the benefits of a sound religious cducation,
which fuct ought to awaken deop gratitude to
God that the Church of Scotland had beea
wstrumeontal in cffeeting so much goodl,

Professor Uampatnl, SwiNroy, sccouded
the wotion.

The Moperaton then brie{ly conveyed the
thauks of tho Ifouse to Dr. Coox (Uadding-
ton), remarking that his services in this cause
were worthy of the honoured name he bore.

Panrsu ScHoOLMASTERS A¥D ScHoas. —
Dr. Coun, St. Andrews, read the report of
the comumittee on parish schoolmasters and
schools. It stated that since last Assembly
four bulls affecting edueation in Scotland had
accupicd the attention of tho committee.” Ist,
The bill brought in by the Lord Advoeate
after the rejection of his large bill of last
year—a short bill of two clauses providing
that the salaries of the parish schoolmasters
shall continue to be paid for two years lon-
ger accord.ng to the fiarg prices of 1852, in-
stead of those of 1853, and to which il it
did not seem necessary to the conmittee to
ofer any obyection ; 2d, the bill laid by
Tord Kinnaird on the table of the House of
Lords Lust session, but not proceeded in be-
fore the prorogation ; 3d, the bill introduc-
cdinto the House of Commons by Mr Stir-
ling, the provisions of which were the same
asthose of Liord Kinnard's bill, and of which
the committee, at a mecting held on the 8d

March last, expressed their general approval;
and dth, the Lord Advecate’s new bill, which
vas, in all essential points, the same as the
bl petitioned against by the judicatories of
this Charch, and thrown out last session up-
‘a the second reading.  The committco gp-
wad this Lill on the following grounds :—

! «1. Because itwould effect a radical change
i the present systein of parochial schools in
tothand, as existing in connection with, aund
uudcr the supenntendence of, the Church of
bScotland, and thatin vinjation of solemn staiute
ard ancient treaty, in hosuluy 10 the principles
g which the Established Church is mamiam-
fi3.and to the destruction ofthe security wineh
Zasis for the continuance of svund religious
f-argction in the schools.

§ «2. Because the tull uppears, by clause 27,
IB: 2uthurise of require the separation of religion
Ronthe ordinary struction of the schoals,
Babich would in that case become purely secu-

& “3. Because, while 1t appears that religions
B-cruction is to he commumicated at certam
Reaed separate  hours, there 1s no security for
But reliziousinstruction being Christian, or for
g Christian knowledge, bLehef, or character,
N -:er of the teachers by whom that instruction
pito he piven, ar of the inspectors or others by
i%:tom the teachers are to be superintended

B% “There are varus other provisions of the
2110 which strong objectsons might be urged,

g2nai and leading grounds on which they re-
Pl he bill as franght with pend wo the 1me-
2 vsof suund cducavion and religion in Seot-
k=3, a5 well as most injurions tu the Chureh
iseolland."

i Mo report concluded by staung that the
SRcaitico had sent a deputation to London o

ol that its second reading, however, had been

B! the cointnitiec deem 1t enovgh 10 state the)

f:} v oppasition to the second readmg, of they
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of Mr. Cumming Bruce, 1o divide the bill, had
been lost by 149 to 142, Various other
amendments on the ll had been given natice
of, but these dud not geem to the commattee 1o
be hiely to tuke .way s dangers and hosule
character. It din not sppear to the commatee,
howeser, that there was any veason to repaurd
as unavailing the continued andeavour to vesist
the passisz o the bl 1 the Haase of Com
mons  aund they deem 1t most necessary that
urgent means should be adopted by the Gene-
ral Assembly to hung the character of the bild
before the members of the Upper House, that
uo opportunity mipht be lost of endeavountng
w prevent the passing of 2 measure wlieh wax
likely to change, fundamentally, the religrons
and “educativnal wmstitutgons of Scotland, and
to endanger the future character of the people
and the prospects of the country.

Dr Graxt moved the adoption of the Re-
port,and that the thanks of the Assewmbly
should be given to the Convener mnd the
Committee.

Dr Grant concluded by moving resolu-

tions to the following cfleet on the subject
of the Lord Advocate’s Bill, in addition to
those expressing approval of the veport, and
giving thavhs to the Committee :—
“ The General Assembly find that, while
the Bill violates the sceuritics provided hy
<tatutes sud by solemn national compacts
for maintaining the connection of the Chureh
of Scotland with, and her superiuer ‘ence
over’ the national schools, and whic las
resulted in the education of youth in the
principles of religion as contained in the re-
cogn'sed standards of the Church, it subs.
titutes no definite or cfficient sceurity for
the preservation of the religious character
of the schouls, and is otherwise wholly ob-
jectionable; and they, therefore, resolve to
petiticn in the strougest terms aguinst the
same.”

The Ruv. Doctor also proposed that the
Assembly should petition in favour of Mr
Stirling's Bill.

Aftera few obsercations from Dr Craik,
Dr Grant briefly replicd, and his resolutions
were agreed to.

The Assembly then adjourned at half-
past eleven o'clock till next day.

Tucnrspay, May 31,

The Assembly meet to-day ut half-past
cleven.

Cask o# Cru1ta—OBIECTED SETTLEMENT.
—The Assembly took up appeals of the
Rev. James Guan, winister of the Parlia-
mentary parish church of Cross, Island of

Creich, by the joint patrons, the Crowa

{and the Duke Sutherland, against the find-

ing of the Presbytery o Dornoch, sustain-
ing objections to bis sottlement at Creich,

communicants there.
Dr. Robertson moved that the Assembly

sustain the appeal, recall the judgment of the
Presbytery, but find that the trin) disconrses
(preached by the presentee were ill deduced
and unedifying, and that the third objeciion
v; was to that extent proven : fnd that the pre-
ed by 210 to 171 ; and that the amendment{gentee is unsuitable for the parish, reject

Lewis, and since presented to the parish of

brought forward by certain parishioners snd

9

lum accordwgly, and appoint the deliver
ance to be intimated to the patrons.

On the vote bLeing taken, the motion of
Dr Robertson was carried by 83 to 16.

Fripay, June 1

The Assembly met at eleven o'clock, and
was constituted with prayer,

Servoxs Berowr vue Lorp Ilien Cun-
susstoner To-Monnow.—The Moprtrarox
said that, seeing both the reverend gentlemen
in their pluees, he was directed to intimate
to the Rev. Dr Park of St. Andrews, and
the Rev. Mr. Yotugof Fintcy, that the As-
sembly had appointed them to preach befors
Wis Grace the Lord High Commissiouer in
St. Giles's Church to-morrow, the 34 inst.,
respectively ot the forenoon and afiernoon
of that day.

Mixisrers' Wirows' Funo.—Dr. Graxr
laid on the table the report of the trustees
managing this fund. The report comprised
the unnual period from the 23d November,
1833, to 234 November 1854  Dr. Grant
said that the fund was in 2 most satisfactory
state.

Prineipal Lie testified to the great atten-
tion and affectionate care bestowed by Dr.
Grant on the management of the Fund, and
‘The Mobenraror briefly conveyed the
thanks of the Assembly to the reverend
collcetor and manager, believing that in
Dr. Graut they found the various and diver-
sif ed qualifications not often met with in the
same indisidual necessary for the discharge
of the important duties attaching to the
management of this important fund.

Houg Misstony Scupye.—The Assembly
then called for the report of the Committee
on the ITome Missiens of the Church, which
was brought up and read by Dr. Simpson of
Kirknewton, the convener.

Dr. Grant rose for the purpose of moving
the approval by the Assembly of the report
now read. lle thought that it was, upon
the whole, most encouraging in its character
and highly interesting.  He would not waste
the valuable time of the Iouse by speaking
of the natare und objects of this admirable
mission scheme. IIe need not tell the As-
sewmbly that this was one of the oldest schemes
of the Church, and that no one had been
more cherished, and none praduced @ greater
amount of visible fruit,

Mr. Warrer Ceox, W.S. biiefly seconded
the motion.

The Mobgrator returncd the thanks of
the Assembly to the Convener for his inter-
esting aud valuable report.

Coroxiar Convittee —The Very Rev.
Principal Macrarray, the convener, brought
up the report of the Committee on the
Colanial Mission Scheme, which was read
by the Rey. Br. Arnot, the vice-convener.

Dr. Bisaer.of Bourtic moved the adoption
of the report, and the thanks of the Assemn-
bly to the cunvener znd the commitiee

"Dr. Axpersoy, Newburgh, seconded the
motion in a speech of some length.

Principal MacrarLax brichy addressed
the Assembly.




