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this on the assuýnption that 1 amn speaking to a body ùf Chriiàtian people, fa-
miliar in a go4d degiee with the lines of truth that have been indicated, per.
hape a littie les fainiliar with the particular aspect of the case that I shill
now try to present to you. 1 shall seek to indicate a few of the good tenden-
cies of the timç ini which God has cast our lot, and to, Buggest the connexion
between these good tenâencies, and the juty and privitege that we have im-
mediately befqre our minds - and you 'Willjpnderatand readily that when one
speake about tQndencie& there muet necessarily be a certain generality, per-
hape it rnay even seem to some a certain vaguenes. A tendency.is not a dis-
tinct and tanàible force that you can handie 'and measure as you can a bullet.
It is rathef vague and seemingly nebulous like the atrnosphere, and yet the
atmosphere çan be rneasured in a certain degree, and so tendç nejes can be ap-
proxirnately.also. It seemes to me that we have in our tixne Corejoico over a
greatly increased personal activity among Christians. It is not commonly
thought enougli ini out best churche%, that persona ha entitaci to, seats, and
make a little contribuition towards the comkion cause.. Our living churches
look for working iuembers, a'nd we have in c6 nsequence mnany Christian organ-
izations that are doing great and good work.

Look for example at the various forme in which young nien are being ern-
ployed, and in which their good ie being sought through organizations, not
to, speak of the great Young Men's Christian Associations that are in our
cities. 1ýWe see 'sinilar gatherings at the sanie time in our healthiest and
inost laborious churclies. For this we onght tu be deeply thankful. The
saine is true in the teaching of the young ; it isamuch nior§systematic than it
used to, be ; a larger nu niber of teachers, male and fe inale , are engaged in
the work. 1 think the plans neyer were so, good as in the present year, and
when we think of the estimate of sorne twelvei millions of 'the youing people
uînder'regular and systematic teachers, with better facilities on the part. of
the teachers for making themselves cornpetent instrucors than they ever
had before, we may well rejoice and give thanke.. Btut 4hese are only forme
of effort to, which many agditions might *eaily be entinerated. In the
Christian poor, in the effort to, lift thein up, in the doing of work that was
properly given to'the deacons in the ancient Church, there is much fo
which we qught to be thankf ul to, God Almighty. The (ihurch of Christ
neyer waa, a working churcli inl 50 great a degree as in the year in which

Pejw ie (Heur, hear.) There are some things of coursethât we have to,
keep-in mind. Prosperity lias its paruls just as suirely as adveraity. It wil
flot do for us, for exemple, to, substitute these extern>j activities for inner
growth in grace. It will Ùiot do. for parents to, relétate the teaching of
their ctiildren to Sunday-schoul ixistructors ho% ever admirable they may be.
It will no t do for young men to, make thoir Associations a substitute for the
Chutch of Jesust Chriet (hear, hear), and it will not do for Christian people
to, maka their benevolent efforts a substituts for personal growth in grace
and individual consecration to, God. If there are any workers liera in
danger in these directions, I don't forget that 1 arn a minister of the gospel,
and I don*t hesitate to say to themn . ' Make sure that3ou inaintain pe*sal
connecration, heart consecration to the Lord and Master. Thiyt.whioh yon
dowwill depend in agre4t degree upon what ynp..God hadrespect.to
Abel -and te hie offering, Abiel first and thenyhi offerig; and it vrillbe so
withy Ou. Christianpe'bple, Christian workers, ha raady in yourselves be-
fore God that the work which you do may be through Jeanis accepted of ffim.
What lias been the ioopiration of that'Christiaii activity ? It lia been thi
biook. Then if we want Co extend the Christian activity, extend the use of
this book.

\14 In the aecond place it seexns to me that the tinie in which .wa live in
marked ia an encuuraging dagree by piaotical estiznates of thinge. We don't

. i


