
Junez Reports. _ ____ 373

becumie mnimbers and conitribute ta the common fund, etc. The society hiad no i
shares or capital ;no stock or money was subscribed ;and at the period or the
issue of the charter no common fund yet existed ta which an>' one contributed. Z

ht was clear that the charter was only an outline or skeleton of the corporation,
and that it was conteniplated that the five charter mnibers, who were also
-entered as the 6irst trustees, should pass by-laws regulating the classification,
qualifications, and conditions under which persons rnighit become menibers.
The trilstees were express>' given the power to pass such b>'.laws -,and any by.
lavs, as paseti by them, the charter declared were ta remnain in force tilI dis- ~
allowed b>' the niemibers of the societ>' ai. the annual or special meeting. The
charter also directed the truistees ta forthwith caîl a meeting of the inembers to
elect thieir successors ;but nothing was done under the charter till the meeting
of the 2 1st of June, 1 89o. At this meeting, as w<c have seetn, live persans were
proposed as inembers, and declared tc be elected.

ht iia>', perhaps, be arguicd that at this date there %vere no qualhflcat,.Ons
prescribed for inembership, and as the persans so e.lected fo,- mnibers
afterwards acted as memibers that would be suflicient to constitute thiem
nmembers ; and for the sake af argument I propose to concede this point.
But what was the next step ? The election of the five new memibers as
truisiees for the succeeding year, as it is stated in the resolution. Now,
the mneeting iii question was not the annual meeting ;it wvas not a special
,ýenera! meeting of tht members called for the purpose tit %vas simip> a
mieeting of trustees called as such ; and thertiare, sa far as the three out of
tht five charter trustees-as 1 shaîl caîl themn--attemipted ta elect theii suc-à
essors, tht proceedîng was irregular and void. Again, if it be canreded

thiat the meeting of the 2 1st af j une, i 890, hâd pow -r ta elect miembers, thoughi
not to appoint trustees, tht adjourned meeting, at which three charter nitm-
bers were present, lias, as truqtees, it may be argued, tht power ta pass by.laws
ti'ýiIl the qualification of inernhership, and generall' providing rules and regu-
ltions for carrying on tht business <>f tht association, If the>' legaîl>' passed
ilhese by-laws, thenceforward persans only could becomne niembers who coin-
plied with the conditions and requiremients prescribed b>' these by-laws. 13y' the
by.laws adopted on the 24th June. i89o, section 8, annual meetings wtre ta lit
held on the third Tuesday in january in eaci' year for the election of officers.
Siection 9 directed that the affairs af the conipany shouid bc controlled b>' a
board. conîp"sed ai twenty.ane, or maore, directors. Now, in tht face of these
by.laws, thia sa-called meeting for the election afi memtbers and trustees, etc.,
was held on the i2nd of December, i8yo. there was no vacancy, so far as
appears, among the trustees at the time. On the previous 2ist af june five
trustees had nominal>' been elected for the ensuing year, and after their elcction
hy.lav's were passed altering the date fixeu in the charter (or holdingZ the mneet -
irg till the third Tuesday in january, and aiso declaring that the election ai
offlcers should take place at that date. In spite ai these plain directions, and
without any amcndment of their b>.Iaws upon tht poin.t, the meeting ai the
mienbers was called for the 22nd of Docemb.-er, i890, for the purpose above de-
scribed, and, as we have scen, the first thing the meeting did was to attempt ta
elect s;xty.six gentlemen as members ai the association. Now, this %vas a pur-


