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couiprehiensive view of it as a, unit. No stuidy is more fruitless
titan that of a history ini a routine te-,xt-book of nianes anmd dates
iiuiless it be the study of literature, ini the samie w'-ay. Ihe-
teachier of history iust Iziiov Iiistory,' and the teacher of
literature nuist know literatuire. Lt is of courise impossible in
eighit years to imipart any detailed kniowvlcge of history but
the able teacher eau in timat timec -ive a kimowledgre of its sweep
andi unity, of the relative siguiticance amd importance of
cer-tain periods, andI possi bly (letaiic(l knowledge of soznie portions
of it, Say the history of the puIlil's mWil counitry. Tis is also
truc of the nature of civil governinent, and especialiy of the
governmnient tln(lcr whichl the scholar lives. N.Loting perhaps is
iioreý tIeCLed inow iiu this republie than a linoNvledgçe of its fumda-
mental character and lawvs, andi it is one of the weakmmesses of our
educationial systemi that it fails to give thîs to those xvho pass
through oui' primnary sehools. We inighit go further anid say
that those who 'ead our niewspapers know that we are flot
e.xa,,ggeratiing the ignorance in regard. to our owui goverinient,
or of other fornus of groveriintent, or of fundamiental social laws
evolved ini the experience of the race. In a few highly devel-
oped schools, both prinary and secondary, these suibecs r
taken up with th.- inost enconraging î'estlts; but howv is it iu
the niajority of district sehools of the country ? And even if
these suljects were takzem up, where are the teachers to teach
tiien ? This is no attack iipoil the body of teachers, niost of
whoin are ill paid even for' the ser'vices they render, antd inost
of wvhouî also are working conscientiously according to theîî-
lights. But it is for the public to consider that, the best
teachers are î'equired ini Iaying te foundations of education,
and that it is a good economny to pay foi' the best.

-'e insert the foIiowving in the hope that every one of oui-
jlocal papers wvill insert it ini thecir cohmnutiis. Lt is takeu fromi

thec Bôstom~ ll'rald and refers to parental co-operation ini the
wvork of the sehool :A friendly co-operation ou the part of ;i
teacher anmd the parent is sure Vo nake te inost of a pupil and

r do grood service to the wvhole school. Wrîat our sehools nceed,
says the writer ve, refer Vo, beyon(l appropriations. beyond good
teacliers, 1)cyOnd capable supervisors, beyond aul eInerýetwC
sehool board anmd a capable superinteudent, is the cordial
support of te People at large. Lu the pressure of the duties of
life uipon ail people the sehool is oI1c of thc things takzen foi-
granilte(l. \Vith the churches inable to exercise ;t strong auid(
central influence over the morals- of childhood, with fainily carc
coustantly being deteriorated by Lhe prssr of business aîtd


