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Sermon,
By lie Rev. Alexander Vinet.

'Things whteh have not entered into the heart
of man. -1 Cor., xi. 9.

"I do not comprehend, therefore I do not
believe." " The Gospel is fu}l of mysteries,
therefore I do not receive the Gospel:"-
Such is oite of the favorite arguments of in-
fidelity. To see how much is made of this,
and what confidence It inspires, we might be-
lieve it solid, or, at least specious ; but it is
neither the one nor the other; it will not
bear the slightest attention, the most superfi-
cial examination of reason; and if it stili en-
joys some favor in the world, this is but a
proof of the lightness of our judgments upon
things worthy of our most serious attention.

Upon what, in fact, does thils argument
rest? Upon the claim of comprehending
everything in the religion whieh God bas
offered or could offer us. A claim equally
uniust, unreasonable, useless. This we pro-
ceed to develop.

1. In the first place, it is an unjust claim.
It is to demand of God what He does not
owe us. To prove this. let us suppose that
God has given a religion to man, and let us
further suppose that religion to be the Gos-
pel: for this absolutely changes nothing to
the argument. We mav believe that God
was free, at least wih reference to us, to give
us or not to give us a religion; but it muet
be admitted that in granting it he contracts
engagements to us, and that the first favor
lays Him under a necessity of conferring
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other favors. For this is merely saying tha
God must be consistent, and that he finishe
what he has begun. Since it is by a writter.
revelation He manifeste his designs respect-
ing us, it is necessary He should fortify tlat
revelation by all the authority which would
at least determine us to receive it; it is ne-
cessary He should give us the ineans of judg-
ing whether the men who speak. to us im His
naine are really sent by Him:. in a word, is
sa necessary that we should be assured that
the Bible is trulv the Word of God.

It would not ndeed be necessary that the~
conviction of eaeh of us shoukl be gained by
the samte kind of evidence. Some shall be
led to Christianity by the historical or exter-
nal arguments; they shall prove to them-
selves the truth of the Bible as all history is
proved; they aball satisfy themselves that
the books of which it is composed are cer-
tainly those of the times and of the authors
to which they are ascribed. This settled,
they shall compare the prophecies in these,
ancient documents with tie events that have
happened in subsequent ages . they shall as-
sure themselves of the reality of the miracu-
loua facts related in these books, and shall
thence infer the necessary intervention of
Divine power, which alone disposes the
forces of nature, and can alone interrupt or
modify their action. Others, less fitted for
such investigations, shall be struck with the
.internal evidence -of the Holy Seriptures.
Finding there the state of their souls per-
fectly described, their wants fully expressed,
and the true remedies for their maladies
completely indicated; struck with a character
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