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Plastor ab0epe
Written for TnE CAS-AIJA P,,~Pl

Il 1OJl'H RAISINVGY

'T was flot worîh raising",-So t he Captain
said

My juestion wvas about an oid mast-head,
That. stripperl and baie, 'raeatb shadow of tlic

Rose op above the waters lae and stili.

An ancient beacon pole ht seemced to be,
Now needless, leit t0 mercy of the sea.
But, no ; it told of shi pwreck ycors ago-
A gullant bark lay moutdering there beiow.

This was nt lloly Isle, by Arran's shore ;
1 beard the Captain's words, and as]ced no more
For thought on fleetest wing lied far away
To other isle wbere aitier vessel lay.

The isie was Malta, wherc a bidden rock
The Suitait's ptide brought down witb sudden

shock ;
Where watch and ward for Britain she bad kcpt
The lordiy iron.ciad now death-like siept.

.& nus wath raising ; and flor toit nor cose,
Lest floating fextress finally bc lost,
WVas giudged by nation, touched in tender part,
Vet prompt of band as stout cf hope and heart.

Nor, freely spent, was labor spent in vain:
A lèe months pass, and Io I upon tise main,
Upheaved, made new, no sign of mishap sore,
The .Sultan moves majestic as before.

Worth raising -!ruth of chicer for men who
weep

O'er human wrecks, engsslphed in lower deep
Of sin's dark waters; hearts that simply say
Than goodty vesset" how much better "thcy 1
Made in God's image, faintly yet we trace,
What in the basest, sin cani ne'er efface,
Ttie primai giory features, ýGod's great plan
More glorious stiti restores in every man
Of fallen race, thougb lartbest fallen be,
In Christ a new creation he may bc
Christ-iike we may behold him even hore,
WVith perfect likeness Il yben Se shah appear."
"Worth raising 'yes, by more than vision

bright
01 what may bec He gives another light
For and with whom we toit the lost to save,
That neyer daunted be, but ever brave-
Geîbsemane and Calvary atone
The woith of every sou] makrs fuily known;
Heaven's estimate bt atways mine 1 My love,
My sacrifice bc like to tbat above!

Wrî:ten for Taiti CANAD^ PRitsBvTEriAiN.

MI .SSION WORK IN .AFRICA.-L.

In turning over somne volumes of Exeter
Hall Lectures 1 came across one entitled,
IlModetn Geographical Researches in
Atrica." The lecturer prefaced bis rensarks
by saying : " Compa:atively little attention
bas been bestowed upon Africa at ary tigne
and flot much bas been written respecting it
during late years." This sentence was ut-
tered forty years age. Wbat a change b as
been wrought durieg these f irîy years ' Tco-
day the attention of tbe wbote civilized world
js directed towards Africa, and mucb bas
been written respecting it. The flag cf every
Eutopean nation now fluats ever seme
portion of its soit, and ne change cati be
made, or new territory appropriated, witb-
eut much discassioa and rivalry. Railraads
cnd telegraph fines are being censtructed,
and steam-boats piy on aIl the larger rivers
and lakes, rivers and lakes wbicb were
scarcely kaown to any forty years age.

A question riscs before us, as we read of
these things in the news of the day. lt is
this, European goverements show sncb
eagcrness te acquire possessiens on tbis
continent ;financiers are ready te risk mil
irons cf dollars in openîng up its mines, and
building raibroads and teiegraph lincs ;
scicntists travet over it for tbe sake of gain-
ing ew information in tbe different, branches
of scientific knowledge j traders go to ail
parts for barter and gain ; the soldiers of
our Queen as vieil as cf other conntries face
the bardships of forced marches into its in
terier te de battle fer their country. Are we
the followcrs cf the Lord jesus, just as eager,
just as ceurageous in advaecing with the
banner cf the cross, carrying, te the be.
nigbued peopie wbo inhabit tbat land, the
glcd message c! the gospel? Wc are glcd
te 5ay enceuraging answers can bc given te
thîs question;i thougb there are La doubt
many cf the professed fellowcrs cf Christ,

who are nt yet futly awakeeed ta tbe im-
portance cf thîs werk, vet tht mîssiceery
spirit is spreading, and much earneStness
ced zeat are being menifested. The lest ac-
ceunt b have met with, in regard ta the work
in Africa, as a wholc, states, that IIalready

40 snissiOnarY secieties, 700 1creige mission-
cres and 7,0o0 native preachers are labcring
for the evanRelization ef Africa, and about
1,000 cee, cf ber children are under the in-.
fluence cf tht gospel." The population cf
Africe is estimated ai 200>,ooeo; Stanley
places it et 250,coO,OO0.

This population is small, compared wîtb
Asia, or indeed with any cf the otlier crin-
tinents, in proportion te their area. Reasces
foc this are no doubt found in the cruel cus-
toms wbich have prevcilcd there fer centuries,
aed the constant pe' ty warfere waged
betwcen differeut tribes. The custom of
burying the living wîtb the decd, as maey as
Soo0cr i,ooo at anc lime, tbc practise af in-
fanticide, aed the punishing of every crime
great or strii by dectb, the system cf trial
by ordeat in which poison wvcs used causing
tht death cf bundreds cf innocent persans.
Add ta these tbe slave trade which bas dur-
ing this lest century greatly tbineed tht po.
pulation. But there are stîll many millions,
.ht majority cf wharn, are given aver ta
superstition, withaut cny cf the refinieg in-
fluences cf civilization, without a keowledge
cf God or any truc conception of the great
destiny ol man ; and we are told that cmeng
them are te be foued men of fine physique,
pesbessing noble traits of cbaracter, quick to
leare ced cager ta be taugbc.

Where missionaries are laboring among
thena, we are told meny ctaries cf tbcir
fldeiîy te the missionaries, cf their aptitude
ta understaed ced then impart ta ailiers
knowiedge received, of their bravery under
persecution. Tbritlîeg stories cf danger and
daring ; sari, sadt staries cf cruel suffering,
mutilation aed deathf borne bravely, rather
than deny Jesus, in whom tbey bave iearned
te trust. IlThe hope for Africa lies witb the
missienary."

Commerce bas its place, scietific: ex-
plorations bave their place, great undertak-
îegs such as raiiroads and telegrapb bines
bave their place, ced are c necessary part of
the wark te be done ; but none cf these
things, without tbe gospel, cati purify or
chevate tbe character of these heathen trabes
se Afri.za. Commerce, wihout the restraîn-
ieg ced reflniog influences of Christiaeîty, is
cpt ta iaeget an avericicus spirit ýa special
danger in Afra..a wbere avarice as already a
ruig passion), and is flot cenducive ta tbe
growtb e! a bîgh moral loe, or the cultiva-
Lion cf mn's fineut nature. But when cem-
meerce as tempe red by the gospel rules o! love
aed rsght dealing between man aed man, il
becomes a power, se fact is essentiel te
the permanent upbuîbdieg cf eny people.
Liingstone bas saîd ." No permanent ec-
vation cf a people cen be effected without
commerce." One of bis aim5 ever was te
open up casier means cf traffic with anteraor
Africa. We flnd that wherever commerce
lecds tbe way, the mîssiceery sona follows,
aed similerly wherever the missioeary gaies
an entrance, commerce is encouraged, ced
tbese two ever go band in band, ced if car-
rîed on se rIght bines mutually aid ecch
ailier. Sorry we are te tbiek that, even in
trading wîîh the natives cf Africa, men are
oftentîmes sa cager for gain tbat they for-
ges, or refuse te order their busiuess accord-
ing ta the principte laid clown ie the golden
raIe.

Sri.a would say that mnuch of the money
spent se opening up aed cvangciir.eg Africa
is maney tbrown cwcv, or moeey that
trîght bc better spent. 1 am flot abIe te
prenounce an tbat furtber than te say the
future clone cee show tbe f aliy or wîsdomn of
sncb ievestments.

To me it secms as if the tîme for open-
ing up Afrîca bcdl coame, aed ne buman
band cen stay khe marche!f pragrcss. Living-
stane spent bis life for Africa, ced bisten te
what be says . IlThe indirect benefits, wbich
te a casual obser-ver lie beeeath the surface
cnd are unapprecieble, in referece te the

prabably wide difhtîsion of Cbristianity et
saine future time, arc worth aih the rncy
aed labor expeaded on tbem." Livingstone
bcdt great hopes for Africa be expresses themn
ie these words, IlWhcn lc whe is higber
tban the higbesî accomplishes His purposes,
Africa will bc awonderful country, ced again,
semething lîke it was cf oId whee Zerah ced
Tirbakea fleurisbed ced were greet." Even
et the present, leaking nt it from a commer-
cial standpaint, wc cati sec it is ot cIl Icas.
Reports freont South Africo, fromt the Congo
ced Nyassaland tell ns that le rnany parts
trade is steadily iecrccsing. Absd Stanley
ced aitiers bave shcwed us thet there is
wcahth je its mines, ils foresîs ced its fertile
plains not yct explored. WVhat Is ta be in
the future we cao net sec. One tbing we do
know is that the cati ta the (ollawcrs cf
Christ is ta "lGo forward" Ilew, as the wav
opens up, tclling loecvery tribe aed nation
tht glad news a! a Saviaur, the only Seviaur
wbo can cheanse us from aur sins, purify our
hearts or seîisfy the longiegs cf tht saut.

(Ta be comtiaoued.)

AB2RAHJAMI THIE F.RIEND 0F GOD.

It it God's wcy te impute to us wbot Hte
dots for us ; aed ta rewerd us for wbet we
let Him do in us. God worlcs in us both ta
Mil aed ta do ; but, et the saine time, Hie
hobds that we work ont our ewe salvation.
And sn it was in tht bcginung ci His weys
MIL~ Abrabam. Gcd chose Abraham, cnd
called bina, ced bîesstd bîm. But et tht
saine uie, G3d clways bas made mach of
the fact that Abraham bcdi bc mind aed
tht heart te do what he did bath for Gad
aed for acl tht families cf tht carth. And
that immense venture a! fcith ced cf lave
on tht part cf Abraham, ta ccli it a venture,
wcs se original, so unheard cf, ced s0 full of
cl the greet qahities cf c godhy heert ced
a heaventy bite, that Abrahamn bas ever
since been ca4Ued, flot only the faither cf the
faithtul, but aise, the foremast and topmest
frieed cf God. Yen understaed, theu, ccd
wîbl take home the besson. Abraham bcdi
tht beart ta choose, aed ta prefer, aed te
venture for Gad, aed for tht will ced tht
cati of God, before everyîhieg tise in this
worlo. Abraham immediatly, unquestian.
iegly, checrfully, jaytully arase and wet
out ta do ced te be ail that Gad hid asked
him te do ced had promssed hum te bc'Till, as Butter bas it, God justified Abra.
bcm's teste, ced supparted bis canse, aed
cckowicdged and claimed bmm as His friend;
him, ced bis seed after hîm.

Abrahama withheld flot Isaac frem bis
Friend on oee cf tht mountains of Morich
aed a the saine country, two thousand
years atter.. God wcs flot te be outdoaz by
Abraham in the seci of His frieedship ta
Abraheam cnd te bis seed forever. But tht
hart mention cf that brings God, ced His
friendship ta us ced car frieedshîp te Him,
two thouseed miles earer us ced c thousand
miles mare possible ta us than Abrabanu's
ton splendid faith ced toe woederful love.
With aIl thet bas bee scid I bave difflculty
in believieg wbat bas bee scid. No , flot
exactly in btlicving il, but in wbcî wc catl
rechisieg il. For ail that wc have read aed
beard in Abrahcm's history,-thct aey
mortel mac shnnld be cbIe te befriend
Ahmight God, still remeins e very stertbing
thing te say about Ged. But flot about
Jesus Christ. 1 coutl bave hefrieeded Hini
myself. And 1 think, ney, 1 feed sure, 1
wonld have dont il tee. Multitudes of mec
aed womee who were as weak ced as evii
ced as unbelieving as wc arc, will bc
brcnght forward et tht lest day ta receive tht
thaeks of tht Father becatise they hefriend-
ed His frieedless Son. Tht women cf
Gelilce wba miniistered ta Him cf their
substance will be broaght forward ; Martwa
wlbl be brought forward, cnd tht womce eit
the wvell ; the owner cf tht css's colt, ced
tht bouseher te wbom beloeged tht ap-
per ron; Simon tht Cyrtnian cîso, wbo
belped Hina te carry His cross, tht soldier
also who gave Hlim soine af bis vinegar to
drink ; and Joseph cf Arimathea, ced

Nicorlemue, and the mvomen with their
spices, nnd the angel who roled away the
stone. 0 l-you start up and exclaim:
O 1 il my lot biad anly been cast in Galilee,
or in Sameria, or in Juden, cr in jerusalemn 1
O 1 yora cry, bow yen envy the men aed the
wonxen te whom the Father will say, Inas.
much as ve did it te Him ye did it te Me'1
But, as yau still cry that, John xv. and 13
rt-ines up inte my mind. Yots witl rememr.
ber it when I repeat it :"lYe are My friends
if ye do wbatsoever 1 command you.l' And
again :"Greater love bath no man tbas
this, that a man tay dcwn bis life for bis
friends."l And, again, in the seme kind:
" HenceforthlIcati yeunfot servants, but t
have called you frieeds.l" And then, te lis
Father, this : I Neither pray I fer these
alone, but tbem aisewbich shahl believe in
Me threugh their wcrd." Weil, then, we do
flot need, we have no temptation eow, te
challenge the widsom and tbe love that
cast our lo, two theusand years alter Christ;
as the saine wisdom -and love cast Abra.
bam's lot two tbotssand years before Christ.
Abrabam betieved the word cf the Lord in
his day ; aed il wc believe in aur day
through the word ef the disciples, then are
wie Abrabam's seed aed need envy neither
aur father or aey cf our brethren. Abra.
ham laid dlown bis fle and the fle cf Isaac
et the cai c! God. And Jesus Christ, Son
et God, and son cf Abraham, laid down 1fr
bife et the saine cati. But car cati, aur firsi
cati, is nat yet te lay dowe cur life, but to
take Him as our friend wbo bas laid clown
His lite for ours. Now, wbat do yen ail say to
that ? Are you bis friends on that footing?
A friend gives fuîl scope te bis friend's love
and goodness. Have von given Jesus
Christ full scope for His life cnd death for
yen ? Has tbis man laid dewc His life lor
yen ? He bas, if you have ever asked Hien
ta do it. He bas, if yen bave ever corne up
te His cross and said over Him, Hle gave
Himself bere for me. He bas, if yoe have
ever said, 1 lay my sin aed death on Jesus
Christ. Did it ever corne te tbis. terrible
pass with yen, Veur life or His ? And hoit
dîd flhat terrible pass end ? When was it I
Wbere was it ? How long ago, was it?
Wben did it take place lest ? Hes it taken
place ta-day ? J5 it every day takîeg placet
Then Von need envy neither Abraham noi
any other man. Your day is the bestof
days for vou. And yeu will he brougi:
forwcrd among the very first aed the very
best as a sinner whc bas adorned the
doctrines cf the deatb ef Christ, and cf île
beait e! Gad ta sînners, as scarce any ointsi
sinnez bas donc fromn Abraham's day te bc
day cf judgrnt. Does that arnazing Man
stili stand ofleriug me Hîs death for mc, aed
His living ced everîasting frîeedsbîp to
boot ? Dieu, tIbis moment; libes, in tina
bouse, and on the spot, 1 arn His lriend,
and He is my tràcend -Rev. Alezanda
W/zyle, D. D., in British Weekly.

Noah Brooks relates in thse Century the
foliowing incident cf Abraham Linconu
IlOn the 9th the Fsrst corps, commad
by Geerai Reynoîds, was reviewed by tt
presîdent on a heautitul plain at the norîhd
Potomac creek, about eight miles from
Heoker's becdquarters. We rode tbitberii
an ambuance over a rough corduroy road;
ced, as we passedt ever saine cf the mort
difficult portions of the îeltîng way, tte
ambulance-driver, whc sat vieil tn froga
ecccsionaliy let fly a volley et supressec
eatbs at bis wild teana cf six mLles. FiI)a!
ly Mr. Liecon, lecning forward, toucbed the
mac on tbe shouider, ced said: . Excsi
me, my frieed, are yen an Episcepaian'
The man, greatly startled, looked aroutý
and replied : 'No, Mr. President ; 1 amià
Metbodist.' 1 Wel,' seid Lincoln, Il
thougbt yen must be ae Episcopaliani, bt
cause you swear jast lîke Governor Seivarci,
whe is a churchwcrden.' Thse driver swosî
ne more."

Pbiladelphia 11resbyterian * Devo~
seuls in atl the ages siece Pcetecost ban
discereed the presence cf the Spirit in tde
churcbes which bave kept the Faitb, W.'
rejeiced in it as a personal testimoey fetheir cwn hecrts. But si there are sapa
that tbe aid truth is getting a new ho,'
upon the becnts cf the peeple, and securisi
a fresher and more vivid preseetation se tbe
precchieg cf tbe day, then we mcv be sun
ubat the "revival"' whscb manv anticp2s
with mach longsng aed maey prayers
God, is at band.


