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CORRE SPONDE NCE.

To the Editor of the EDUCATIONAL REcoRD-

Is thera such a thing as a po9sessive case of the personal pronouins ?
1 do not mmid running my head ag,,ainst the grammarfians and saying
that there is not. Take for instance the first person. Its possessive case
ia cortainly not "'ny," for that is an adjective, and must have a substan-
tive to follow; it is as certainly flot Ilmine," for al.thoughi that is a true
pronoun, it is only used in the nominative or objective case, according as
it is in the direct or indirect completioxi of a verb. For instance; whose
book did lietake? lietook mine. lere "took," is a transitive verb and,
groverns an objective case. Again,w~hose is thatboo k? It is mine. lla"
is a neuter verb and requires the nominative after it. Under no circum-
stances eau "lmine," Ilthine," etc., be parsed in the possessive case; nei-
ther cau "lmy"I supply that place te, Il I" for the former is an adjective,
and the latter a true, pronoun.

In studying the prînciples of wrhat I may cali a composite language, it
la Nwell to look at the nations from wvhom that languag<,e lias been derived.
Theo Latins had the personal possessive; in the instance 1 am takzing, it
'was the inflectional Ilmei"I; but in F rance it became an adjunet, and in
England iwhat is called the " Nornman possessive," "de moi" and "tof me";
the Latin adjective "lmeus" Ilvas "lmon"I and '-'na"I in Frenchi; cem-y"
lu English; but out (2 the masculine termination of theFrencli adjective
grew a veritablo possessive pronoun. IlLea mien" angvlicé "mine," and
this latter, like, its Frenchi progenitor, can no more be used witli a sub-
stantive than 'lmy"' whicli is descended from Ilma"I can be used without
one. It requires very little argument to show that an '- adjective pro-
noun"l cannot possibly be the possessive case of a substantive one; it re-
quires as little to prove that tixe pronoun "lmine"I cannot fBu the situa-
tion. It lias a possessive case of its own namely the IlNorman" IlIldu
mien," "lof mine," as evinced iu our own language by the expressions
" body of minie," "lieart of mine"I; and lu more modern times, IlThis
Canada of ours." Few men would venture te parse those pronouns as
adjective ones belonging to some substantive understood ; fewer still will
call them personal pronouns in the possessive case governcd by a prcposi-
tion. But if neither "lmy "lnor"I mine"I eau fill the vacant position, what
eau ? Hence, I have came te the conclusion that "Ilmy," etc., are adjec-
tives; "mrine," etc., possessive pronouns, and that the personal pronouns
have ne possessive case.
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