvill be found tliat Siate
officiais %vill refuse te adop the prescrlbed blanks if
tliere is aiiy snîrt of a chance to evade tiin. The
nationîal conîvention of itisurailce conimissioricrs lias
muade every lîoncst effort te secuire a uifortît aaiiiiil
s;tatemtent blauîk, but there arc a nunîber of commiiis-
sioîiers %vîo, have failed, or refuse(& te adopt il. 0!
course, il caunot be expectet hiat sucli a iaw %vould bc
adopleti liv ail the States, nor evcn by a stajority of
thieni ; but it is reasoisable te, expect tlîat a few of c'ur
lcadiîig Sta!cs would acccpt tlie conclusions cf sonice
sucli comnmissionî as I have descrliced, anîd wlîeîi onîce
ou tieir statuite bookcs, a startiuîg point for future effirt
wvill have been.ittaiiîced.' * * ** Iiisurance laws in ail
the States ouglit te be so carefuilly franied as te nuake
il uniip.sible for a citizen te be inisposed upon by wortii
less andi dtsigning compalies. They ouglit to bc- so
clcar and cxplicit iii their teruiinology, and so faith-
fülly exe-cuted, that the liuniblfest citizen in accepliîig
a policy from a duiy accredilcd coxupan>' (andi il ought
te bc impossible for aiîy other te exist) rua> kîîow tint
lie lias a coîîîract that %will lie carrieti eut iiign

One of lte uîost niotable paliers cf the conigre--s was
" A Histoxy cf Aiiierlcaîî Life Insuratice " rend b>'
lrqeident 4NcCall of the New *V7orkz Life. He divided
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