
o)f iiiy (ish, thoughi the death of soine of themn while lie was an inmiate, 1
attributed to his %vork.

A very interesting class of occup)ants are the so-cafled Fresh Water

Snails, arnong which 1 have alwvays preferred Planorbis, wvhose sheli

rerninds one of the fossil ammnonite, Paludina, or rnarsli agate sheil,

Line.and Physa. These are ail an-d each a study in themnselves.

Seen only in their native state they would seein to l)ossess few points of

attraction, but when under observation they are vcry difTerent. Tihe

species of Physa and Limnac-a have a curious habit of floating on the

surface ivith shell dovnwards, propelling themiselves by a wvavy mnotion

of tic wing-like apparatus that encircles tlîeir body. Tlîey ail mnultiply

rapidly, attaclîing their ego s by a tranznarent substance to the glass, or

to steins of plants, but the voracity of tlîeir co-occupants,- fisl--seldoaî

allowvs thern to co'nie to mnaturity, so that there is an alariîîing tab)le of
infant nortality amongst tliese shell-fisb. The utility of these as

agents in keeping dowvn the green groivth of confervie in an aquarium is

great and the wvay in which they dlean tlîe glass is inost interes-ing.

The occupant of the shell puts forth his proboscis, turning it apparently

inside out as we do a stockirig, until the silky surface, wvhich is the

tongue, cornes in contact with the glass. It then niakes a sweep), like a

mîowver's scythe, taking up into a swath ail the confervoe on

that spot. The proboscis enfolds this, and the tongue takes upon it ail
the vegetatiort which it has collected and disappears in the animal's

interior. A forward movenient is then miade aiîd another p)ortion of

thglass is swept dlean by the saine process, so that the track of the

snails upon the glass nîay be traced as distiîîctly as tlîat of a mowver, by

his swath along a nieadow. Although 1 have hîad wvhat are known as

Cfresh-wvater clams," that is t he Unios and the Anodons, as occupants,

they are unsatisfactory, and if a person wishes to study their habits, I

think they ought to have a receptacle for theinselves. They require a

înuddy bottom in which to move, and their habits are so distinct and

different frorn those of everything eise that they would need segregation

froin other occupantsý.

Water l3eetles are another interesting branch of life under ;vater,

but the larger ones are too voracious to be kept any length of time. 1

introduced the large Hlorny-cased, Black Water-I3eetles (species of


