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jectiùii to bu»ii is one of a rather daînaging kind, that lie is iîot Very original-
that whlat hie lias donc has been exeeuted before. .As we have said of Irving
that he is a reproduction of Goldsmith, ive may assert, with cqual justice of
Prescott, that his iiethod and manner arc those of Rlobertson. A %vriter in
order to, retain. longr his liold on the public minci, mnust have a style that is
unlike ivhat has appearcd bef'ore, and that men f ake timne to becoie reconciled
to, as to guano or «utta percha. Mlien the ireader fincis biiniself saying like0
tlic Isi-aelites, Mýana, ivliat is this ?-wlhen lie asks himself' as whlen lie first
fastes pine-apple or coeoa nit, Nvliethcr it bce good, and tries it twvicc or thrice
bef'ore lic makecs up his mmiid, and feels it a littie liard to bic reconeilcd to thc
new clenient-when thîs occurs a iiew notoriety bias mnade bis appearancè. le
wvill last for a generatioii. perhaps for two or three. W'ýitlî no sudh harbingers
did ]?rescott appear. Mea recognised in hirn an old aequaintance. This is
Rlobertson agtain, with a little less magniloquence, and a littie more incident.
Ferdinand and Isabella, the Conquest of Nexico and IPeru ; sucli are fixe suli-
jeets on which fhis agrecable writer lias cmiployed his pen. Ife is one of thc
fow authiors of the day who takes time and proeeeds on tlic idea tlîat an his-
torical work cannot be too carefully lalioured. RIe lias chosen confined limit4s
for his thienes, and in this and other particulars, exhibits himself as a mind o?
moderate dimensions. Ife adduces many authorities, by whieh lie shoews the
industry that bias gone to the exceution of the work, but tlie resuit 15 not coin-
mensurate ivith thc effort bestowed. When we consider liow closely we arc
led up to any particular era in thc romances o? Scott anîd Dumas, writers wlio
are flot tie be supposed to have raîîsacked se nmany sources o? information ns
Preseott, wec enquire if' this siendor thread of' narrative becflic Nvorthy resuit of
so mnueh. preparatioîî. These novelists will make Froissart or Philip dc
Comines, thec media by whieh they arc onabledl te relate nmany agrecable btaies,
in each of %,vîieli the architecture, dress, state of art and religion, position of
flic nobles, condition o? thc peasantry, and a multitude of other qualities
appertaining to thec period, stare you in thc face. Why ini thc instance o? suoli
as Prescott should, Lt bce chiefly from. the ref'erences and notes, fhat you, leara
how muel research lias been put forth ? *Wlîy should flot yen perceive fuis in
a more agrocable, a-id dramatie manner, by a tlisand living instances of thc
time, springing up La thxe course eof thc narrationi? We allow tintthis remark
is Iess aPlicable te, Prescott than to nmost o? the historiains tIat have gone
bef'ore. ais predecessors have iceal more liable than. be to the accusation of a
bald, uneveniful narration. StilI, even with him, in our eye, wc arc forced to
think of fhe historians as cold and meag--re, to regard the remancers of flic age
as the best reporters of' tIc past, te -view themn as the persons who have mest
skilfully and faithfully rcproduced thc olden fimie, and 'who best deserve what
Ilamlet says o? the player, ' they arc thc abstract and brie? chrenicles of tIe
time.' Prescott adopting ainould first used by Robertson lias improvedupon his
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