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and the fernale is of a pitchy colour. Both shine
very muèýh - 'the former is difficuit to meet witb.
SuJSerflcîal observer. -.,ho have noied the larvoe
of the wheat-inidge ln the cars, have mistaken.the
ichneunou, wlhich thcy bave oàsed -inougat
theni, for the parent of thes& larvS, and have
conseiq*ently condcmncd it'as the oriin of the
very fili it ia destinedl to dirninish. Thiîs affords
anotheu. instance of thec folly of hasty conclusions,
aud o? the false reasoning relative to flhe infer-
ences pecple deduce without accurate invtsti-
g ation, ivhen they inerly scé Ïwo thiùgs togetber.

usÉ in the sarne wvay soine farinera bave -conclu-
ded' that the lîttie ichueurnon flics weare now
noficiug must lay the cggs prcuducing the larve
of tÉe unidge, btcatise they bave themselves seen
theru amngst the corn containing these larvàe.
It usa turne for ail observera to arrive at a better
state of knowledge, lest we destroy, as authors of
mischiefs, the fieuudly antidotes to their incerease.
Prejudice and hasty judgrnen: lead to perpetual
misconstructions, as to thituga both moral and
natural.

-But% to, returu' to the ichneuuuon. This littie
platygaster znay be readily found on the glumues
of the 'wheat-plauts, iu the mouths o?. July. and
Auguet. If runsrapidly over the cars, and scerna
to ICDow, weil wbich- are thoseý occimpicd hy the
larve of flue muidge. The author fouud numbers
of tbem u varions wbeat-fields in August 1845;
and glmost invariably, ou examinlng thé cars on
'which thcy appearedi discovered that they-cou-
tsined'the objects of their scarch. The. ichneu-
mon"huntà for themn with the utrnot cagerness,

and by the aid of a sharp tailplacei a aingle egg
in each.of their bodies. The.aight bas been wit-
nessed by the foilowiiug experirnent: a number of
larvS of thé wbcni t idgciwrr put on a piece of
white paper, pretty near- eacb ýother, sud u lit.
cbeunom was dropped into the unidst o? the group.
The -euëg obcr nner, the rapid vibràtio nsof

b er , uteiï&,;Ld ie * o bfer attitudes, were
ber abiîàtion quiékencd to the utm6st iutensity,
she aoonheut ber body in a slaùttlngilirection bc-
neath her brest, applied- ber tail te the larve,
and, bccorning still -as aeath, sent forth. ber curi-
ous sbceath.a7ud depôsited ber egg iu the victiru,
which 'writbed consi'derably underthe operation.
If shecaune to oue that bad previously au egg ia
it, she left it in an instant aud soughit anoher;
for the plàtygasfcr laya but one iu eacb.. Thia
hô'-'ever, oýfteiu rcpcated, des troys a great mny of
these Littie devastators o? the grain. The obsei-
vatiouii of professor Lleuslow cofiflrm those wvhièh
bave beharay made. Mesys, "&Wheu these
are hatèlied, the yodung 'aggota which- thcy pro
due, sud'wluih arc tbe caterpillars ofthe ichuncu-.

osfeed'upýon the flcshy or muusWuar parts o?
tuecaerpilar they arc itticking, caÏefuilyavoid-

ngthé qita parts. At 'lughthe* caierpillar,'
thCy hav&'beýn tb-ùi levouingïaîhe, diès; or, as
frcqùutly h'1jpcus, t chbngês'te the atate of a

chrysalis 'before it is destroyed. The ichneumon
caterpillars alsoi pass to thue chrysalis mtate, and
either remain 'w thin the body of the -dead cater-
pillar, or corne out before they as sume the fly
state. Eaclu species of ichneuion ia restricted-i
its attacks to onc, or at most Io a few particular
species ofcaterpillar; and the femalea instinct.ve-
lyc potion the number of eggs they depozî i

eahidividual to the relative aize of their own
ofl'spririg, anud that cf the inseet ou which tbey
are destuned to preyY" It is ipsible to com-
template these habits ofh minute insecta 'thug
brought before our notice, witbout being decply,
impressed with the ornipresence of the great
Bcing to whom ai fhings owe theur existence.
The same baud that spread the north over ihe
eunpty space, and suspended. the carth upon noth-
ing, and kecps the stars-in their courses, regulates
the numbers, instincts, and, uses of the smallest
living things, appearing equalty perfect in al:

" What less than wonders from the Wonderful,
Wbat Juss than miraee from, God eau flow ?

The two other icbncurnu nuentioned by Mr.
Kirby'aie supposed to limit the increase of the
platygaster tipulS. One of tbem ia said to ovi-
posît in uts eggs, the other in is maggots. There
are also uiany other apecies, opeung a 'wide and
curious field of iuquiry for the entoniologist..
Several very intercsting drawings of those ailuded
to -bere are given by Mr. Curtis, iu the paper
previously rccommended to the reader's careful
perusal. One of thescecxtraodinary flics bas an
ovipositor, uearly thrice its own lengtb,,whichit
inserts-into the parts of the flowcr containing the
eggs in which it designs to-lay its own. Ihdeed
the instruments with which, nature bas furnished
al the ichucumons that have been.observed, nian-
ifest the uuost rcmarkab]e adaptatioà;, and tluere
could scarrely be conceilved a more beautiful sub-
ject for a separate treatise than tluat of thei'r foruns
and habits, whcnever theymay have been suffi-
ciently investigatedl. The design of the preseut
remaika is ruerely to show how carcfully thereisà
providcd, by the goodn'ess aud wisdom of God, a
natural antagouism to the isaster that would
befal-mankiud from the unchecked multiplicaiion
of our insect enernies. Nor do thue icuneuinons
alone perform this ofÈice. There 'are flics wbich
live upon the xnidges, carryingthen offand devour-
ing them in the saine way as bawks and other
birds of pry diminishthe-uubcrs oftfhe.smualler
feathered tribes. Whiile thissagency is going on
in nature, there is left abundance of scope, for the
exercise of Our own ingcnuity; and the next ques-
tion is, hiow wc may effiectually eall it forth in.the
way-of defcuce a8ginwtthe littie pesta now.under
review?.

The econy of the miuutest insectsanau ani-?
inàcules with wbich we are acquainted is quite as
woÛderfiàl as the nature of the-fungi advertedl to
inkte»precCding chaPter; 'whilesmorne expernmeits
recenf1y mnade on the infusonsa, to 'whichi claÎs the


