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The exposition of these words natur-
alIy falis into three lines of thought.

We have, I. À4 fluet, 41ye are not
your own."

We have, Il. A reis'on for the fact,
"ye are bought with a price."

We have, 111. An inference, ground-
ed on both Fact and 1?eason, IlThere-
fore, glorify God in your body, and in
your Spirit, which are bis"

I. The Fact, "IYe are not your oý%n."
If one were to condense into one brief
sentence tBie cahiniity Nwich the Fail
bas infticted on man, the atiswer inight
flot unfitly be this,"I Man bas becomne the
victimu of the delusion that hie is bis own."
"l'e S411l be as gods, was the temipta-
tion. Véa~re nsgods, bias been the prac-
tical, yet false and fatal conviction ever
since. This feeling bas been tacitly
acted on when not avowed. Take
whnt sin you muay choose: ivhèther it be

41 earthly, sensual, or devilish." Whiet-
ber it be grosser or more refined ; and
you wil see that it is only the fruit of
this radical and stubborn delusion.
'Whether sin be in man, or in Satan, its
essence is the same, and that is selfish-
ness. Sin is a desire to please oneseif
instead of God; Miud all the il19 of life, so
far as they are moral, sprhig from the
fact, that, men seek their own, and not
the things of others.

Howv early this depraved principle is
seen at work la the chuld! Scarcely
have the dawning months of infancy
passed away, -%vhen the child begins to
as-ert ln strangre excess its individualism.
It would fain constitute itself the centre,
n d ail otber things, and bé-ings, its ser-
vants. lt is the king of the house and
mnust be served. Parents, and brothers,
and -sisters, are made for it, or why do
they exist at al? This priiieiple is flot
a loose accident, but a part of our deprav-
ed nature. Not that there is nothing
but selfishness within us. There is, un-
questionably, soniting 'whicb cannol
lie trutbfully placed under this head

There are developmcnts of a generous,
self-forgetting benevolence. Yet, after
every fair deduction has been miade, it
will stili remain true, tbat seltisbness
miles the world. Lt is the animating
spirit in commerce, in lit erature, and in
governments

This, is no caiumi.y invented by
christians. It is tbe ivorid's portrait
drawn by itself. -The world is, toia
great degree, an arena, in which men
are scrambling ivith migbit nnd main, to
geL to tbe top in wealtb, in power, in
fame ; and they are littie serupulous how
they rise, if they only (Io mise. IlEvery
man for bimself," ia the world's motto;
and the remiorselessncss with w'hiclh it is
acted on1 is.yearly sncrificing, thousands
whose title to life is as just and valid as
01115.

Indccd, the truthithat we are not our
own, is orly a part of a still ivider truth.
that Do thiing, and no being is its owu.
On ail tbingCs, fi oin tbe summit of the
scale of cmcatureship dowu to its base,
the great law is written, "lye are not
youi own." Lt flashes fmom the radiant
brow of tbe Ambangel,-it streams from
the dazzling orb of the Sun,-it glistens
in the eye of the dew-drop,-iL smiles
from the fair bosoni of the flower,-it
exhales ii fragrànce froni the lusclous
fruit, The law impresscd on the universe
by the finger of God is,.M Thou art not
thine oivn."

But not only are we not our own in
the sense that we are Ris, His for ever,
inalienably IRis, IRis in perdition, as well
as ia paradise, but we arc not o'ir own
in the senàe that lie made us, not nmerely
for our own profit and service, but for the
profit and service of others. God is not
the only Being W'ho bas claims upon u&~
We are social creatures, and our fellow-
mien bave a riglit and titie to our symp-
atby and belp. In the strictest and

*higbest sense, we are ail members one
of another. The very make oi the Foul

*proves that we were made for <orammun-


