
166 THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

OVL Y' TUES.
In te ncaglboutuot oa .eraaaancat-ty, a few yeaa-s

&go, a faLîhful husband inscribeti on tite tomabstane ai
bis %vite, these îwo wortis ;"O(Jnly thou 1" Tauchténg
words which easaly persuade tas that they indicateI mare titan many a long inscription. In thc passage
ina Ilsalm lxiii. 22-1b', two sianilaîr vortis occur.
flot as an inscriptaon for te denti, but as te testi-
mony ai a lif1e, %vards whadî oughî ta bc impressetl,
flot an cold mtarbie or dead paper, but on living, Chris-
tiafi hcnrts, partaculariy on ail hearîs liant maurn,
1only Theu lt" Lard, il only I have Thec ! " Ainang
nîtthe evadencea ai Olti Testanment pueîy .hus as anc of
,bc bgliest andti ncst sîrikang. It reveais such an ab-
sorbirg lave for te Lord, such perfect assuranccs of
faitb andi certaunty ai çonsolation, such trauiph over
thte warld, that vou vuuid suener 3eek Iliese lava
words an the laps af a John or a Paul tan on tîtase
ai a singer ci the aId covenant. Asaph, lte peet ot
the psaim, as a hero who net only dates ta lock, up-
ward when a preciaus souk lias passed ta ils hoame,
but wha, an the event of lte entir, w teck et att ais
carthiy itappiness, the lossî af evety possession wth
bis very flae at stake, %vouîti lasce the âtormn anal the
wavc, disresb .nd deatia, clnging lu te Lard with a
faitli rack-firin. Frein the height ai lias iaith, Has
lave and Has consolation, tic ouoks away over lien-
Yen anti cartit vit ail their possessaions, uvet taie ana
dealli with ail thear masery, anti 3houts witb triumph,
i« Lord, i oniy I have Thee, I care naîhing for liea-
yen anti catht, thougla my body anti saut ane away,
Thou, 0 Goti, are suth the consolation ai my lieart
andtrcy portion forevet." Il remandas us ai that ather
man ai rock wlio, two anti a hall thausanti years
Inter, zang, " Vbat thonugh they take eut flae, wealth,
Itonour, chilà and wife, teck notaght Io retain ; ltvil
bring tliern no gain, the kingdoni must ours remain lt

Who citas can immediately Jollow Ataph up 10 the
heughi ai his love toward ljod, and bis unswerving
faith, repenai;n aller fam wthout reserve, " Jnly
Thec "? Who? flrobabty not onc 1 And yet Ibis
is a lesson ave ail must lear i the Lard as ta te-
main our portion andi inhertance ta etcrnaîy. Beiaveti,
the lie ai a patus Christian who bas gane haine ta
Goti bas usually been a pragress, the Lord leading
step by sîep up te te goal, "Unty Thee : At first
tbe poor, loolish heart clangs 10 Ibis avariti by a thota-
santi fibres, nether seekang net desarng anly te
Lord ; or i i tecks ini at «ail, seekang, beside iu
anti more than Hîm, a tîaousand temporal lbangs, but
wit taugliest persustence utsd1. l'ben the kanti,
wise Lard begins His work ai rcnewing and puriiy.
ing, prunang fromt the top downward, naav here,
iben dicte, ta sever the ivatîti andt ransaîory îbangs
froni His chld ; who gratially becomes more indif-
ferent ta externat possessions , anti as they Jose
value the invisible possessions rite an appreciatuon.
But he stil continue. to cling to thas anti %bat, ta re-
lations that have grown precaous , t Sutî scems as
ibaugli without certain persans, ailùuî thb or that
activity, anti aI lcast %% thout healîli, lie tould flot
live. Then the knife begins cuîîung doîvn deeper,
anti wiîh the loss u anl.mate itîesdts pieces of the
heart are Iota dwa in order ta let ai %vountis be hhieti
witb the lave ai thte Lord. Me becames more loneîy
an the way , nsteati ai the '.araety ofistaves on vha<-b
bc avas accustomed ta Jean, it graduaIly dawas upan
bum that the rod anti staff of tte Lord as te anly
anc on which he can rcly. OuI rani the legaon ai
trazsitory things, the unity of tangs.etecnal, the one
tltîng nectfibu revealà itself to the soul. It become!s
raare anti more evident that the honour anti pleasure
it bas sa long been scekînrg besade the Lord, arc nat-
ing but vanaîy, anti one by anc the aams anti destres
ai the hecart %%tahdratv. F.naily, perhaps unly unc
thing mare remans 10 îvbach the hcart.ctings besades
the Lord, anti that is Elic , tIit albu begans ta pas
away, the body graws veak-er, anti disease takes a
sîranger hold i pon a, then te bptia begins lu long
to aoandan ais tiecaying but'. lui ia ncav homei anal
ai length, beibre te gales ai cîernaîy, cveryîîîîng
cartihy bas lest value anti finration ta tte c vaty
soul., anti, as s allen cîcariy revealeti besîde the
ticath-bei ai te piaus, ai ne longer has any appre-
ciatian for weorltily things or occ-upalions, te whalc
attention is riveteti an the Lord, thc Canqueror ai
Denîli ; forgetting ai tuai as bchaînti, knti pressing

only toward that wbicb là belote, expetiencing flint
humnan help Lt afita avail, if castisels enîirely upan
the Lord and His frt mercy. Theit, ni last,Ilt is
ripeniez!ta far nwardly fliant il cati truly sigI~l oniy
Thcet!" Then it fully recognuzes that in order ta live
noaiang as nt-'essary but the Lord, %Yhcn death cones
notling as necessary but thc Lord , then ait ils nimrs,
andi hopes and love, is aithanti laaaging, have reacheti
the Asaph beiglit, '"onlyTheel I

Sad ta say, those wlio do lcarn to tler thiese words,
usually do net lcarn until too late-Asapl iclarneti
carlier. Why :shaould net we chiltiren ai the new
covenant learn stali mare easaly P Oniy whcn we
have learned flint shail ie understand ile andti vaw
if in the riglat liglît. Only then shal we bccomc rcally
fre and îruiy saveti, anly tlicn cati we obtain flite vic-
tory aver aurselves, the world and ail ils wants 1
Therciore, lookîing unta the Lard, lt us endeavour ta
repeat the sngcr's alnly Thcc," andi sec liow that
avl! enable us. 0

i. 1a ascendt t a heiglit ai love whach regards hea-
yen andi cartih as oalte importance compared ti th
the Lord ; 2. Andi take aur stand upan a rock ai con-
solation which ailI endurc even tltough aur lesh anti
heart faau.

Lord lesus! Thou once gavest up ail, even Thy
lie, jusita redccm us, and ta avan us unto Thy king-
dam,; therciore t as onliy just ltaI weshould care lit-
tic for cverythang cIsc, i nly we have thce, andi may
cnjay Thee forevet. Thase among us, Lord, to whomn
as yet Thoua art nuîhang, 0 teck ta becomie somethang
ta thein w, and gradually more andi marc 1 Andt t
those who have aîreatiy founti Thee preciaus, do not
test untal Thaou art became thear aIl-an-aIl i Amen.
- Zheodore Christ:eb, D.D.

For risCaAOA tsaVTaos.%N.

SEMA CéERIB.

DYv T. K. ttiNDERtO!l, TORON4TO.

Anti when tlaey arase early in te morning. taclaoldti hcy
%vert ait deati corpses.-lsa..xxxvii. j6.
Thev camne in la..,couuaîle6s a" the santi,
Trie myriati hous #bat ewned Assyria's swal,
Anti 'cr theitrembllaag anti tevoteti landi
The thunder af taîcar chanis rolteti away.
Andi Asshur petreti out ail ber chavary 1
rhotasands on thaasands pressed, anti tank un tanak,
Niarcheti oa in baitte's terrible aray-
As wlaen a mirhty terrent ieaps its îank.
Andi wavcs exultang roll wiacrc drawnang ninrtats sank.

Sa swepl th!y an, the barsemen af the cast !
Feet as the wind, witb banners wie cuîsprcati
rhc flyin.: fac belore, bchand, the waste
Anti howling .ldtencss their icotsieps m2de;
Anti the lonag train oi weepang captives led
In haughty triumph a i te wario's car I
While in their track gicamet liatily anti rei
The flames af burning eûtes li by ivar,4,Vlarc the fierce birds of prcy their horriti banquets share.

In vain te humbci anti repentant king
rF il h ha trcssuacs.at thce catiaîrr s ect;
la vain teý temple's sacreti goidt eay brang

To aumn asiuc iis wraîh toe laie, too lait
The gaahering cloutis rollei an, ant iLn the fatie
ut distant umpates J udaht enu ber own,
Anti saw the atme balla ionsâit bea gale,
Nnd hcarti dusmayeti, the victar'si vaunting 'one,

Whio hati the puny gotisoai many landis e'erîtrown1

Andt ound bci ramparns swarmeti the leag ranig hoit,
Radez andi chariot burging tu andi ru,
As the %inquiet sent in zaoaiains rois,
And hbeavang wave.lLke on their match belaw I
Wil i sord upon the tbagb, andi bended bw,
L4ke cagles le ihu prey that gathereti thrre-
Their spears far.flasbmng in te noan ie glow,
Andt aunts ltai rang on te apprcssed air-
Thaitot the laugh aiscorn ebore back the dry af prayer r

It wasjuticas monarcli bowing iuiv
tVthin the splendid titrine bc laie despolilet
Ta glut lte triumph ai the ruthiess foc t
tVth dust upan lbas hJadatin sackclaîh got>ed
tie sent a cry for suceour up tu God,
Andi eraved ior vengeance yn lte acetarsêt borde
Thit tiarkcned aIl the land. beating te reti
Oit steepet ian wiatb, whcn Retribution paureti
The cup ul tory uut, andi whet lher gltterang sword ?

T4, prayer was heard, lhe bout ai vengeance sttuck
tLh holcw% kneli upon lte slumiaeting lis

Andi soands af fcar t he dense atray dertook,
As armies on lte whirlwînd rushing post J
N une staye t t gather up the spoil, but cast
A shuddering look bcbinti ant i l away-
For Death was in lte camp, riing lte blast,
And witîhotaisafts sîruck dowa bis destineti ptey
Andwrapped tlicit reor an clouais tiack as the occan's spray

Bafleti, bewildereti, b,'nti, they stagnered an.
A boundiesass ofsand zarunti them spread;
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And morn awàking, aesolato andi wan,
Plaang its gray liglat upon the stiffni'iaag deati
In ghastly mautains heapeti, ider and ti ed-
Corses on corses pliledi n dcaîh's diii! gIare 1
No waarior lent bas bow, nor captain tedl
lna tat wid tout of terror andi dspir-
Thty loolced tap3n the siuin, andti r"hed tliey kncw not where.

Away, awav, (tom lte avenging atm
Outaîrcîche ian iuty on te race abitorieti I
Silvifa are aheir stectis, but swlfler atili the éztrm,
And kccn the etlge oif the archangelsà sword
Tliot imawced tlarm uown like gras. upan the sward 1
Temnpesls arounti the death ilevoteal swecp,
Andi none are Icittin tell Asyria's lordi,
Tiaus sturna straack squaulrons slept their liodiess slcep,
In ane hugc gra"c enguiptie 1, and ningleti heap on liaap.

7'11E iNDIFF-rRRNIT.

Tiacre arc ail around us ppopie who seem ta bc per-
fe,.tly inuifférent ta thc promises of God, or 0f His
requireincnits. Ti.ey seldom, if ever, go into a clurch,
andi only then when some noted speaker or some un-
usual evcnt bas happeced ta arouse their curiosity ta
sec for theimsclves. Thcsc people are not immoral
people. Thtis clas s faund ta bc the hardesita
arouse from the consciousness af moral security and
sec no ncccssity for attending church, wherc their
spiritual natures may be ledi whîlc immoral pers *nrs
cari often be readily shown the results of their con-
duct and may became truc scrva>tsoaiGoeL Speciai.
ists o ri nsaniay will tell yau iliat the raving maniac: La
mare olten restoredt t reason titan the quiet, indiffér-
Cnt victini oimelancholy. Hawta reacli thesa indif-
férent, moral classes of people is a problein fnot easily
sulved, and yet ane that sbould bc carefully studied
by every anc înterested in the welfare cf mankinti.
The interest ai these people must irst bc aroiised,
This cannot ordînarily bc donc by a pastor, for people
ai this clats sceem ta îbink that it is the duty ai ail
clergymen ta du sucb things and %wiii good-naturediy
listen ta îlicm, but rarcly is any impression made tapon
them. Who thtn is to do the worlc cf leciaiTng
these people? Menibers af the Church, il must be
donc by you. Few members ai a church have ta
lttle influence upon fricnds who, though indifférent
ta religion, wouid not accept thc kandiy-given invata-
tion ta attend aih thcmt thc sanctuary ; wba would
nat faal ta appreciate the warm welcomc ta thc circles
ai Church people, if gaven heariy and meant ta be
just whaî was gîven. It as a mîstake te preacli a r-!r-
mon upon the siniulncss af such a persan ta him, for
in nine cases out ai ten, offence would bc taken and
ail appartunaty lost for dait, gontd. But aflie can bc
aroused ta sec the beat'ties of religion, ta <cci an inter-
est an the service of the sanctuary, and in thc comn
pany ai those wba attend, caused by the constant,
courtenus andi Christian kandncss cxtended during the
week-days, flot rom officiousness, but from reai in-
terest in the work ai such a-person, hc will rarely faau
to'oe won ta the cause ai Christ. If Churcb members
wouid îry ta interest this class by personal association
and make thcm feel a welcome in their midst, which
would flot appear te bc affected but feit ta have the
rang af true metal, the preaching af the patter and the
sulent exhortations of conbcience would lead them ta
an examinatian ai thcmseives wbich would ultimateiy
make tbem members ai Christ and ai His Churcb.
The coldness af those who attend church, the lack ai
sympathy wîîh those about îhem, the faîlure ta extend
the hanti ai iellotvsbip ta this man because be may
flot sacially be the equal, ail do much ta extcnd the
indifference ai the age, but we have yet ta sec thte
Churcb whicb bas put an practice the opposite
methods but what lias bee.n f6led with seekers ater
raghteousness. We do flot mean that a churcli shall
be matie a club room, a place for gossip or social
enjoyment, " for Mine haute shall bc called a bouse
ai prayer for ail peapae,' saith the Lord. Reverence
for God's lieuse should restrain people ramn making t
a place of social cnjoyment, and few people wouid
tvisha or expect other than dignified and decorous con-
duct in the haute ai Goti. The membcr ai the churcb
must l'a bis part on the autside. If the winning of
seuls as the Churchs mission, ber members should do
ail1 an thear power ta awaken the anerest ai those who
arc indafférent ta the loving caîl of the Church's Mas-
ter and endeavour ta leati them ta Hini.

TuE atiberents ai the religion aijesus Christ to.day
otnumber the follewers ai any cîber failli in îi;e
world. Christian missions nîurr.ber more than 2,000,.
oaa atiberents on beacben soul, andi ai the prescrit rate
of increase will include 20,000,00 belote ibis century
closcs..-Rev. .7td.ron Sinia'h, D.D.


