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“ WORTH RAISING.

*'T was not worth raising,”—so the Captain
said :
My question was about an old mast-head,
That, stripped and bare, ‘'neath shadow of the
il
Rose up above the waters love and still.

An ancient beacon pole it seemed to be,
Now needless, left to mercy of the sea,
But, no ; it told of shipwreck yesss ago—
A gallant bartk Iay mouldesing there below.

This was at Holy Isle, by Arran’s shore ;

I heard the Captain’s words, and asked no more
For thought on fleetest wing fled far away

To other isle where other vessel lay.

The isle was Malta, where a hidden rock

The Sultan’s pride brought down with sudden
shock 3

Where watch and ward for Britain she had kept

The lordly iron-clad now death-like slept.

At was worth raising 3 and nor toil nor cost,

Lest floating fortress finally be lost,

Was giudged by natioo, touched in tender part,
Yet prompt of haod as stout of hope and heart.

Nor, freely spent, was labor spent in vain :

A few months pass, and lo | upon the main,
Upheaved, made new, no sign of mishap sore,
The Sultas moves majestic as before.

* Worth raising "—truth of cheer for men who
weep

O’er human wrecks, engulphed in lower deep

Of sin’s datk waters ; hearts that simply say

Than goodly vessel ** how much better " they !

Made in Gud's image, faintly yet we trace,
What in the basest, sin can ne’er efface,
The primal glory features, God’s great plan
More glorious still restores in every man

Of fallen race, though farthest fallen he,

In Christ a pew creation he may be ;

Christ-like we may behold him even here,

With perfect likeness ¢* when He shall appear.”

* Worth raising * yes, by more than vision
bright

Ot what may be ; He gives another light

For and with whom we toil the lost to save,

That never daunted be, but ever brave—

Gethsemane and Calvary alone

The worth of every soul makes fully knowa ;
Heaven's estimate be always mine § My love,
My sacrifice be like to that above !
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MISSION WORK IN AFRICA.—I,

BY J. R.

In turning over some volumes of Exeter
Hall Lectures I came across one entitled,
‘“Modern Geographical Researches in
Atrica.” The lectarer prefaced bis remarks
by saying : ‘* Comparatively little attention
has been bestowed upon Africa at ary time
and not much has been written respectiog it
during late years.” This sentence was ut-
tered forty years ago. What a cbange has
been wrought during these farty years' To-
day the attention of the whole civilized world
isdirected towards Africa, and much has
been written respecting it. The flag of every
Euopean nation now floats over some
portion of 1ts soil, and no change caa be
made, or new territory appropriated, with-
out much discassica and nivalry.  Railroads
and telegraph lines are being coastrucied,
and steam-boats ply on all the larger rivers
and lakes; rivers and lakes whick were
scarcely kanowa to any forty years ago.

A qaestion rises before us, as we read of
these things in the news of the day. It is
this, European goveroments show such
eagerness to acquire possessions on this
continent ; financiers are ready to risk mil-
hons of dollars in opening up its mines, and
building railroads and telegraph lhncs;
scientists travel over it for the sake of gain-
10g new information in the differeat branches
of scienufic koowledge ; traders go to all
parts for barter and gain; the soldiers of
our Queen as weil as of other countries face
the hardships of forced marches into its in
terior to do battle for their country. Are we
the followers of the Lord Jesus, just as eager,
just as courageous in advancing with the
banoer of the cross, carrying, to the be.
nighted peopie who inhabit that land, the
glad message ofthe gospel? We are glad
to say encouragipg answers can be given to
this question ; though there are no doubt
many of the professed followers of Christ,
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who are not yet fully awakened to the im-
portance of this work, yet the missionary
spirit is spreadiog, and much earnestoess
and zeal are being manifested. The last ac-
count I have met with, in regard to the work
in Africa, as a whole, states, that “already
40 missionary societies, 700 foreign mission-
aries and 7,000 native preachers are laboring
for the evangelization of Africa, and about
1,000 000 of her children are under the in-
fluence of the gospel.,”” The population of
Africa is estimated at 200,000 000 ; Stavoley
places it at 250,c00,000.

This populatiou is small, compared with
Asia, or indeed with any of the other con-
tinents, in proportion to their area. Reasons
foc this are no doubt found in the cruel cus-
toms which have prevailed therefor centuries,
and the constant peity warfare waged
between different tribes. The custom of
burying the living with the dead, as many as
500 or 1,000 at one time, the practise of in-
fanticide, and the punishing of every crime
great or small by death, the system of trial
by ordeal in which poison was used causing
the death of bundreds of innocent persons.
Add to these the slave trade which has dur-
jog this last century greatly thinned the po-
pulation. But there are still many millions,
the majority of whom, are given over to
superstition, without any of the refining in-
fluences of civilization, without a knowledge
of God or any true conception of the great
destiny of man ; and we are told that among
them are to be found men of fine physique,
possessing noble traits of character, quick to
learn and eager to be taught.

Where missionaries are laboring among
them, we are told many stories of their
fidelity to the missionaries, of their aptitude
to understand and then impart to others
koowledge received, of their bravery under
persecution. Thrilling stories of danger and
daring ; sad, sad stories of cruel suffering,
mutilation and death borne bravely, rather
than deny Jesus, in whom they have iearned
totrust. ‘* The hope tor Africa lies with the
missionary."”

Commerce has its place, scientific ex-
plorations have their place, great undertak-
1ngs such as railroads and telegraph lines
have their place, and are a necessary part of
the work to be done; but none of these
things, without the gospel, can punfy or
elevate the character of these heathen tribes
10 Africa.  Commerce, without the restrain-
ing and refining influences of Christianity, is
apt to beget an avaricious spirit {a special
danger 1o Africa where avarice is already a
ruhng passion), and 1s not conducive to the
growth of a high moral tone, or the cultiva-
tion of man’s finest nature, Bat when com-
merce is tempe red by the gospel rules of love
and nght dealing between man and man, it
becomes a power, in fact is assential to
the permanent upbuilding of any people.
Livingstone has said : ** No permanent ele-
vation of a people can be effected without
commerce.” Oae of his aims ever was to
open up easier meaos of traffic with internior
Africa. We find that wherever commerce
leads the way, the missiopary soon follows,
and similarly wherever the missionary gains
an eatrance, commerce is encouraged, and
these two ever go hand 1n hand, and i car-
ried onin might hines mutually aid each
other, Sorry we are to think that, even in
trading with the patives of Africa, men are
oftentimes so eager for gain that they for-
get, or refuse to order their busiuess accord-
10g to the priociple laid dowa 1a the golden
rule. -

Soinic would say that much of the money
spent 1o openiog up aond evaogelizng Afnica
1s money throwsn away, or money that
might be better speat. I am not able to
pronounce on that further than to say the
future alone caa show the {olly or wisdom of
such investments.

To me it seems as if the time for open-
ing up Afnica had come, and no human
baod can stay the march of progress. Living-
stone spent his life for Africa, and listen to
what he says . ** Theindirect benefits, which
to a casual observer lie beneath (he surface
and are unappreciable, in reference to the
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probably wide diftusion of Christianity at
some futare time, are worth all the money
and labor expeuded on them.” Livingstone
had great hopes for Africa he expresses them
in these words, * When He who is higher
than the highest accomplishes His purposes,
Africa will be a wonderful country, and again,
something like it was of old when Zerah and
Tirhaka flourished and were great.,” Even
at the present, looking at it {rom a commer-
ctal standpoint, we can see it is not all loss.
Reports from South Africa, from the Congo
and Nyassaland tell us that in many parts
trade is steadily increasing. And Stanley
and others have showed us that there is
wealth in its mines, its forests andits fertile
plains not yet explored. What isto bein
the future we can not see. Oae thing we do
know is that the call to the followers of
Christ is to *“ Go forward " now, as the way
opeans up, telling to every tribe and nation
the glad news of a Saviour, the only Saviour
who can cleanse us from our sios, purify our
hearts or satisfy the longings of the soul.

(To be continued.)

ABRAHAM THE FRIEND OF GOD.

It 13 God’s way to impute tous what He
does for us ; andto reward us for what we
let Himdo in us. God wotks in us both to
will and to do ; but, at the same time, He
holds that we work out our own salvation.
And so it was in the beginning ot His ways
with Abraham. God chose Abraham, and
called him, and blessed him. But at the
same time, Gad always has made much of
the fact that Abrabam had ihe mind and
the heart to do what he did both for God
and for all the families of the earth. And
that immense venture of faith aud of love
on the part of Abraham, to call it a venture,
was so original, so unheard of, and so full of
all the great qualities of a godly heart and
a heavenly life, that Abraham has ever
since been called, not only the father of the
faithfut, but also the foremost and topmost
friend of God. You understand, then, and
will take home the lesson. Abraham had
the heart to choose, and to prefer, and to
venture for God, and for the will and the
call of God, befcre everything else in this
worla. Abraham immediately, unquestion-
ingly, cheerfully, joyfully arose and weng
out to do and to be all that God had asked
bim to do and had promised him to be,
Thll, as Butler has it, God justifed Abra.
ham's taste, and supported his cause, and
ackowiedyed aad claimed him as His friead;
him, aod his seed after him.

Abraham withheld not Isaac from his
Friend on one of the mountains of Moriah ;
and :0 the same couotry, two thousand
years after, God was not to be outdoas by
Abrabam in the seai of His friendship to
Abrabam and to his seed forever. But the
bare mention of that brings God, and His
friendship to us and our friendship to Him,
two thousand miles nearer us and a thousand
miles more possible to us than Abraham’s
too splendid faith and too wonderfullove,
With all that has been said I have difficalty
in believing what has been said. No, not
exactly in believing it, but ia what we call
realising it. For all that we have read and
heard in Abraham’s history,—that any
mortal man should be able to befriend
Almight God, still remains a very startling
thing to say about God. But not about
Jesus Christ. I could have befriended Him
myself. Aund I think, nay, I feel sure, I
would have done it too. Maultitudes of men
and women who were as weak and as evil
and as unbelieving as we are, will be
brought forward at the last day to receive the
thanks of the Father because they befriend-
ed His friendless Son. The women of
Galilee who ministered to Him of their
substance will be brought forward ; Martha
will be brought forward, and the woman at
the well ; the owner of the ass’s colt, and
the househalder to whom belonged the up-
per room ; Simon the Cyrenian also, who
helped Him to carry His cross, the soldier
also who gave Him some of his vinegar to
drink ; and Joseph of Arimathea, and
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Nicodemus, and the women with their F
spices, and the angel whorolled away the
stone. Ol—you start up and exclaim:
O lit my lot had only been castin Galilee,
or in Samaria, or in Judea, orin Jerusalem!
O | you cry, how you envy the men and the
women to whom the Father will say, Inas.
much as ye did it to Him ye did it to Me!
But, asyou still cry that, John xv. and 13
coines up into my mind.  You will remen.
oer it when I repeatit : ** Yeare My friends
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” And §
again : ‘“Greater love hath no man than |
this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” And, again, in the samekind:
** Henceforth I call you not servants, but}
have called you friends.” Aud then, to His §
Father, this : ** Neither pray Ifor these

alone, but them also which shall believe in |
Me through their word.” Well, then, wedo
not neced, we have no temptation now, to
challenge the widsom and the love tha §
cast our lo¢ two thousand years after Christ;
as the same wisdom -and love cast Abra.
ham's lot two thousand years before Christ.
Abraham believed the word of the Lord i §
his day; and if we believe in our day B
through the word of the disciples, thea are §
we Abrabam's seed and need eavy neither
our father oi any of our brethren. Abrna

ham laid down his life and the [ife of Isaac
at the call of God. And Jesus Christ, Son
ot God, and son of Abraham, laid down H
life at the same call. Butour call, our first
call, is not yet to lay down our life, but to ]
take Him as our friend who has laid dowo J§
His lite for ours. Now, whatdo you all say o 8
that ? Are you his friends on that footing? &8
A friend gives full scope to his friend’s love $§
and goodness. Have you given Jesus g
Christ full scope for His life and death for |8
you? Has this manlaid down His life fo; B
you ? He has, if you have ever asked Him
todoit, He has, if you have ever comeup 8
to His cross and said over Him, He gave §8
Himself here for me. He has, if you have i
ever said, T lay my sin and death on Jesus 8§
Christ. Did it ever come to this terrible
pass with you, your life or His? Aad hor J8§
did that terriblepassend ? When wasit?
Where was it? How loag ago was it? g
When did it take place last ? Has it takes |
place to-day ? Isit every day taking placei g
Then you need envy neither Abraham nor 8
any other man. Your day is the bestof
days for you. And you will bz brough
forward among the very first and the very i
best as a sinner who has adorned the
doctrines of the death of Christ, and of the |
heart of God to sinoers, as scarce any ouser
sinner has done from Abraham’s day to :be |
day of judgment. Does that amazing Ma: {§
still stand offeriug me His death tor me, acd i
His hving and everlasting friendsbip to
boot ? Thec, this momen:; then, 0 1}
house, andon the spot, Tam His friend,

and He is my iricad —Rev. Alexand: |l
Whyte, D.D., in Britisk Weekly.

Noah Brooks relates in the Century e
following incideat of Abraham Lincols:jl
*QOa the gth the First corps, commaunde! PR
by Genera: Reynoids, was reviewed by : B
presideat on a beautiful plain at the norih |
Potomac creek, about eight miles fronj
Hooker's headquarters. We rode thitheri: 3
an ambulance over a rough corduroy road;
and, as we passed over some of the morj
difficult portions of the jolting way, thjgR
ambulance-driver, who sat well in froaj§
occasionally let fly a volley of sopresscia
oaths at his wild team of six mules. Fio>' i
1y Mr. Lincon, leaning forward, touched ik
man on the shoulder, and said: *Excoe$i
me, my friend, are you an Episcopalian. §8
The manb, greatly startled, looked arou:!jE8
and replied: ‘No, Mr. President ; § am:ifj§
Methodist.”  *Well,’ said Lincoln, ‘If§
thought you must be an Episcopalian, bl
cause you swear jast hike Governor Sewari, 38
who is a churchwarden.” The driver swon
no more.”

Philadelphia  Dresbyterian:  Devorjill

souls in all the ages since Pentecost hanf
discerned the presence of the Spirit io tij
churches which have kept the Faith, acijg
rejoiced 1 it as 3 personal testimony fxjl
their own hearts. But if there are sigu})
that the old truth is getting a new heij
upon the hearts of the people, and securit§
a fresher and more vivid presentation 1n tjE
preaching of the day, then we may be sur
that the “revival " which many anticipa: iR
with much longing and many prayers 1
God, is at hand.



