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HAPPY New Year to every reader of THE
CANADA PRESBVTERIAN. Eighteen years

,havecorne and gone since the jou 'rnal ¶1 fsf'. entered
the homes of many of our readers. 'To nofr a few
recently put on our list we are comparative strangers.
To all-oldfrienids and new f riends alike-we wish the
compliments of the season, and hope that 1890 may
in every respect be the best year they ever sawv.

W 17E have looked into the speeches of a goodly
VVnumber of municipal men Who are re-tiring

with a view to finding out the incipal causes that
lead themn to decline further lic service. One
cause assigned by many is t use he aped upon
themn by many of the peop~ serye. Making
all due allowance for the f that owe sensitive
peÈ cotsider fair criticismn abuse, we must conclude
that each year many good men refuse to serve their
fellow-citi zens mainly because some of thei rfello,.v-citi-
zens consider that one of the rights of a free man
is to siander everybody who gives tirne and labour
to the public service. This is a humiliating fact,

ý ut. àt is a fact ail the saine. Newspapers that make
ahabit of throwing dirt at everv public mari they do

hlot like are largely to blame. Free speech is a great
blessing, but it can 2asily bc made a great curse.
Freedomn of the press is a pricelcss boon, but a newvs-
paper may easily become a greater nuisance than a
open sewer. The best things are the unost e
abused, and become the worst when they are abu 7

r %3 4 scussion on Revision is bringing out
nbetraits of character in sorne of the min-

isters and eiders of the American Church. The
positioq taken by a goodly numnber of excellent men

nt~\&~ed in this way: " Whilst admitting cer-
tai ,ntýi\s of expression in the Confession, andwhîst webeive that more prominence slbuild be
given to the love of God as manifested ùu .%hrist,
stili we are satisfied with the book as aw4frand
wôuld rather flot have it revised. If, howevei, a de-
ci<ýed, majority of our brethren desire Revision,

w r.ready to give whatever aid wean to
ýethe work effectively." That is a noble

spirit. Any kind of a creature can against
what he does flot want done, but it tak , n with
sense in his head and love ini his heartan4race in
bis soul, to bow to the decision of tie'6ma -ority in

t~s;n which the majority must fuie, 'and say,
h ' is flot my way, but if the majority decides in

\t1atway I shail not be an obstructionist." It is just
d such cases that the différence between a loyal
Christiàn and an obstinate obstructionist always
cornes out.

S>EFERRING to the very moderate changes re-
iN.commended by the report of the Revision

Committee of the Presbytery of New York, Dr. John
Hall said:

He would like to have it reach the daii.y newspapers and
the organs of other religious denominatiôns, so that they
might have their minds rex of any impression that the
Presbytery meant te aban e old systemn of doctrine of

of our mistakes'can be recalled- and;. rectified ; neg-
lected opportunities ax~e gope fc e le Î For us the
past year hike ail. itsnp)ýdeépss$s lis just what we
have made of it. It is A. finiéhed 1chapter of indîvi-
dual biography as wehl as a completed section in that
ihli mitable evolution of the divine purpose that ad-
vances without pause and without deviation through
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T WO or three weeks ago one of our contributors
drew a picture of a returning officer running

about the streets trying to find an elector to second
the nomination of a school trustee. No doubt such
cases have too frequenthy occurred, but we have
heard of a worse one. In a town not .,a hundred
miles from Toronto, a town noted aliýç for the
beauty of its situation and the enterprisepf its peo-
ple, the returning officer went at the appQ'inted hour
to the place of n9mination. No person appeared to
make nominations during the time specified by
statute, and the officiai, instead uf running abotut the
ward in search of electors, quietiy gathered up his
books and went home. There was no election. It
was flot in this way that Free Schools were ob-
tained for the children of Ontario. The best men
of the hast generation had to fight a bard battie to
bring an education within the reach of every chihd in
the Province. Somne of their sons do not take in-
terest enough in the matter to elect trustees to work
the system. Tbe town alluded to is neither better
nor worse than dozens of others, but it affords a
striking illustration of the easy way in wbich peo-
ple deai with wbat costs them little. Do the peo-
pie of this Province know what their scbools and
churches are wortb to the country ? A good manv'
of them don't seem to think anything about it.

T HE fact that the twefth juror-the man who
held out for three days and saved the'alleged

murderers of Dr. Cronin from the galiows-is an
effusively religious man bas caused no small amount
of discussion. 0f course it was to be expected that
the enemies of religion would lhlarne religion for the
supposed failure of justice. Religion is a-,lways sad-
dled with the inconsistencies df its professors and
the fact that this juror read his ýi1ile every evenin-
in tbe jury room is made the mosa of. The Initeriqr,
bowever, bhas a theory which, thNugh not byany
means new, affords ample food for refiection., Our
con temporary dechares that reiigious fanaticismn
always indîcates defective moral sense:

The rule in humnan nature is that religious fanaticism in-
dicates defective moral sense. This lack of moral perception
ina such cases is in ail degrees from slight aberration to total
moral blindness. The most unconscilpable liar and rascal
out ot prison whom we ever k J% man of effusive

Spiety. He was regarded as a re.aI6ouÇr k, and as a hypo-
crite and his immorality was chargt-d' the discredit
of religion. We do flot think he was a ypocrite. He
evidently regarded himself as a truly good man. 1-e
was only one of numerous cases of the occupancy by ex-
treme religiousness of the vacuum caused by the absence of
a moral nature. No shrewd observer of character will trust
a clamorous religious'agêic. This is the result oE experi-
ence. Th e neip.& s n indiscriminating mind, or
one that is hostileý t i 1, ds in such cases excuses for
irreligion, or for tIy o risti anity. Such ch-tracters
are bemoaned by 1o as graces to religion. They
do not understand Tbf r igo moral opposite extremes
may meet ini the same character.

.An.-illustration of the truth of the foregoing may
cQbbe seen at so-cahied revivals of a certain kind.

d often does it happen that the rruost noisy, fussy
and ffusive workers at such meetings are men in
whose integrity or purity, or both, the people of
the neighbourhood bave flot ýhe slightest confidence.
To such an extent bas tbhis.scandai gone that a re-

speced initer r~sghLthe rÇatter Up at a religious
conference held not long ago in Toronto and in-
sisted that men allowed to take part in such mîeet-
ings sbould be men of reputýble character. It is
difficuit to imagine a sureror %wifter way -of bring-
ing religion into utter.contempt in the estimation of
honest men who are flot Christians, than to bave a
lot of noisy, characterless, and perhaps unçleaýn
scamps fussing around a so-called revivai meeting.

blessed message with its transform-ing power. T o
many, Over-wearied with the presence of life's bur-
dens, it bas brought renewed heart and hope ; to the
sick and bereaved it bas ministered consolation such
as no other voice could speak. It has carefully
warned against the snares and the perils of this
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the ages. There is another sense in which the lapsed
year may still be profitable in a measure. Reflec-
tion on what we have done and on what we have left
undone may lead to a wise improvement of the un-
certain time yet allotted us. What in the retrospect
rnay bear the approval of conscience can be made
serviceable in strengthening resoive and contlrming
those habits that help in character-building, while a
recollection of the folhies and failures of the past
ought to make us more vigilant over ourselves and
more determined to avoid whatever mars and hin-
ders our progress towards the grandest and most
comprehensive of ail ideals, " Be ye perfect even as
your Father in heaven is perfect." Tried by that
high standard how imperfect and full of flaws wiiI
even the noblest and most self-denying human life
appear! And yet we are not done with the year
that is gone, for "God requireth that which is
past. "

Whatever may be the result of a calm survey of
the vanished year in its relation to individual life,
on the wider sphere of the world's progress much
has been achieved. In material things, characteris-
tic of the century, there has been no littie advance-
ment. Railway enterprize has keen extended even
in lands that for long resisted change, and Chinese
prejudice is beginning to yield to the pressure of
western ideas:- The spanning of the world with the
iron hîghway is now within measurable distance and
there is nothing fantastic in the forecast that in
a few years it may be within reach of the average
man to spend his short summer holiday by making
a journey round the world. Applied science bas
largely adîninistered to human comfort by abridging
distance, econczmising time, and awakening hopes
for -stili greater advantages in the future. Last
year, though it may be said that ahI Europe was
under arms and several of the nations were suspic-
iousiy watching eachi other with furtive giance, peace
has been preserved. There are some who think that
to some extent continued peace is to be ascribed to
the Paris exhibition which presented to the view of
the vast multitudes who thronged its courts the
latest resuits of peaceful irdustry and ingenious in-
vention, a sort of panoraunic view of the material
triumphs of the age. It bh.s, however, to be borne
in rniînd that ruateriai advanceunent has its accom-
panying dangers. It would be a great mistake to
suppose that reaiismn and faitb were incompatible.

Through the past as in preceding years the work
of social and moral reform bhas been steadily carried
on. Stili ther4'are gigantic evils menacing the wel-
fare of - m aainst which an uncompromising
warfreeun aintained. Though the war in
the Unite*dates and Presidlent Liflcoin's emanci-
pation proclamation put an end to siaver, in a land
where the peculiar institution was pecuiiarly anoma-
bous, and thougb it was wiped out in Brazil by im-
perial proclamation, recent events show that through
Arab greed and European indiffrence the tgsum of
ail the villanies " bas grown to aiarming pioportions
on the dark continent. The exterit to 'vhich this
evil bas developed in recent yearS, and the awful
curse it bas been spreading bas flot deterred the
friends ofl humanity from resolving9 to secure its
entire pression. The Brussels congress wil
doubti fad to a crusâde ajgainst African siavery
that w ase oniy when the infamIous traffic bas
been crushied out of existence.

The movement, comm-on to ail civilized anîd
Christian lands, for the suppression of intemperance
may flot have made any niarked triumphs during
the past year, but its devoted frienids have been as
earnest anîd resolute in their endeavours as ever.


