THE CATHOLIC REGISTER,

THURSDAY, APRIL

27, 1899.

RECOLLE.TIONS OF MONSIGNOR (FATHER) PROULX

‘The name heading thiz contributton
to the Nlzaare Rainbow will 12call to
the manory of thousands of Cutholics
and Protestants, too, In that portion
of Ontarfo, west of Kinkston, a grand
And noble character.

It occurred to the writer that those
who personally kKnew the good Father
Proulx in hia lifetlme, and even those
whe only knew Bl by tradition, would
be pleased to nd in tho April number
of the Rainbow, a brief sketch, how-
ever defoctive, of the ploncer missioine
ary o the nineteenth century among
the Indians of the Great Manttoulin
Island and along the xhores of the
Georglan Bay and Lake Huron. It ix
much to be regretied that rome one of
hir <ontemporniiss among the reverend ,
clesky tn the western aliocese of One-
tariv, who hnd known him so fntimute-
Iy and who was xo capable of dolng
Sustice 1o the rubject, has not under- !
talen the pleasing task=—a labour of
Jove—of publlahing it sultatle eulogy '
to his memory and merits.  This was |
casler of accomplishment, Afteen or
even ten yearr since, than now, How !
fow, alas! ave lft of the many prieats
who were mssoclated with him in the
sacied ministry twenty, not to #peak ot
forly yeavs ago!

Who are they among the sucvivors,
Jn the whole provines, who can recol-
Ject the genfal and. hospitable parlsh
priest of Oshawa In the fiftlea? Mgr.
Farrelly, of Beleville, Dr. Flannery, of
Windsor, Fathers Northgraves, of
London, and Conway, of Peterborougi
nearly, 1f not entirely, fill tho st

How many live, who, later on, shar-
od hls friendship and enjoyed his wo-
dety at 8t. Mary's, when assistant to
Vicar-General Walsh, and when after-
wards pastor of that parish himself?
Except his Lordship Bishop O'Connor,
ot Peterborough, Dr. Kilroy, of Strat-
ford, and Vicar-General Heensn, of
Hamliiton, the writer cannot bring to
his memory any other names, than
those first mentfoned. Very Rov. Vicar-
General McCann, now - Adminlatrator
of the Archdloceso of Toronto, Dean
Harris, P.P. 8t. Catharines, and Father
Rohleder were not then cordained.

What o rarc treat it would be to
have a memolr of Father Proulx from
the pen of cither of his old friends, Dr.
Flannery or Father Northgraves, as
each one Is well acquainted with the
leading features and salient points In
his missionary W2 and the porsonal
traits which would make such a proe
duction so valuable and interesting.

Father Proulx was born on the $th of
May, 1808, at Rlver St. Plerre, near
Montreal. lils father was Louls Basil
Provix ,and his mother Mario Thals
Folry, hoth ot xood lincage. Ho wus
clorely connectcd with several of tho
mceat refined and werlthy famlifes of
Lower Canada. The late Senator La-e
coste—the Bayard of the Upper Cham-
ber—was hia brother.In-law, whose
=on, 8ir Alexander Lacoste—so worthy
such a fathcr—ix Chlet Justice of thy
Province of Quebec. His brother, Dr.
J. T. P. Proulx, ot Lambton, Que., and
1. Jovitte Vercheres de Boucherville,
of Ottawa, Rhother nephew, are amonsg
the surviving relations,

His early studles were begun at 8t,
Hyaeinthe, where -he made hia classl-
cal course. Having decided upon en-
tering the pricsthood, he studied dlvin-
ity at Quebec and was ordalned by
Right Rev. Bishop Lartigue, at Mont-
real, tn 1836,

While prosecuting hls studics the
young ecclexlastic fell Into dellcate
health. In consequence of having out-
grown his strength he became very
stender and enfeebled and threatencd
censumption.

No one who was acquainted with
Father, Proulx, at any time, during the
last forty-five years of his lite, could,
jmagine that he had been In danger of
falling a viotim to that fell discase,
His physique was magnificent and im-
poslug, standing six-feet three inches
in height and having = chest muasure-
ment of fitty-six inches. Who that saw
him at Oshawa, or Toronto, on the
altay or In majestic galt on the street,
or sitting behind his well-bred driving
horse,~and he prised a good horse--
hurrying to a sick call, svould sup-
pose that he had cver had an hour's
iliness! He was the impersonation ot
robust health, vigour and vitality. So
grand and striking was hig appaarance
that few passed him by, whether
strangers or acquaintances, without
turning round to look at and admire
the stately form and carrlage of the
venerable and popular priest.

Before his ordinatlon Father Proulx
made a resclution to volunteer his sor-
vices a8 a misslonary among the In-
dians of Upper Canada. In doing this,
he had In view the design of labouring
among the descendants of those tribes
that rewarded tho xeal and devotion of
Bribocut and Lalemant and the other
Jerujt missionaries in thelr behalf, by
the most painful death which their
crucl Ingenuity could devise.

Pending his departure for the west
and while making preparations for his
Jowrney, Father Proulx was tempor-
arily appointed Vieaire of Lapralrie,
‘where  ho remained  three or four
months. There being a groat scarclty
ot pricsts In the dlocese of Kingston
—then the only eplacopal see in Upper
Canada—Father Proulx, at the urxent
request of Bishop Gaulin, becams a
subject of that prelate. A marked and
wondertul improvement in his health
took place, 80 that within & yeur atter
leaving Montreai hc had gained
strength enough for any labour or
hardship.

His first mission, Penetangulshene,
embraced Within Its lmits the aacred
and historic dtwtrict, the soft of which
was sanctified and fructified by the
Wood of the Jesuit Fathers just refer-
red t6, And contained an area of about

424 wquare milles The Christian Inlands
n the kouthern portlon of the Georglan
Bay, formed part of hin porish.  [lix
Ut becane une of trials, hard work,
hardships, and seif«denial; to nfl which
o beerme reconelied as the cholee was
his own ta fulill the will of God In this
way. The great zeal, patience and in-
domitable courage, which ho porressed,
well fitted him for tho tryIng ordeal
through which he passed while mine
latering to a semi-barbarous people
composcd ¢ Indiana and somo French
Caradians cngaged In trapping and
lumbering. His tender heart and ami-
able disposition contributed largely to

.the success he achloved in winning over

these denizens of tho forcst to the truo
falth, to the practico of religlon and
to tho saving of thelr souls.

Tho object which Father Proulx had
proposed to himeelf In leaving s
native dlocese, pursuant to the solemn
Intention he had formcd, when in poor
health, was not quite attalned in nhix
first misslon. His paramount dexive
was to exert his cfforts and cnergy to-
wards tho conversion of the pagan In-
dtans of the Manltoulln Island and
along the shores of the Georglan Buy
and Lake Huron, who were more nuim-
erous In these parts than In the Peno-
tanguirhene mission. Hence ho bade
an 1 1l to his
chfldren on  the malnland, who were
Inconsolable at his departure, sel out
for the Manltoulin and took up his
1esidence at Wikkemlkong, where the
Jesult  Fathers, who succeded him,
have an extensive and flourishing mis-
slon.

Father Proulx spent twelve ycars
among the Indians. He suftered severe
privations and had to contend with
and for 1
and obstacles In furiherance of his
noble and charitable work. He had
aeveral marvellous cacapes from denth
at the hands of the yoor ignorant and
superstitious savages whom he sought
to bring to God and for whose salvae
tlon he would have cheerfully died.

Knowing that feats of strength and
herolsm such as proficlency In mark-
mnuship, as well with the bow as the
shot gun and rifie, carocing, ete., com-
marded the admiration and respect of
the red men, Father Proulx so far mas-
tered those achlevements ay not only
to cqual but to excel thy Indlans in
thelr cvery-day explolts from  boy-
heod.

The followink Incident will serve to
show the advantages he derived from
hir remarkable physical powers and
presence of mind. On = certain oce
casfon when calling at the wigwam of
a pagan Indian family he pouced a
child at the point of death. He had
many times before sought periniasion
to baptise the little  papoose,” but in
valn., Heelng that no time was to be
lost he selzed the opportunity that
offered to pour water on the infant's
head und mRdminister Baptism. The
child died almost Instantly. The
mother, who had partly scen what had
been done, became drendtully enraged,
u teellng which spread among those
around when she accused tho * black
gown’' of causing the death of her
child. It wax a moment of, great peril.
Father Proulx knew very well that to
show any sign of fear or attempt to
retreat would coat him his lite, There-
fore he stood his ground. The Indlans

1o sented about twelve hundrod Indtang,
held out some  hope te My O'Meara
thar they would foln s church. That
worthy an, clated by the proppoct of
« large an accewrlon 1o MMx meagre
congregadon, determtned  upon ghlng
grent celat to the feception of those
teaphytea fnta htx fold.  Accordingly
he set out for Toronto in a large war
cauoe, paddied by o number of In-
diany, In feathers and war  aint, to
Lilng Blshop Strachan ond other note
ebley to the lland.  The Intention wan
that hin Lordship woutit himwelt oftlel-
ate on thix remarkable ocenslon, vhien
aich a constderable number of hitherto
benighted paganr was to be addsd to
e spiritunl subjects,

L'homme propose mais Dicu dlapose,
Fathier Proulx was apprised by some
of hi» Indizns of Mr. O'Meara’s intend..
4 coup, which he, at onee, sot to work
te frustrate and counteraet. Through
his magle influence @nd thelr unbound.
vd esteem for nim, pagans though they
were, he fnduced the chlefs to assems
Ule the Indlang dally in tho apen air,
and, atanding on 1 plne stump, which
sepved an o pulpit, he expounded to
them, tn eloquent and glowing lane
RKusse, the trutha and doctrine of the
Catholie Church. In these exhortations
Father Prouix ptoved that tie zoubrt-
quet glven him by the Indlans, viz,
“The Captivating Spaaker,” had heenr
well bestowed. He so offectually ap-
pealed to thelr hearts and understand-
Ing, nnd led captive their will, that be-
fore the return of Mr. O'Meara with
the biskop, he hed the hrppiness, to
use u favourite Protestant expression,
of *snatching brands f:om the burn-
ing,” to the number of twelve hundred
and more. Needless to say, Mr. O'-
Meara was much disapopinted and cha.
grined over his bllghted expectatlons

Bishop Btrachun, while Journcying
Wack to Toronto, hat ample food for
ralutary refl-ction on the futliity of
seeking to invelgle the Indians Ly
promising to pamper them when they
would turn over. They had sufilcient
intelllgence to distinguish between the
emptincss of & hollow and soullead
creed, of human device, and the tultiess
. of falth and trith as coming from God
Himselt.

After twelve years of ceascleas and
untiring misslonary work among the
tndians, which was most succenstul,
both s regards the number of souls
brought Into the true Church und thelr
stendfasiness in the faith, Father
Proulx lett the Manitoulln just in time
to glve his much-required and valuable
assistanee  to  the lumented  Blshop
Power, at ‘Tofonto, In nttending to the
fever-stricken Irish n

forne, to-duy, Within a scctlon of 2
Lo mbler, eadt and vext
ough to Baswmana i
1o Lak: Rimeoe,

not it
Were b
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Med tr Father Proulx “or ase
them to establixh thelr fieat
modear homestead in the wBdeciess of
thore covly 3w, It ix not surprislng
thnt he wav se dearly befoved gn the
Osbana mdsslon. and that, i tuen, he
had #uch g wirny affectiw for those
Whese veltaze b moted at na sinall
personrl macrifle,

AR the utcome of hin awect digpor]-
tien and ambable  character, Father
Prowiy wae held In much honour and
appreclation by all denominatlons of
¥ . He war to
tell, With pleaswre and pride, of the
cordial and flewdly trentment Ye .met
at the hands< of hix Orange neighbours,
when traveling through the country In
Jutrult of hin saersd calling. [t often
occutled that  some  wikhap  to his
hovxe, Luggy, or citter would place
Abn i a dllbmma, or that he would get
bendglted o #term-bound In his long
drlver to sielt €l or ather dutles, In
all Al etierkendles s et with ready
aml promut  hodp and genuine Irish
tespltality fiom the biethrea.

The lole Aichbishop  Lynch, taking
to condddoration the arduous abours
and trylng ordeals througis which Fa-
ther Pisulx had passed in thirty-five
years, and desiring to give him some re-
Nef from the gtraln to which his consti-
tution and strvngth had been subjected
all this time, Invited him, In 1360, to
‘foronte.  He  was appolnted to the
parish of St, Mary. a8 assistant to Fa.
ther Walkh, the pastor,

When the troops sent to Canada,
congeqtient. upon the “ Trent * difficul-
1y, Wete quartered in Toronto, in 1861,
Father Proulx rcvelved the appolnte
ment of military chaplain, and contin-
ued to Il that office until thelr with-
drawal elght years nubsequently. Mean-
while he continued ‘o awsist Vicar-
Genetal Walsh In the adminlstration
of the parish, until his consecration as
Bishop of Loudon, in 1867, when he
sueeneded hin Lordship ax parish prieat
of 8t. Mary's,

Father Pretix devoted much time and
uttentlon to ‘the welfare of the sol-
diers,  He took a lively Interest in
thele Httle  affalis, and sympathized
uith and consoled them fn any trouble
or ligiculty that arose, Hoence he was
very poptilar as well with the officers
in command us with the rank and file.
Ax  token of thelr sincere regard he
wits with a valuable gold

1t % audvabiedly a fact that our
rand-

3 mothiers,
tlie  plos
neer wo.
men of
the coun.
try, led
more Is-

healthy,
robust sons and daughtcrs, and did not
become weak, comiplaining invalids as o
consequence.

There ate probably several reasons for
this. One is, that they lived niore in the
open alr, and anotlier, and probably the
mest Infimential of all, is that \hey were
less prudish than the women of to.day.
‘They were not ashanied to know something
of theit own nhy<ical m:kcvuz, They were
not too nice to take care of their health in
& womanly way. \Women now-a-days auf.
fer untold tortures in silence, because of
weakness and discase of the distinctly
feminine organiem, rather than consult a
physician, or even talk nlxm the subject to
thelr own husbands, They nagine that
troubles of this description can anly be
cured by undergoing the disgusting exam-
inationa’and focal treatment fnsisted upon
by the average modern Ph iclan.  Doctor
Plerce’s Bavorite Prc: cription curea all dis.
eanes peculiar to women in the privacy of
thelr own homes. 1t docs n\vn{ with " the
necessity for examinations and Jocal treat.
ment, It acts dkml{ on the fmportant
organs concerned, making them strong,
healthy and vigotons, It fite for w[(ehood
and the burdens of houschold duties. It
allays {uflammation, heals ulceration and
soothes pain. It tones and bullds up the
nerves. it banishce the discomforts of the
time of expectaucy and makes baby’s ad.
vent easy and almost palnless, Thousands
have testified to its merits.

ver 1000 pages of inedical advice free. Sead
31 one-cent stampa, fo cowvr citstons and maiing
only, fot paper<covered copv of 1ir. Pierce's Come
mon Sense Medical Adviser. Cloth nd o
stamps. Address Dr. R. V. Vleree, Buffalo, N. V.

name by which he had been known
and fondly addressed for nearly halt
& century, sounded pleasanter In hia
ears, and was dearer to his hosts of
friends and acqualntances.

The health of Monsignor Proulx be-
gan to break down In 1880, the resuit
of the wear and tear to which hls won-
derful constitution had been subject-
ed for forty-Hve years, while perform-
fug the duties of his sacred calling.

Feeling ihat hla end was approach-
ing, his blshop granted him the con-
solation of dylng among his relativesa
und of sharlng with them the peace
and happiness ot & home which he had
30 courageously relinquished fitty years
betore, to dedicate himself In the dis-

watch and chafn, together with a sult.

3847, victimg of Iandlord ctueity and
oppressfon and of English misgovern-
ment, Hundveds of these atiticted peo-
ple, carrying with them the contagious
ship fevor, succeeded I reaching ‘fo-
tonto und some of the nelghbouring
towns und villages when they were
prostratrd by the dreadful malady.
The Bisnop, with that tioble splrit of
chatlty and self-sacrifico which so em-
tently characterized him, after apend-
Ing weeks of ceumsless toll day and
night in the fever sheds, fell & victim
ty the frightful cpidemic. His memory
18 held In unfading freshness and last-

able laud: y address, exp K ap-
prova) of hix courae »f uction 1s chape
lain. In particular, Cul. Clthurst. who
conunded the Seventeenth Regiment
~—uncle of Sir

tant of Upper Canada to the
converslon of Indlans and of other un.
happy souls plunged In darkness and
Ignorance of the true faith.

Early in 1831 ho left Toronto to un-
dergo medlcal treatment at the hands

owner of Blarney Castl
Home Rule member for one of the
divisions of the County of Cork, had
#%e warmest affectlon and admiration
for the venerable Abbe Proulx, .

After three years' Incumbency of 8t.
Mary's parish, Father Proulx was
transferred, In 1870, to St. Michael's
Cathedral, vvhere he officiated as Dean
of the Archdlocese. He continued to fill
this exalted and Important office until

lug gratituda by the Irlsh C. holics of
Canuda for having sacrificed his life in
atlending to the corporal wants and
smoothing the bed of death of his own
and thelr compatriots.

tather Proulx's rugged and robust
bullt up dby ing the

his i heaith d  him,
most reluctantly—for he loved his holy
work—to retire from the exerclse of tho
minlstry and xcek much needed and
well-earned rest,

8overal years before this happeaed

rhowed ést aigns of 1iity, and
ono of the chiets, the most powerful
and flercest of the band, tomahawk
tomahawk In hand, to siriks the fatal
blow. As he drew near with uplifted
weapon, Father Proulx sprang tor-
ward, struck him on the side of the
head & stunning slap with his open

| hand and stretched him on tho ground,

where he lay for s while unconscious.

Invigorating air of the lakes and the
Lu Clocht mountains, [foteso many
yenrs, enabled bim, under Providence,
to escape the plaguc. The harrowing
and sorrowful scenes in which he bore
s0 prominent a part, during the prevu-
lence of the fever, auch an the death of
the parents, thelr agonixing morrow in
purting with thelr chlldren, the forlorn
and 1 of the numer-

Needless to nay this act of D
scsalon and bravery not only saved his
lite but communded the respect of the
Indlana who were also filled with awe
at the dced of daring they had wit-
nessed. This was a salutary lessorn for
the braves, anl they profited by it as
no violence waa ever after attempted
toward Father Proulx.

The reader will huve no difficulty In
excusing this diuplay of ‘ muscular
Christlanity " performed  under such
trying circumatances.

A Protostant mission, of limited
acope and unproductive of good results,
wis started at Manitowaning, In
connection  with the Church of
England, while  Father Proulx
stiit  romalned on the Manitou-
lin. It was in charge of n certain
Rev, Mr. O’Meara, an tctlve and ener-
getle man in his way, and very anx-
jous to muake a good showing In the
way ot conveisions, Through his ex-
certions with the Guvernment, supporte
«d by the infiuence of Bishop Strachan,
of Toronto, and Lix politicat Criends,
the Protestunt Indians recelved many
substantial gitts and  privileges which
were ot shared Ly Father Proulx’s

vus orphany, cte, made a deep impres-
ston on the sensitive heart of Father
Proulx, The sorrows and misfortunca
of u suffering race awakened in him «
love and sympathy, and endenved to
bins the Irish npeoople, feellngs which
lusted 191 his dying day.

Some time In 1845 Father Proulx be-
came vastor of the large misslon of
Oshaw1, which extended oyer the
kreater part of the County of Ontario.
A number of pavishes, cach of consid-
crable Ares, have been since formed
out of his former parochizl domain. It
was white here that the large-hearted
cure diaplayed, in practient and  sub-
atantiat ghape, hia Interest and genzros-
1ty toward Irishmen, and earncd for
himeelf the title of * the Irish priest,
par excellence,” a ttle of which he telt
rroud and highly valued.

The Grand Truuk rallway was in
course of conmtruction, and gave cme
vloyment to hundreds ot Irish Catho.
flcs, Acting upon the advice of Father
'Proulx, very wany of those people
waved thele earnings, and, c¢ncouraged
by him, took up and retticd on land n
several blaces In the country. When-
ever required, be fed, out of hir

aock.  As was natucal, this
mvidlous mode of tieatment cauned not
a Htte Jealousy and  dlssatisfactlon.
Yet, by his fervour, his perseverance,
and the le of hls self.

wnd saintly life, Father Prouls was
Aable not only to hold his own, but to
ke ateady progress n gaining new
converts,

A Etave and importunt erisfs was at
hand, The same tactics and expedi-
enty were followed by the Rev, Mv.
O'Meura for evangalizing the Indians
Ry Prruon Stoney and othar soupers of
that ik resorted to In the famine yearn
of 1341-8 to proselytizo the atarving
peasantry of Connemara and the ls-
1ands lying oft the coast of Griway and
Mayo. He was most lavish in his
promises of @ goodly supply of flovr,
And tea, and tobacco, and blankets,
etc,, to those who would foliow hix re-
ligloun lead. Certatn chlets, who 1vp-

»wWh means, money to the proapective
farmers to make a beginning In their
new pursuits. That he was a lenfent
croditor goes without saying. If the
dcbtor had the means and felt disposed
to discharge his obligation, well and
good; It not, he wan not trouhled about
the payment.

" There are many families living In fine

the opp oitered of gratifylng &
wish which he had long and fondly
cntertained. This was to pay a visit to
the Holy 8ecc, and, knceling at the
feet of the saintly Plo Nono, to recelve
his blessing. He accompanled Arch-
bishop Lynch to Rome in 1873, when
the ardent yearning of his soul was
satlafied In having sudfence with His
‘Holiness, recelving his bencdletion and
other priceless marks of the Pope's fa-
vout,

During this tour, Father Proulx, in
company with Dr, Liynch, made a briet
atay In France, the country of his an-
cestars, call'ng at Lourdes, and being
Aan eye-witness of the miraculous cures
effected at th2 holy shrine.

Az a matter of course, “the Irlsh
Priest, par excellence,” could not dream
ot coming back to Canada without »
glimpse of Ireland, the motherland of
the talthful and devoted people among
whom he had llved and achieved 0
much good, In whose sorrow and sut-
terlugs, Joys and happiness he had
participated, and whose spiritual wants
to had provided for during the best
years of hls priesthood, It behooved
him to be able to tell his good Irlah
people In Canada that he had trodden
the soll of holy Ireland; that he was
charmed with the beauty of the scenery

nd that he had explored and admired
some of the grand, hiatoric, antlque
atructures, and the rvins, stately and
madentic, even In thelr decay, seatteve
ed tn such rich profusion all over the
land. He was slmply enchantea with
what he 33w In Ireland, and of which
he spoke In raptures in his after years.
He was the object ot very great In-
tereat And attention at the hands of

George  Colthurst, | of his brother, Dr. J. T. P. Proulx, a
ard lan of en !
at Terrcbonne. In taking leave of

somu friends at Ottawa, whom he cali-
ed upon en route, he told them that
they would not see hlin again in this
1ite, showing he had a premonition that
his death was not distant,

He lngered for some weeks and
ended his admirable and exemplary
e, at the residence of his beloved
brother, full of peace and resignation,
of faith and hope, 25th March, 1881,

‘The obsequles took place at Terre-
bonne and gave occasion to such a
general and apontaneous demonstration
of respect and sympathy for the ven-
erable dignltary of the archdlocese of
Toronte ax was seldom, It ever, aeen in
that old and p &

Before the absolutlon, Mgr. Lynch,
Archblahop of Toronto, when about to
leava the altar, apoke us follown :—

My dear biothren, I can only exe
press to you in a fow words the feels
ingn of my heart on thin occaston. MgT,
Proulx, whose death we lament to-day,
feft behind him  In the diocese, or
rather, In the dioceses, where he labor-
ed during his lite, momoriea which will
live for a great many years

" A devoted and zealous priest, a pers
feot gentleman, forgetful of hmaclf
and charitable towarda all, ho sacrle
flced everything for the good of the
Church and the arlvatlon of souls;
therofore, I can only feebly express to
you Lho vold which his death had wmade
in our midst.

*1In losing him, hia Lishop haa lost
a zenlotts casoperator, ever falthful and
sutmissive to hls loast wish; he has
jost & heart tilled with love and ro-
spect for him, and which, during near-
ly half a century of his prlesthood,
never wavered In alleglance to his ec-
clesiastical auperlors.

“ His brethren in the ministry mourn
a sincers friend, & wise counsellor, and
one ever ready to render them service.
The fafthtul, whom he dlrected, have
lost an cnlightened and loving father
to whose charity they never appealed
in vam.

“The three dloceses of Toronto, Lon-
don and Hamilton, In which he suc-
cessfully minlstered, his Indlan mis-
slon, which held so warm a place In
his aftections, joln In our grief, and al-
80 In our gratitude to ‘the dlocese of
Montreal, and to hls famlly so justly
honcured and esteemed, for g ing to
them a pastor 80 dovoted and inde.
fatigable.

** Although we count greatly upon the
mercy of God, and the merits of the
dear departed, I would wish to en-
treat the ald of your prayers on his
behalt—~God {8 80 holy and we are so
unworthy !

* Pray, then, dearly beloved breth-
ren, that It Mgr. Proulx has not atready
enterad into the glory of Heaven the
Joy may be soon given to him of se-
Ing God whom he had served for %o
many years on earth !

‘The Archbishop of Montreal gave the
absolution, after which :the body re-
mained before the altar for the prayers
of the faithful until the departure of
the tuneral cortege for Montrea) and
Boucherville, where the Libera was
chanted by the splend!d choir of that
parish,

An affecting Incldent happened at
the moment when the lamented de-
ceased was about being placed In
the vault beslde tho remains of the
vencruble priests whom he had known,
While saying the last prayer, Arch-
bishop Liynch burst into sobs, and in &
hushed voice he Implored the fervent
prayers ol those prerent—who were
bathed In tears—would he offered to
the Most High for his old and beloved
triend.

The clergy returned to the sacristy,
whilst lils firace remalned Immovable
bealde the grave whish had  recelved
the body of Father Proulx. ‘e sad
and sorrow-stricken appearance of the
oged and distinguished  prelate would
be difticult to describe,

The writer 1s, for the mont part, in-
debted to the Monireal Minerve for
the account of Mgr. Proulx’s obsequitms.

Thus passed away to his rest and re-
ward “ the Irish pricst, par excellence,”
within a few wecks of zompleting his
s‘evcnty-thlrd year, In his brief eulogy

town.

It i% only the Catholic religlon that
can Inapire sentlments of veneration
ard love for those who have passed
away in doing good. Mgr. Froulx atter
having drawn all to himaelf, during his
long and holy vocatlon, could stitl at-
tract to his bler the hearts of those who
were stranger® to him, as well as of

bishop Lynch ferred
to the loss which Father Prouix's
death was to the Church, to religion,
ang to his friends. And well he deserved
the love and grief of his friendn. For
If there “was one feature in nls churac-
ter more prominent than another, it
was hl4 over-mastering desire i) do
good to his tellow-man., His Jindness
Of heart was unfathomable: Indeed, '

his triends and who
knew ot and admired his evangelical
labours.

‘The remalns were recetved at the
Church by the Abbe Plohe, cure of Ter-
rebonne, and exposed for the veneration
of the fafthful, who hastened with re-
markable devotion to pray night and
day for the soul of ‘the deceased, an
long as the body remained before -the
Altar. ‘

A apeclal train from Montreal
brought a numher of relatives and
trienda who desired to kneel around
the catafalque and offer the homage
of thelr prayers and sincere syme
pathlea,

‘The chlet mourners were Dr. Proulx,
aud M. Alexander Lacoate, then baton.
nler of the Montreal bar, now Chlet
Justice of the Province of Onturlo.

His Grace, Archbishop Lynch, of T'0-
ronto, celebrated the solemn Requlem
Mass, the Assistant Priest being Rev.
James Yonergan, P.P., 6t Bridget's,
Montreal; deacon, Rev. Father Vincent,
Superlor St. Micheel's College, Toron-
to, and sub.deacon Rev. P. Primeou,
cure of Boucherville. Mgr. Fabre,

th

was his gulding principle. His
other tralts of chavacter were subeld.
fary to this. One can fancy that his’
lite’s wish might have been, that of him
1lght be sald Write me as one
who loves his fellow.man."

There wus In Father Proulx's n.ture,
and not very decp down elther, & ntrong
well-spring of affection, A sv-Aclent
broof of this Is seen in the .nany at-
tached friends he had al nis lite. He
never forgot a friend., Ho might have
prived out of his lite and out of his
sight, but he remembered him, and
his enquiry and his ready {nterest often
showed how old daya lived in his heart.

Towards his people it was easy to
see that he cherlshed that genulne, thet
tatherly, that zacred love which dis-
tinguished the pastor not only from the
hireling, but from the mere adminis.
trator. It Is & love which, partly nat-
ural and partly divine, springs partly
from reason and partly from fecling, a
love which s grounded on Christ's in-
terest in the souls which He redeem-
e, but which grows and deepens as
the years pass, as time makes each bet-
ter known to the other, as the history

)

Archblshop of Montreal, e
Pontifical Throne, assisted by Rev, Can-
on Tesage, M. I'Abbe Huot, cure ot St.
Paul, Fremite, and Rev. J, J. McCann,

clergy and lalty, whom he met. His
fame as an Indian y and
Apontolt title a

on him by the Pope a few years be-
fore—had preceded him; hls soclety
way averywhere courled, and his nar-
ratives of Indlan lite and adventure
were eagerly tooked tor and keenly ap-

dqwetllngn, on large 2nd productive
OURED
YO STAY

STAMMERING z=:
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STIT Breek Ouu:
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High-olass. Fully sudorsed. Bat'd9l. The
representative institusion nf oither country
for the cure of sveey form of defective speech,
Tha enly scheel requiring ne fee
until cure effssted. Openalwys. Pres-
’,’.ﬂ’ll fres,

y

‘When Archblshop Lynch was at
Roma In 1879, he pressnted the case of
Father Prouix in such strong light to
the Holy 8ee as to seoure for the herofc
and faithtul misslonary the honour of
belug appointed Domestlc Prelate to
His Holineas, and of bearing the title
of Monalgnor. Although hq set the
highest value upon the dignity and
title conterred upon him, the simple ap-

peliation of ' Father Proulx,” the

3 of the of To-
ronto.

The following priests were present:
—Iteva, M. M. Berigan, Morris and Mc-
Bride, Toronto; Turgeon and Hudon,
8.J., and Vacher, 8.8., Montreal; Calsse,
Hochelage, Belanger, director of the
deat and dumb Institute, Cote 8t. Louls,
Gaudat, dlrector uf the College As.
sumption, Normandin, cure Lachine,
Watler, cure 8t. Francols de Sales,
Piohe, cure Terrebonne, Lapalme, St
Vincent de Paul, Viger Terrebone,
Plohp, 8t. Vincent de Paul, Parls,
Franos, and Rev. Mothers Scholastica
and Veronica of the Hochelagn con-
vent.

‘The cholr was under the s .
reotion of Dr, Ed. Dm:raln:““m o

of

o
as buth sldes come to have ‘:' ::::
Where thelr common troubles and com-
mon Joys are Indelibly recorded.

In the Interest of religion and char-
Ity, Father Proulx gave tangible anda

1d of his )
-‘rl\d ‘bfncncenoo. For. these objects, u:y
by him, he tens of
thousands of hiz patrimony.

It is mest and appropriate that this
hotice of Father Proulx should appear
in the Rainbow. He was Always &
atcadfast friend of the Loretto com-
munity, both at 8t, Mary's and the Ab-
bey, and was spiritua) adviser at the
latter place for some years,

That God In His infinite mercy has
glven him & heavenly reward for al
hin virtues and good works, it is hoped'
every reader of this impeifect sketch
wlLl. «ilmmuuy pray.  Requlescat in

D
Otlawa, March $nd, 1899,



