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old fiend and pastor, so0 iany thousands of miles away fromn you, yet ever
near in love.

Nov, to give you sorno ncws. Imagine me, then, sitting in a room of a friendIs
bouse in the fashionablo part of this great city, inhnbitod by a fow thousands; of
Englishimen, aàd lialf a million of Hindoos. Mie Englishmiien livo pre-tty inuoli
togother, and have great large, open, airy bouses afinost like palaces, and that
is thc reason why CalcuQ~a is called the IlCity of Palaces." The Englisli inhab-
itants arc tho rulers of the city-ii fluet, of al this -rmat continent of' Indija.
'You may forin some idea of India tien I tell yen that its population is alineet
exactly six limes that of the wlmole of the United States, and nearlyftfty limes
that oi the wbole Dominion of Canada. So you can think what a great coun-
try Britain is, whcn it rules over such an enornious namber of people se, far
away froni it, and rules them wcll and prospcreusly.

Well, I arn now sitting in a reoin in the bouse of a friend, witli whoin I ain
spenihing a few days. The room is laree, far larn'er than one of the saine kind
would be in Halif<ax, and the ceiling is nearly t'wice as hi gh. Tbis is te give
plentyof air, otherwise the lient would be intoierable. At this moment the
sun shines with such force, that, if I were te go eut with an ordinary black bat,
ir A probability I would have a fatal sun stroke bofore 10 minutes. The con-
sequence is, that Englishmnen seldom or nover venture eut during thme heat
of the day, except in a Garrie (whieh .is a carrnage like a cab), and
when they move outside at ail they wear, instond of a black bat (black, yen
know, attracts thie sun), a 1arg-'m affair ealled a Sola topa-a bat made of a very
light substance like cork, and called pith. This is very comical looking, and 1
ama sure yen would have a hearty laugh if yen could sce me walking about witb
one. It is about two inches thick-so.qime of thein nearly twe feet long and oe
foot broad, and when you sc it for the first time you would think ne one could
wear it, as it must be se, heavy. But when you put it on you find that it is net
se, heavy as an ordinnry beaver bat.

[t is peculiar that, tboughi the sun is se dangeous te ail Englishimen, yet tbe
natives go about quite safely Ixzre-Aeaded. Even the wealthy natives (calle<l
the IlBahoos,") neyer put on a cap or a bat from one year's end te another.-
The Mohammiedans wear a light and very thin skull-cap, but the Hindoos, (wbo
constitute the mass of the population), wear nothing at al].

There is a qucer article swinging about over my head which would astonish
you greatly, but which is almost necessary for any degrec of comfort boere in the
bot season. It consists of a narrow board suspended from, the roof ef the room,
and along its lewer edge runs a broad piece of cloth. A string is attached te
the board, and passes outside through a small hole in the wall. A man is sta-
tionaed outside, and pulls this string backwards and forwards. This makes the
board and the cloth running along its lower edge te sway from, side to, side, and
s0 causeýs a current of air, w"hichi keeps me, as I sit beloiw it, suficientiy cool te
write this letter. You undcrstund thon, that this is just a greut bigfan. It is
called a Ilpunkah," and the man wbo pulls it is called al, punkah-boarer." Very
often the"I boarer " falîs asleep, the Ilpunkah " moves very slewly or even stops
altegether, rometimes starting on 'witlh a sudden jerk as the mnan wakes up. I
declare my) Ilbearer " must be, dozing off' just now ; the Ilpunkah " is scarcely
moving, and I feel the perspiration beginnxngy te run down my face. 1 shent
eut Ilbearer ;" hoe starts up, answers IlSahib," (i. e. "lSir,"ý-txe word applied
te ail Europeans, and originally nmeaning Illord *' or -1master,") and pulls away
vigorously.

The natives dress very nicely, and even bcautifully. In wintcr, ever their
snowy-white underolothing, they wear a large scarf or shawl graeefully thrown
areund the body and falling froni their shoulders. On Ilgreat occasions " they
are very grand, and a large number of tlxem assemble together, with thxe brighit
variegated cashmere semifs glittering above the pure white, and contrasting wmth


