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Professor Young in recommcading a book
ta his class-the book was on churcli gavera.
ment il we rightly remember-said t %vas
writtcn by ai number of Irish ministers and
was onc of triose " triumpbant " controversial
books such as Irishmen alcne cati writc.
lrishmn do sometimes write controversial
books in a triumphant style, but tbcy are
not the nnly men who can i witc ini that way,
Joseph Parker cati do t. The Fleming H.
Reveil Comnpany have just publishcd a nev
book by the great London preacher, the titie
of which is «INone Like lt-a Plea for thc Old
Sword." On evcrv page of thc rwo bundrcd
and seventy the author brings dowa thce<'Ilod
sword " on sanie of the higher critics in a style
that might well challenge the admiration
of the mast accomplished Irish gladiator.
The book shows Parker at bis best and Josephi
Parker at his best is gond enough reading
for anybody.

We have met ministers who said they coutid
not rcad Parker. We shah nt say these
brethrea wcre indulgln? La a little priggish
clerical affectation. Perbaps nature cnnstruct-
cd thein with a dislike for Parker. We would
be very sorry ta throw avy such responsibility
on nature, but nature does some abtiormal
things and there is a remnote possibility that
nature may have buiît sanie mea La sucb
a way that they cannt rcad Ecce Deus or
adcerutr, or the City Temple, or the Peo-
ple's Bbl,or thc IlPlea for the Old Sword."
We have heard a number of ministers, and
among thcm ane preacher cf continental
reputation, declare that tbey could tnt read
Spurgeon's scamns. A Calvinistic preacher
who dnes tnt read Spurgeons sermons for their
tone, for their spirit, fur their unrivailed power
of direct addtess,raust have peculiar ideasbut
of course some mea bave ideas cf that kînd.
We bave heard of lterary mea who could
tnt read Paradise Lost and have known sev-
eral peope tnt specially ignoranit that could
sec no sort cf sense La Skakcspeare. It is
sadta thiak that there are men Ln this world
wbo do tnt admire Macaulay. We could for-
give a mati for individuality Ln spelling, for
tnt putting sucli words as Il otly I and Ilat
least Ilantheir proper places, for tnt keeping
up a proper conntection between pronouns

*and their antecedents, for being shaky La the
use of sbail and wili, but t goes bard with
this coxtributor ta forgive a mati for flot ad-
niiriag Mlacaulay. We admire any wrter
that lias a style of bis owzi and urless sterti

Yduty calis for the sacrifice, wc neyer read
a book that aay fairly educated mat inLaa
tbousand nigbt have written. Parker lbas
a sty1lyou may cal Lt Parkerisit if you choose,
but ail the saine t is a style with well marked

-characteristics, a style that tic one cati suc-
cessfully Lmitate, a style that displays in-

*tease individuality, a style the study c! wbicb
would do gond work ini the way of breakiag
u p what Principal Wilis used ta, denounce as
Il ptlpit scpnriflc." This new book, as already
stated, is Parker at bis best. The condensed
sentences, the brilliant suggestive flashes, the
irony, the humour, thc sparkle, the egotism,
some critics would say, are there. Pervading
aUii there is the authcr's intense love for the

*Word cf God, a love that shines out La al
the bocks Joseph Parker lias written, but La
none with a steadier or clearer lustre than La
titis Ilplea for the old sword."

We intetided ta make a few quotations
bt id a selection impossible. Anywhere

yen turti one thing is about as gond as au '-
otiier. There is a piece of very effective work
at tht close cf the first chapter. After urgiag
thse destructive critics ta Ildig deeply and
speak fcarlessly," the author suggests tbe

Yreconstruction of Ilthe cation La the ligbt cf
._resent day knowledgel" and ceaxes the
* crTitics ta take op the work. If the present
13~ible is fulcf errors, lie Secs ne reasea wliy
these wbo are sa, mucli exercised about the

;-aleged errors, shouid tnt give us a revised
,carion with the errors leit eut. Is there any
treàsoti? Is onet Parkers request perfectly fait
and reasonabie Weil dees Joseph Parker
know that the destructives wail uever venture

on aay sucb wcrk and that if tbeY did n
two cf them wculd agrec upon the materlal
for the ncw canocn.

Tht attempts inndy by preachets and other
gond people ta please thetIldear aad sensitive
infidel"' before whcax they stand 1- ia white-
faced awe," arce ell handlcd, and so are tht
exSu-s made by those who say thcy would
become Christians and take the communion
Lf certain allegcd discrepancies La the Bible
were cleared. Dr. Parker docs tnt believe
tbcy would de aaythiag cf the kitid. la
a chapter styled Il'notes and cammncts" lie
goes alter ancet two cf bis clerical neigli
bouts of the extreme school cf Higlier Criticiîni
La a style that is quite exhilarating tn the rea-
der but must have made the ncighbours
wiace more than a little. The chapter ad-
dressed te pastcrs and writea frcm the stand.
point cf a preacher La actual service is wortb
many times the cost of the wlicle bock.

MEANS 0F GRA CE.

DY J. A. P. DICK80Nf B.D., Pif.D.

Ia the cbarming atid tender little brochure
by Miss E. T. McLaren onaIlDr. Jehn Brcwa
(the author cf 'Rab and bis Friends') and His
Sister Isabella," we receive a very distinct im.
pressioa cf what the genial bumorist and the
thoughtful prcse-pnet was at home among his
friends. We are Ldebted ta Miss McLaren
for the faithfulness cf lier touches in these
lovcly sketches. We always waat ta kaow a
little more cf the personal histcry cf cur favor-
ite autbors, and Miss McLaren bas La a mesa
satisfactory way donc alias ia reference ta the
auther cf"I Rab." She introduces us to their
iatimacy and tells us cf the pleasure she hadl
La gettîag a drive ini his carniage, and La course
cames this note, whicli ives us aur text for this
paper : IlMany ycars after, whea cne day lie
spoke et draving with hLm as if t were only a
dulI thLng ta do, I toid hLm that wliea he
asked me 1 always came most gladly, atid that
1 iookcd tpon ia as a <means ci grace.'He
smîled, but shook bis head rather sadly, and 1
was afraid 1 had venaurcd ton far. He did
not refer ta t agnin, but weeks alter lie came
up ta me La the diaaag on at Rutlaad street,
and without one itrductory remark said,
1'Means cf grace to-morrow at baîf past awo.'
And means cf grace t was then and lways."
Ia could tnt be cthcrwise. To sit by tbe side
of a mati se kitid, so truc, so thoughtful, su
observant, se Christian, and bc ahrilled by bis
talk, atid shot trougli with the briglit an-
rows cf bis thought, and uplifaed by lis quick-
eaing and influential preseoce, could not but
be a means cf grace of the mosa comprebeu-
sive and efficient kind.

Our fathers were weaata limit the phrase
'meaus of grace' ta the ardinances cf Ged's
bouse. They looked upon thern as being
1the Word, sacramnts and prayer. And, tio
doulit, these arc tbe prnicpal means, but
God's quiver lias La it manv an arrow besade
these. No one, howcver, will dare to say abat
these, wliatever they may be, are tnt edged,
cr fashiont-d, or clotbed witb encrgy, La cne
way or another, by the principal means. Any
nature is refined, cr incrcased in its magnetic
mass, or endued witli new affiaities, or filled
witb a richer and mcre godlike love by these.
The principal means undelie and give value
ta ail ther means. Blut we do curselves an
injury if we close our cyts toalal other means
excepa thJ'principal means. Thectber meas
cf grace are not infrecraenaly the mosa effec-
tive. And tliey are abat, jusa because they
help mea wherc they need t most, and so np-
precinte t most.

In cur Lerd's tme the fceding cf the hum-
gry, the healing cf the sick, the blessing cf
little children, the kindly sympntbetic word,
werc aIl means cf grace. And so t is to*day.
The manifestation cf the Christianaspirit iLt
the most ordinary and bcmely way is a meaus
of grace. Hetice, no gond mani need put on
bis Sunday coat, cm go out cf bis wny La thes
least, or aura aside frcm bis crdinary avocation 2
ta be a means cf grace ta, somt one. Indeed,1
God bas strewed Has peeple nmong their fel-s
lows, as Ht bas set the stars in the sky, ta dis-v
cover Has glcrv La the depalis cf the darkties.
And He bas laid upon theni abus injunctian,
abat needs n Lterpretative clause tc make tr
plain. -Let yout liglt 5 shine belere mena,
abat tbey may sec your gond %vark.3, and v

glcrify your Father wbich is La heaven." The
liglia that 19 La a man nust shine eut. The
peace that is in hlmm ust pour tbrough i hm.
The loy' of bis heatt wili illumine bis face.
The confidence cf bis seul will give elasticity
and fimniess ta bis stcp. Ail that goes ta
make up the mass cf bis characten will bc
recogaited and fela,

As gas cannat becanfined in a skia, nnd ns
water may bc pressed evea through gnld, and
air sweeps ilirougli the densest rock, se
whnt is in a mati will discoven Lsel£If.t wili
shine or darkcn Lu bis cyes, set its mark upan
the face, make itsehf felt La tht grnsp cf the
band, teuch with its magaetic power the tones
cf the voice. Wht isiLa amat-what a mati
is, cannt be bLd. A Chinese coavert who
reccntly died had abus said of im . IlThere
is no différence between hinad the book."
David Sandemnu, a devoted Christian and
afierwards a zealous missioaary La China, wns
efaca revolving this question La his mind:
IlWhy have .1nt a wlk witli Gcd as close
as McCheyne's ?' revealing ta us the wcnder-
fuI influence McCheyne had. Dr. ras. Hamil-
ton, cf London, speaking cf this samne David
Sandeman, says : Ila wnws gcad ta be in bis
company. His brightit Ltent atid holy wlk
wns quickening te any fellow traveltr who
received evea tht shcrtest convoy."

This world is se truly Gnd's world, and Re
so lovingly works La t, and through t, in al
its vaious debartmeaas, tbat it wculd be very
bard for us ta excînde anything, er any act,
fnom the possibility cf being used as a means
cf grace. Ail things work tegether La tht
mest subtle and surprLziag way ta bring about
higli spiritual ends. A stnile bas drawn a
whole family to follow a ninister ta churcli.
A kind act bias meltedl a bard beart and given
indubitable evidence cf a truc Cliristian faitb.
A simple business honestv bas illustnnted tht

eality cf a gcdly profession. It was the title
cf a book, "Emmanuel, God Witb Us," sean
by the late Adolph Saphir, D.D., Ln a book-
seller's wîndow, that took bold cf bis mind,
and puzzled hiii se that lie set about enquit-
ing wbnt t meant, and eventuatcd La bis cati-
version. That itie was a menas cf grace
ta hLm. Ia was tht prayer cf a little boy for
bis nother, nccidentally overbeard by ber,
that nwakened ber te deep cancers about ber
eternal- weifare, and led bier ta go ta Mr.
Meody te receive instructions as ta the way cf
life. We are told that when Dr. Chalmers
was at tht very zenith cf bis populnrity, lie
was walkiag home ont eveniog witb a fritnd,
whe tuld him cf a persan wbo liad been cati-
verted tbrougb tht Lstrumetality cf a sermoni
which lie bad preached. Inmediately the
teardrep glittered La tht gond man's eye, and
bis vice falaered as lie snid, IlThat is the best
news 1 bave beard for long. 1 was begianing
ta thiak that I had mistakea tht itndings cf
Providence La camiag ta your city ; but this
wll kcep me up."

That little bit cf information was anteans
cf grace te thetrtuly great mati, andta donha
would put new energv inta bis grand gospel
declarations.

A plensantt td cf recognition on the street
bas kept alive faial inL godlititss Lu many a
desponding seul, which wns beginniag ta sny
ta LscIf, "lNo mati careali for me." A wnmmn
liand-grasp bas had tht sanie effect as t bas
intinated in the quietest and most unolitru-
sive wny tht truc brtberhnod of ahI God's
cbiîdrea. Il'Means cf grace 1 " wliy, every-
thing may lieconie means cf grace ta
mca, if the sweea, gracicus, beaigu Spiria cf
Jesus caly contraI our liearts and place its
stanip on our mature.

A gentleman cf some standing in bis con-
muuity, had beeti seriously impressed by tht
searching preadhing cf Dr. Nettletol, the well-
known American Evangelist, and after baving
a private interview with hLm snid, "lDr. Net-
tleton, 1 will thank yan tnt te speak cf my
case ta any ont, for t is doubtful whaa tht
restait may lie." Il I quite agrea mith ynu,"
said Dr. Nettîcton, "abtat t is best vour case
râhould not bce kaawn ; and 1 engage ta
keep it entirely ta myscîf ; and if ynu do tht
saine t will net be kaown. la is as ycu say,
very doulittul liew the case will tura eut. You
nay give up tht subjecta nd loe your souL"i
This was a bow drawn at a venture. And t
wâs effective ; a neans cf grace indced. The
mati was sona so dtcply disrcssed abat lie
cared not abcugh ail tht werld kncwit, and
very sûan lhe fouad peace an belacviiig.

No aca, word, or marner, shall bc veid cf
the heavealy lavestiture of lîglit, if we use tht
prayer a 'f tht hahy George Herbert :

"Tench me, my Gad ana iXlng,
la al thaugs Tiiet ta sec,

And wbnt I do in anayhiag,
Ta do it as for Thec."

iVtitten for Talc CANADA PltxsaVTIKuAN.

JOHN RVSKIN, SCOFFER.

Br W. Hl. M.

la was witb deep regret that 1 rend, La tht
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN cf Feli. 7th, a
quotation from, Coliniwood's biography of
Ruskin, acconpanied by n camnent, not
justifled even by tht nislcnding extrct,which
is calculaaed ta give a very wrong impressioti
cancering the life and wcrk ,f that renark.
able mn,atid abus deterto hein grea loss many
religions persans frai reading liii. Tht cein-
mnt was mot justified, because t is net stated
that Ruskin sccffed at Christ, but abat ho
see9ied ta scof at tht evangelkcal creed-a
veny'different tbing. Christ lias nat La abus
century lad a more faithful and revereot serv-
ant than Johin Ruskin. Frai tht time, wben
a boy cf three, lie preacbed ta the assembled
household bis short sermon, «'People,be gcnd,"
La bas been tht occupation of bis litan ndvnnce
the RLar-dom of Gad an this enrali. Na mati
bas preached a loftien or balLer ideal, cm kepa
closer to the Bible text, and n mati bas mort
consistently ived up ta tht ideal lie preacbed.
Wbetber bce wmte on art, poliical ecenony,
an religion, the Bible was tht coafessed foum.
dationacf al lie said ; and for practical obed-
icace ta Ls precepas lie, ahreughoua bis whole
lite, pltnded. And abus is tht very reasan
why lie is nt, except to a small circle (and
excepa La a gentral stase), a leader La mnd-
crui life. For eligieus fervour, fer passionate
and authoritative proclamation ef tht Riglit,
and sterti and fearless condemnation cf the
Wmcng, we have ta go te tht pages cf Hebrew
propbecy,or tan Paul for a vic likeJochu Rus-
kia's. Atid ta many cf us wbe have nlot ceaseci
ta believe abat iLis tht anspiration cf the At-
mighty abat not only bath given, but doali
give us undcrs tanding, His vaice is nuthanita-
tive in these tumes, anad te be disobeyed at
oun peril. But nankiad ever lias prefcrmed ta
hiuila the toîlis an&' garnish tht sepulclires
cf the dead prophets alien than listen te
and obey tht living anes, who camte not te
desarcy but te fulfil wbat was spoken by them
cf aid tint. Th at John Ruskia endeavared
met ta destroy, but ta fulfil what Christians
hald sacred, 1 hope ta nake abundantly nani-
test.

Certanaly, tht vie-a suggestèd by tht coin-
mnt referred te is tnt the ont curreat La tht
Englisb religions wold ; for tht follewitig
appreciative words, La coanection with tht
baagrnphy, npptared lately La abat widely.ia-
formmd and fiat spirited journal, tht British
WeekZy: <'H1is pure nnd genercus natureLis seen
La bis lite, eveti more alan La bis book& . .

.. On deeper cousidemation we nay set
abat the carter which, looked at fren this
side, seens nasa tmngic and broken, may fri
tht othen lbe seen as victarLous and compîeta."
1 nav speak with surie authcnity as tan Mr.
Ruskin's religions position ; for 1 bave beeo
cantinuausly fer fve cr six years a s tudept tof
bis works (duing which tint I hnve eveent-
ly ccpied mnny cf bis pages inac a certain
monkisb bnak I keep, wishitig they miglit bc
letters cf gald). 1 have alsa rend Coîling-
wciod's biogaphy.

But let Ruskin speak for hinstîf. 1 quote
nimasa at ratdon fri différent works wrtten
nter lie lad been delivered frai tht narrew
creed cf bis earlv manahod, La whichbc bl
been zealously cducattd. Tht incident reter.
mcd to accurred La i8z8y.(r867, age 48)-
<There is) Ilan iaflnitely wist and kind Fah-
or above al cf then and us, if we can but fiad
Otan way te HLm, and nsk Him ta taire us
fan servants, and put us ta auy wnrk ýHt will,,
sa abat we namy neyer leave Hiîmare."
<Tint and Tide).

'1876, agt 5)-'Sny ta yourselves evemy
mornLaxg justa ater ynur prayers: 1'Wbcso
forsakeali flt ail that lie bath, cannt be
tny disciple.' Tînt is exactly and corapletely
truc ; meaning abat yen are ta give ail yon
bave ta Christ te take cane cf fot y0n, o.nd
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