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0-,, THE UTILITY OP OATvus.

whiclh ceun Inconsist ont wjthi the teachings of oly iuateriai part of the oatb, which any hea-
religion and of reasonl." then wbo believes in a God iiiight take as weii

The lijuits of this article do nult admit of as a Christian. Con-sequently, the kissing the
detailing the arguments of these five disseuti- Evangelists-with or without a cross on the
ents. To thuo who woidd wish to pursue cuver-în England aud lreland; the uplifted
further tho studx' of the subjeet opeiied up by hand in Scotland, the tuuching the l3rahmnin's
the Comn i,ýsioi, and who may nlot bie inclined band and foot in, ludia, the placing the fore-
to adopt the viens set furward iu tbis papier, a head on the Koran in Constantinople, and the
eareful Pern'sa1 of the dissent referred tu is breaking of a saucer in China, are ail mere
earnestly r~ nudd.furîns surrounding the great substance Il so

A glance nt tiirec humîred closelly printed belli you God."ý But our cousins on the ofixer
octax o posof oaths and declarations taken side of the Atlantic seelm to be wanduring away
bv mnibers of lier Majesty's household, froirx what n-e may call the iipreatury sanc-
oilicers cf pbcdepartînrents, of courts of tion fl the oath, for their books say that w'it-

jîv~îe, y < i~e~,sailors, and Volunteers, by nesses are not allowed to he questioneci as to
cony, coohand parochial ufficers, by re- their religions belief-not because it tends to
cîet.o il!"- retodrsu'kigtod disgrace them, but becauise it would ho a per-

ib inmnbers ut' uuivera.itics, colleg-es, aud soual scrutiuy into the state of their faith and
nusof ' de-r. s' uild"ý, ofvain copr conscience foreign to the spirit of Croc institu-

axed societîos ; a glance at these is surely tutions, which oblige no man to avow bis bhe
ouonw 'h to sut us tinkingý ou the wholesale lie£*' With them the curions anonsaly could

sac, ng tht semnis to bie rcquired iu almust not bave happeued, which was imode patent to
miithtuble rlatonsof life; and to the cata- the British public a fen- years since, iu a case

lime ;o,ý nio ddLj several oaths, and docia- brouglit hy a man called Maden, iu an Euglish
ra tinF Loat have heen omitted, also those County Court.t Ris only n'itness n-as his
tahen b;y :,e:nÉbers of' buth Flouses uof the wife, who, ou being examined ou the voir-dire,
Leis Iaun hx tfie prelates and clergy ut' the stated that she did flot beliove in a God or in

E .- us" îrcadb uur n vt future state ut' renards and puiisincints,
neseVe., ini eîxr ofJ iscice. fler evidenee n-as rejccted because sho dared

Ilistery te":i s that oaths n-cru taken in the to speak the trutb ; badl she lied and professed
earliest ages ut' Uc41 w e have aniy recorda; the necessary belief, ber testiuîony miust have
and 'the coiupliirk. ut' legal histury, wholc- been received. The Judge bad nu sympatby
soiey impesýe- precedenit, assert that, xvith the mitness, but, assumaing tu be au au-
"boweve r absurd, or p '-rverted by ignorance tbority lu religion as n-ei as lan-, ho told ber
aud supcurst:t!ou, au ostok iu every age lia-, hoc that ,lhe must taise the conscqueuces of ber
fonnd to soi ply the stroingest bold on the disheliet' in tlic loss or bier property, the sub-
consciec-es u1' amlen, eithecî as a pledge ut' ject moatter ut' the suit.t Happily, Atimelots
future, conduct, or a-, a gu2iaorc for the ver- are rare ; were tbey boNvever more nuinerous,
acity uof narraion"' - Undor aulne ufth ie de- the interests ut' justice must long since hav e
ductions froil, and abuses ut' the civil ian-, ut' deulanded the admission uof their evideuce.
n licb the m'idle ageu w ere fruit'nl, heathens, Truth is n-bat a court of justice dt-sires ; the
Jewx, and other persuns, n-buse opinions ex- exclusion of the bonest infidel will not scure
cfttheýdra fulirinations thon stigmatizod infidel, il, and the disbonest xviii nut hesitate to pro-
were declored incumnpetent tu ho wituessesl fcss the nccesssry qualifications for giviug cvi-
courts uof justice. The giving ut' evidente the douce.
nid iawyors consisdered rather a right than a llaving taken this hasty glance aI the lois-
duty, and eouseqnently incumpetency was a tory and nature of oaths, ]et us for convenionce
fittin, puni«shn-ment un the bulders ut' ôbuox- divide thora into the saine clases s thuise
ions opinilon a puuîshment la which froqueut- adopted 6zy the five dissentieut Cummissioners

ly the innocent Christian. was included, who, n-hum 1Ihave alroady namcd. We bave then:-
l'avilig a slit 10 tuaintain, hsppcned tu have 1. Oaths. lu the breakirig uof nhidi nu penai-
unly the evidence ut' rejecled witnesses ou tics are attached by Ian-, and
-wbieb tu rely. Arîd Sir. Edward Coke, not 2» Oaths, lu tic breaking of n-hich. the law
froc fronî the bigotry uof is lime, is found tu does attach a penalty.
doclare that an infidel (l.e., any une n-ho n-as 1. 0f the first class are (1.) uaths ut' allegi-
nut a Christian) could flot be a n-itness: "IAil suce, and (2.) oalhs ut' fidelity lu the diseharge
lufidols," ho says, Il are in law, perpetiial ot' duties.
enoxumies, for boîn-ecu them as with the devils, (1.) As lu the oaths ut' allegiauce the) dis-
n-busc subjects they ho, and the Christian Ihtre seuticuts witb siguificant brevity state, that-
is perpetual iostility and can ho nu peace. "la1 I peaceful and pî'ospeous times tlîey are
About the year 1745, a botter spirit soems to nul aeeded; iu tinses ut' difflculty aud d:inger they
have dawnied upon our tribunals, and in a are nut ubsem-ved. Coutenmporary histor ý atilordfs
celchratod case t thon argued, it n-as decided
that the words "lsu ielp yen. God " are tlue *Greenleaf Ev. § 370.

t Us -lidal,, Ge, Ct., Feb. 1861.
t 11cr miother was th(- defe-odant; slie hixd muffeerte the*Bcmt Ev. § 5. rellZous istruction of lier da-agliter, aud thus took sAana

t OuIlurs y. Barke-. tad,, of lier oiO wrSu,-
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