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: '} CONSUMPTION AND JTS CAUSES.
At a recent meeting of the Geagraphical and
 Statisticil Society, hehlin this env. a valuable
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engar (brown will do}; let it siand 1 an open
vessel for 24 hours; skun and strwm n, then
tarrel it.  Let 1t atand for § or 9 monjhs, when
it should be racked off and bottled and corked
close; age improves it.

WuaLe LEaTuri—Squeetiog oil ont of stone

cool was o thing to be thuught of as a nuracle that

might some dny convert the heathien ; but to pet

shoy leather frown the skin of s whale is so rea-

sunable a probability, that owe 18 amazed 5
A
Fienchman has abtained n patent fur whale leath.

sheuld ant bave been lang sgo ausmpted.

her, nnd rematkably pliant stuffat is+ ‘The skin
13 s0 thick that, after remuving tho iuner portion.
which is epungy the remainder is spiit tu make it
of the wuol shoe thickueas, It 1s remarkably
tou gh, Tut s soft ae buckekin, and it repels
water well.  The Yrnkee buut ia mast miser.

abic; the leather is spuiled by bad tanmng amly

wurse working up.  This makes anfair relation
betweeh supply and consumption, which it will
need nll the whales of acean to equalize, ‘fhe

discovery nomes at time when land leather iy

growing slarmmgiy senyor ; and we behold in it
a beautifal provison of Providence, only excell-
ediby the disvovery of coal oil at n juncture still
mere criical in 1he history of human progress,

Grring GREEN® CorN.~—The following is the
Indinn metkod by “which tbey treat green corn
for mudking -succothsh. ete. during winter.—
When the green corn is fit fer uce, a pit dug
from twao tothree feet in diam ter =1 tap, and
gradua’ly cnlarging it at bottum, - v five feet
down, from sx oto eight feet iv v o« wter. A
lerge fireiv then built pear by, an whict s10nes
are beated, and when red-het the stones and live
cuals are shoveled into the butto n of the pit, and
sprinkled over with fine lcose dirt.  The cornas
then thrawn in avith the husks or, just asitis
yulled from the statkunil the pitas nearly full,
Thea comes a thin laydr of lonse dirt, then hot
stnnes (enough to elise the pot,) and the whole
covered with earth o retain the keat. When the
wlLole cools off {ntich tukeg s-veral day<) the
pit is-opened and thecorn 18 fonad 1o be delight-
fuhy cooked. Wnen cuol, the ate stnpped off

and the corn dres in the sun; “hen thoroughly
dried the corn (s shelled off easily, and1s then
packed away in kags for usc, -

paper was read on the mortality of consumption
by Henry B- Millard, M. 1).  Hea estimated that
reaty one-sixth of the deaths amoug the human
r-ce occer from consumption.  I'rowm statistics
extending over . considerable perind, he found
that one teath in every 9.7 oceurred from con-

samption. In New York.from 1504 to 1820, one |

death i overy 3.3 was caused by cunsumption ;
froon 1820 1o 1835, ore in 84 ; fiam 1836 10 1530
ane in 6.5 ; "1848 10 1839, one in S.11. Of deaths
in the armyy he found that the greatest number
of cases of consumption was from 6.9 to 9.2 an-
naally for avesy thousand men, between latitudes
36° and 25°, characterized by high temperature
eomons rains and  exeessive meistuer,  The
smazllest number 6f deaths was 1.3 per thousand
men, in New Mexico, characterized by a high
land and dry atmosphere. While consumption
israve in countries of lugh laktuldes, i* Is _uricus
hat in trapies] countries the prapartinn of deaths
is often too small to be calenlated 1n all Judea,
in 43 years, only 29 died of consumption. The
theory that the sea #ir may prevent, as well as
cure, consuwplion, 3% supported by statistics. In
the British army, opt of 14,590 men, 51 died of
consumption; whili: out of 12042 men in the
navy, only 19 di€d of that disease. Consumption
is not necessarily more prevalent in Jarge than
in smalicitics. - Among the trades and profes-
sions the following order of mantality Yy con-
sumption was mentioned ; the greatest was
among the taflors, shotmakers; next came black-
smiths, gardencrs, bakers. butchers and lawvers;
the mortality apong tailors bedug four times that
of the lawyers. The greatest mortality by con-
sumption among males is sdid to be in thé city.
There is gren:cxﬁiabili:y to consumption hetween
the 20th and 30th years'af age than at any other
period oflife. ‘The general conclusion was, that

humidity of the atmosphere is favorable and

dryness unfavorable to the generation of the
disease, but moist e3lt water is not caleulated
for its developments.  Want of exercise
and nir tends to produceit. 3t is more pre-
valent. among females than among males.  There
are no reasons for the conclusion that the dis-
caseis cither on the increase or decrease.

At conclusiun of the reading of Dr. Miliard's
paper, the thanks of the meeting were pre-
sented to him and a “copy requested for the srch-
ives of the saciety.—[New “fork Paper.

METEORIC MYSTERY.

A correspondént” to the Scientific American
writes from Qhio, on April 21st,* our town and
vicinity was visited with the most extraordinary
1neteoric phenomenon every known in this coun-
iy, About hall past 12 o'clock 2 loud report,
resembling the xeport‘of acannon, was heard,

: L]

jthe lowest form bt one.  The Loy above Nuw-
ton having kicked him, the dunce showed his{,

(appareiitly at thenorthwest corner of the tolyn. !
1.1!]1. A
}

iis prodaced much astonishnent, as we hgve
no tanvidn in oiir town; and just as everybody
was ready to agk what ciused t\l\c report, another
burst upon the ear, direétly over the tawn, ns it

appeared to us. This, repoit was followed by

ling the loud beating®ef a bass drum.  After
Ithese reports a singular rombling, whizzing noise
followed for nbout two minutes, The greatest
consternation was created.  People ran into the
streats, hbrses touk fright, aud eattle and shee»
in the fields ran to and fro with wild excitemént.
The earth seemed to tremble, and the concus
sions were felt sensibly in many houses. Som
after the explosions, I was told by several |])er-
sons that many large and peculiar stones had
been found scattered all over the town. Men
working in the field bedark lalls flying in dif-
Jurent directions hting upon the enrth;
shaking it consideg sc\'oml hundred feet
around. On prd o the several, spots,
they found large, bedded two or three
feet in the carthid Biot!  Several of these
stones have heen Y and brought to town,
weighing (seven CEERIRE ectively) $0, 36, 40,
42,51, 53, 533.7 Bcs are different from
any in this country. WOutside is black —heing
‘burnt to that color, but wheri broken the body
appears a species of sandstone, of a bluish cast,
und is supposed to contain a large quantity of
iron,

the same appenrance. The ncarest one was
{ found ona-half & mile, and thoe farthest off about
four miles from town. [t is supposed that many
more will be found, and searching parties of
citizens and strangers (who have come here for
the purpose) are out during the day * looking
up” the sonderful stones. At the time of this
singular eccurrence, the skv was clear; the only
large cloud visible was whirled about uncare-
wmaniously by the rushing mass of rock proceed-
ing from the northwest to the southeast. The
shock was felt and the reports within the radius
of about 20 miles from this place, in differunt di-
rections ; hut the stones seem to have fallen but
short distances southeast of onrtown. Nosmall
picces of stone have-yet heen found—the smal-
est weighing about 30 pounds.  The phenomen-
ton created wuch exeilement, and at the fime of
{1ts occurrence, many persons (especially the su-
j perstitions) supposed that the * end of 211 things
carthly” was athand. It was, to say the least of
it, 2 wonderful event. 1 leave speculation {as to

fits canse) for the consideration of your scientific
{reader®,
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SIMPLE EXPERIMENT IN NATURAL -
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When a person looks into a mirrorthatis placed
perpendicular to another, his face will appear en-
tirely deformed. If theanirror he a little inclined,
so as to make an angle of $0°, he will then see
all the parts of his face excent the nnse and fore-
thead. If it be inclined ta 60°, he will appear with
three noses and siz eyes; in short, the apparent
deformity will vary at each degree of inclination ;
and when the glase comes 10 45°, the face will
vanish. If, instead of placing the twa mirrars
Iin this situstion, they are so disposed that the
1line of yjunction is veriical, their different incli-
’nations will produce other effects.

JLLUSTRIOUS DUNCES.

An mteresting chapier might be wrnitten on
jthe subject of the illustrious dunces—duil hoys
rand biilhant men  \We have room, however, for
only a few ingtances.  Pietiro di Cortana, the
painter, was thoucht so stupid that he was
jnicknamed ** Ass Head” when a boy; and To.
mascu Guidi.was generally known us * Jleavy
Tom,” (Massogcia Tomasaccip.) 1hough by dil.
izence, he afterward raiscd to highest eminence.
Newton, whenat school, stood at the bottom of

pinck by challenging him to_fight, and heat
him. Then hesetto work ®ith a will, and
determined also to vuanquish hig antagonist® os
a scholar, which he did, rising to the .top of
his close, Many of our greatest divines_ hava
heen anything hut precocious. [sane Barow
when at the Charter schonl-house, was tictori.,
ous chiefly for his strong temper pugnasiovs Lab-
1ts, and proverbial idlencss as a scho'ar, andf he

ciRht or ten more, i quick syecession, vesemb-| ies by which he distinguished  himself, unul he

They are very heavy for theirsize,and allhave| paticnt and perscucring, ond it was by thnt

er’s hand as **a fool, of, whom nnihing could ‘be
wade.”  Burus wasa dull hoy, guod’ only at
athletic exgrcises, . T
Goldsmith spoke of himselt 't\‘s‘n?}'}i\l\l‘ thot
flowored late. ~ Alflers I2L college’ us™ wise ag
when he-éntered it, andgdid not begin, the etui.

had run ove: halfof Eutape.  Robert Clivesves
a dunce, 1! not a reprobate, when a youth: ln_n
always full of cnergy, oven in baduess, Iis
fomuly, glad to get rird of him, ‘E'hi{i})je:d bim off
t Madras; and he lived to lny the foundation
of the Dritish power in*fndia. Naprolean and
Wellington were both dull doys, not distinguish-
ity themselves in any way at school.  OF the
former the Duchesd d’Abrantes says, ¢ by had
guod health, but was 1n other respscie, like
othor buys.” John Huward, the philanthropiet,
was anather illustrions dunce) learning next to
nothing during the seven years ho was ut schaol.
Stephenson, asa youth, was distiuguished chiefly
* for his ski'l at putting and wrestling, and at-
tentien to his work. The brilliant s Hawm-
piirey Da y was no c'everer than other boys;
his taacher, Mr, D.vies G.lbert, suys of- him,
* While he was with me, I canld not discern
the quasities by whioh ha was most distingmish-
ed.” Jadetd, he limsrelf, in after life, thoaght
it fortuninate that he had been left to ** enjoy so
tauch idlencss at sehool.””  \Vatt was a dull
scholar, notwithstanding the pretty stories told
about hus precocity ; hut hia was what was better

meuns, and by his carctully cultivated inven-
tiveness, that he was enabled to perfect his
steam-engine,

HisToriCai,.—Wednesday, the 20th of June
ompleted the 23rd year of the reign of Victoria,
the ., who assended the British tarone in 1837,
amonth after she had completed ner 18th year,
‘I'h wugh she had only-reached to middle life, her
her veigrin bas alresdy been a long one, longer
we beleive, th the averace of reigns, and she
may have the longest reiga of any English sove-
rerrn, and still not die ata very advanced age.
Qfthe monarchs who have worn the English
crown since the Codquest, 20 did not wear it so
long as it has been worn by this lady, who may
have it for 30 years longer, and then not bemuch
- older than was Klizabeth when she died.  Wil-
liam I, Willigm IL, Witlian I1L, Richard I,
John, Edward 11, Richard II., Heénry IV, Henry
V., Edward IV, Mary L, James L, James I1,,
Mary ., Anue, Geargo L. Georuze IV, and Wil.
lam IV, all raigued less than twenty-taree years,
but some of them asseaded the 1hirone ut advan-
erd ages, particularly the immediute predeessors
of the prasent Sovereign, Genrge [V,, and Wil-|
fomn IV., who were her uncles, ‘lfllgll,l_m.lQ‘.’Qr'up

¥CTOINS OT 1nglamt have nidstly bagun Yheir
igns whed they were old.  George 1., became
Kiny at 51 George IL, at 44, George IV, ut 58,
and Willam at64. George IIL was in his 23rd
year when he began toreign, and had he lived
nine monzhs longer he would have had a reign of
sixty yearss The next longest Iuglish reign was
w.s that of Heury IZL, which lasted fifty-six
years or thereabout. Edward I had about!
alf-a-century of ‘rule ; Tlizabeth had not
quite forty years ; Henry VIIL nearly thirty.
cight years, and lenry” VI tmny-nine years. |
‘The shortest rvign in England—rtor that of Lady
Jane G-ay counts fornothing il firures, though
the poor girl found it « serious thing in fact,
seeing that it made her and hers so well acquain-
ted with dull blocks and sharp axes—was that of
Edward V. whichJasted cighty-cight days. Ed-
ward VI. reigned six vears and a half ; and his
sister and suceessor, Mary L, five years and four
months. ‘Three of the female sovereins of Eng-
land—the two Marys and Anne—reigned, alto-
gether, not much loager than Victoria has already
ripned N such thing has cver ceecurred in
" England as once happened in France, namely;
tha' there were but two mdnarchs in 131 years.
Louis XIV.’s reign bbgan in 1643, and that of
kis successor, Louis XV., terminuted mn 13774,

Scitoor. Hours aAND Exercist.—Mr. Edwin
Chadwick, whose name isidentified with so many
imortant secial reforms, has of “late been pro-
secuting an educational inquiry of great interest.
He way, as ourreaders may iemember, -appointed
by the British government a copmissioner to
eaquire into the excessive labor of young persons
in cotton factories. Théresults he obained led
himto propose measures, which were in part

caused such grie’ t» s parents, that his father
used to ray that if it pleased God to take from him
Isny of his children. e hoped it tght be Isnnc}
the least promisine of them all.  Adam Clarke;
when a boy, was proclaimed by his father to be
* a grievous dunce,” though he could roll large
Istones ahout. Dean Swilt, one of the greatest
| writerasof the pure Eaglish, was ¢ plucked” ‘ay
{ Dublin Umversity, and only obtained his recom:
mendativn to Oxford ** speciala gratia,” 'The.
well-known Drs. Chalmers and Cook wore boys
together ot the parish school of St Apdrew’s,
land they were found so stupidand misehiz vous,

| that the maater, irritated beyond measure, dis-1

iniszed them Loth as jucorrigibie dunces,

pacity as_ 3 boy; that he was presented to:a
tutcr by bis smother, with the womplimentary.
accomplishinent that he was an incorrigible
ldunce. Walter Scoit wasall but a dunce whan !
a boy always much readier fora ** bicker" than”
apt at his lessons. At the REdinburgh Univer>
sity, Profcssor Dalze] pronounced upon hisn the
sentcoce that ¢ Dugco he wwas, dunce he would
remain.’” Chatterton was returnéd on his motht’
L)

i ces.

X
> 'The brilliant Sheridan showed so<litile ca-}

exccuted, for reducing the working time of chil-
dgen under thirteen years of age to six hours a
day, aud for ensuring their attendance at_schioo,
the residue of the time, “say tliree hours. The
children under thig provision are called * half:
timers ;” and it turns-out, according: to Mr:
Chadwick's investigations, thatin well-conducted
schools their attainments are quite equal to those
of{he ¢ full-iimers,” who attend school six hours
daly, while in aptitudesfor” the application 'of
their knowledge they are said to be superior.-As
they gain in bodily condition by the reduction of
their physical labor, sothey do,in mentat condi-
timn by the reduction of the timg devoted to men-
tﬁﬂal)or. o ..- R Demem & 0
Mr. Chadwick midde alko’ a Hlose Bxaminatisn’
ofthe best of the long timé schools” fér> young!
children, and found, upon the tastimopy..of tthe |
most intelligent teachers, thut they_coutd not
kc%p up voluntary attention to, studybeyond two
holirs in the morningund’one hour 'ify thé Rfter-
noon. By force, cven, they cannot gt more than
a lialf-bour.and that*proves-in the end & men-
tal mischicf as,well as a bodily | injuy.—From

that 4ir scliodl aystems -are o violation, in this
r8spect, of (he laws of physioldgy. .

< Boys are tnabled to £8pair fhe injury of undue
nientnl work, 10 0 rertiin oxteRl, by their athletic
gamea Natao with gifls. i boarding schools
they ere fustened to their sed@htary occupations
often erght hours a daj, but with slight' inter-
vening relaxation or exercise, Mr. Chadnick
finds that the daughters of wothers who have
worked, but whose fathers have got on in the
world and have sent these daughters 10 day oy
boarding schools, and kept them from work, are
shorter and generally of tnferivr strength to the
working mather's ; that the proportion of mothers
of the well-to-do classes who can suckle their own
children is diminishing ; that among wamen who
have oneservant there aro ailments which are
unknown among women who no scrvants; auil
that these ailments are woree with women who
have two servants, and gét very bad i"n(_lccd. and
with new complicationsof hypochondrin, among
women who have three servants.

The remedies recommended by his gentieman
are the reduction of the ordinary sqhmﬁ houvs by
one half, and the devotion of them tither to manu-
al labor or gymnastics. But no forin of exercise
he thinks, is’équal to the naval and military drill.
~[New Yorqu\ening Post.

A JounrNgy UNDER PaARrIS.—A correspondent
of a Swedish Journal farnishes an jatercving
account of a subterrancan voyage made throug!\
onc of the ndmirably constructed sewers of Paris.
The toat which conveyed the party was reached
by descending o flight of steps to the depth ot
about forty-five feet. ‘The hoat n flit-hot-omed
affair, was lighted by four lamps. ‘kh - sewer is
anarchway, filtéen £ et high and of equal breaith
with a ditch or canal about ten 1e‘t wiite,
whercin #llthe dirt and filth of Paris is cueried
away. On the side-walks, which tagether are
about fuur feet wide, ‘The wholeis bujlt of beau-
tiful white sand-stone, and is kept remarkably
neatend clean  No stench or bad smell was
perceptible. The denser postion of th- filth is
carried avay through large drains beneath the
side-wallis,

The side-walks arc exce'lent, and exhibited
no signs of dampness, while the walls of the
archway ave kept white-washed and ave at all
times yhiteas the driven snow.  Lne struciare
possesses the properties of an immense $ptaii g
tube, the workmen being able to coaverse at the
distance of two miles froin each ather.  ‘The echo
is very strong and lasting. The falwic is sad
to bLe built afte a model of the Catncombs ot
Rome, aided by the latest improtements. On
hoth sides, at about two hundred. ya-ds distant
from oue another, are 3pﬁnings, thrlr\ugh which
heavarkmen. dan assend, by means of permsnent

'itmﬁ'\'ﬁ:’d ef.?,?;r: casc’an sfxd?lfen rain su'-';‘m‘shbiﬂd :
cansz the water to rise over the side walks,
which is, however, of rare occurrenie.
"The contents of th: sewer,of course flowv into the
river Seine, and the current is sufficient to carry
along the boat used with considerable velocity.
Large reserviors are constructed at intervals,
into which the water can be turned for a short
time in case it should be nccessary to have the
canal dry for a little while.

The whole work was completed in two vears,
Beside tne wan canal,there are many minor ones
constructed vnder the prinapal streeta, all of
which can be made to communicate with one
another, ‘These "admirable und.rgronad works
ace aceessible from the Louvre, the Tuileries, and
from a'l the barracks, and should the Parisians
take a notion to barricade the streets in any
portior of the city the imperial government might
at short notice, and without any person being
aware of it, trausport troops, and, if there is time
to make usc of the reservoirs, so can cavalay vlso
be transported the same way.,

Thergds an end to shouting on the soldiers
irom the windows, and a revolution in Paris will
soon only be remembered among things that have
been, never to oceur agian. ‘Through these under-
ground passages a prisoncr can casil, be taken
from the Louvre to the Seine without attracting
attention, and thence sent off by railway, which
is near at hand. This splendid system of sewer-
age was one of the pet schemes of the first Na-
poleon. .

AN INVENTOR'S EXPERIENCE IN PRO-
CURING AN ENGLISH PATENT,

* Dickens, in his own peculiar way, thus relatesy
the * circumnlocution” experience of an inventor
in attémpting to procur~ an English patent :—
«“ When the Christmas holidays were over, I
went up to London by the Parfiamentary train,
and hired 4 lodging for one week from Thomas
Joy. He informed me that the figst step to be
taken in patenting the invention was to prepare
a‘petifion unto Queen “Victorin, * A declearation
before Masterin chancery was to be added wait.
These we likewise, drew up. After a deal of
trouble I found out 'a Master in Southampion
Buildings, Chancery Lane, nigh Temple Bar,
where I made the declaration, and paid eighteci-
perce. Iwastoldio-take the -declaration® -and
ctition ta the Home Office, 1n Whitchall, where
fleﬁ. itto be,signed by, the Home Sceretary
(after 1 had fGund the oifice out), and where 1
F':iii]‘t.w“o pound two,'and sixpence. Irisix days
ie signed it, and I -was- told to take it to the
Attorney-General's chambers, add leaverit there-
for areport. 1 did so, and paid four “lo.ur;d,fgqg._
Néte :=~Nobody’ (all’ thr'(_iu:g 1). over-thankful for
their, money, but all*uricivil, “s o -
B My lodging at Thomas Joy's was: now- hiréd
for.another week, whercof five.duys. were gone.

those factsit would scen to follow, a3 he contends

ad

The Attorney-General made what they calleda .




