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Perthishire. & sample of axcellent quali y,
and equal ju colour to any of the above
Euglish samples.  The aglish samples
pwsvut a marked superiority in colour to
the gonerality of Scotelt sunples of the
growtl of this senson (1835) owing to the
continned wot weather which the latter
received in harvesting.

Cnmumica{ion.s.
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ORCIIARD GRASS AND PASTURAGE.

Dear Sir,—Ilaving moved tho resolu-
tion under which the Board of Agriculture
is about to introduce Orchurd Grass to
the notice of Nova Scotin furmers, it
mny be expeeted that I should give my
reusons for so dong, und state what [
know about this grass. The resolution
in quaestion .q\pemed in the April number
of tho Juurnal; and from its perusal
everyone will discover that I considered
a necessity existed for the Province to
import the seed of 2 good hay and pasture
grass, and that my ohject was 10 get the
Bourd to establish a grass it our hus-
bandry, the ca'tivation of which would,
in my opiuion ut least, prove a(lvunh.we-
ous to the farmers of Nova Scotia in both
respects, but more particalarly in the
lwtery Regarding the clovers aud timothy
in geneml use, “itis a well kuown fact
that the former are often winter-killed,
and the latter produces little or no afier-
math, yet modern agriculture demands
with au exactness that is only commen-
surate with the results obtzined from the
practice, that stuck be well fed all the
year round. And how can the catile of
this Province be kept in good growing
condition during the pasture season,
unless their owners can avail themselves
of the sced of the best grasses, with
which to improve their pasture?  Ilither-
to our farmers have had o resort to
clover and timothy sced for this purpose,
seedsmen not caving to iucur the expense
of importing grass-sced not generally
called for, or sown, in consequence of
which, 1 believe, so far as pasturage is
concerncd, the farmiug interest has suf-
fered materinlly. M my persons wonder
why the improved breeds of cattle do not
do us well here as in Ingland or Ontario,
and why our commnon breds are 1ot better
than they are, and why our cows fall
away so much in their milk in the warm
months of summer: but their wonder
would cease, should they contrast some
of the misefable over-stocked pastures of
this country with the well cultivated pas-
tures of England and Canada.

In consequence of the introduction of
improved breeds of cattle, and cheese
fuctories getting es-ablished in different
parts, the su\gect of pasturage has be-
come one of the greatest importance. and
should be thoroughly understood by every
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farmer in Nova Scotm.  In this connee-
tion it might be stated that some of the
leading tarmers are up to the time: on
this question, and have had imported for
their own use such grass -eed as they
cousidered best for pustursge 3 but their
hiaving dune so, has failed to popularize
any particular Kind of pasture grass, and,
unfortunately, the Province at Jarge is
not tilled by such euterprising mewn.
When it is, the further need of a Board
of Agriculture will cease to exist; but
until the wilderness and soli-nry parts ol
the Provinee are made glad, und the
deserts ghall rejoico and blossom like the
rose, there will be many important duties
for & Board of Agriculture to perform,
and none more so thau that of agitating
the question of improved pzmturu"e.

Now, that Orchard Grass is the grass
hest calealated to supply a great waut i
Nova Scotian bushandry, I am not pre-
prepaved from my own experience to
state positively, bur there is abundant
evidence to prove that it sustains, among
leading furmers in England and Ameriea,
a gowd reputation as a desirable grass,
hoth for hay and pasture. In Dicker-
man’s Farmers' Book, ediiion of 1869,
page 184, itis thus noticed :—

“ Orchard Grass, or Cocksfoot, is one
of the most vuluable grasses. It is ns
eurly us ved clover, aud it is therefore
the grass best adapted to sow with it
It is productive, yielding from three to
five tous per acre. It is vety nutritious,
and very palatable to all kinds of stock.
It gives a bite earlier than almost any
other grass, is permanent, will bear close
and constant cropping, stands severe
drought, and, when cut, will in a week
give a good bite to stock. Itis therefore
admirable as a permanent pasture grass.
It Ulossowms with clover, gives a very
large proportion of hay, grows a speedy
and luxuriant aftermath, and is well
adaptedl for permanent meadow with
clover. It is inclined to grow *n tufts,
to prevent which it shonld ba he:rowed
and rolled in the spring, and some other
grasses should always be sown with it.”
And the followiug account is from Kes-
senden’s Complete Farmer and Gardener,
edition 1855, page 14:—

% Rough Cuck’s Foot—Dr Muhlenburg
and T. Cooper concur in opinion that
this is the orchard grass of the United
States.  In England, cock’s foot is taking
the place of rye grass with clovers.
Arthur Young spenksin high commenda-
tion of it; though all writers concur in
the opinion, that it should be frequently
and closely cropped, either with the
scythe or cattle, to veap the full bencfit
of its great merits. I should prefer it to
almost every other grass; and cows are
very fond of it. Cooper rates it above
timothy, and says it is gradually taking
the place of the latter among the hest
farmers about Philadelphia.  This is

probably owing to the fact that it is
earlier thar timothy, and of course noro
suitablo to .at with clover for my. s
gowth is early and rapid, after it has
heenr evopped. It does woll on loams
and sands, wud grows well in shude”

Colonel Powell,n gentleman who com-
ines ns much scienes with Judicious
practice. especinlly in eattle and grass
hushandry, as any peison in the Union,
says 3 « [ have tred ovchard grass for
ten years. It produces more pasturage
than any other grass I have seen in
Americn.  Sow two bushels of sced to
an acre.”

And an article in the March number
of Zhe Canada Farmer headed Swamp
Lands, speaks very favorably of tho
adaptation of Orchard Grass to such
lands.  When trese lands have been
cleared up and made fit for cultivation,
the writer, who has had counsiderable ex-
perienco with such lnads, goes on to
stinre

« Now begin and sow a heavy seeding
of Duteh Clover, Timothy, Alsike, Blue
Grass,.and especially Cocksfuot or Oreh-
ard Grass. This last is most important
and excellent in its effects. 1t forms
bunchies and mats together, and affords
«excelient food far stock, and support for
their feet, thereby preventing poaching
the laud when feeding on it. No har-
rowing nced be done, but a bunch of
bushes dragged each way by one horse or
ox, will serve to cover the seed suflicient-
ly. Foroue yeir no pasturage should
b~ taken from land so seeded down. It
will yield a heavy crop of hay, and there-
by a tough sod will form. If possible,
not & hoof ought to be allowed on the
after-grass for the first year or two, but
 hed wy crop of hay may be taken to
great advautage. Mendows so treated
will be most v:\luuh)e on the furm, and,
acre for acre, will vay better than the
best high laud.”

In view of these favorable testimonies
fromy some of the chief farmers of the
age. relative to Orchard Grass, I liopo
our farmers will give it a fair trial, and
cultivate it after the mode recommended
“10 veap the full henefit of its great
merits 3 and whether or not, its cultiva-
tiou here proves as successful as it hing
done elsewhere, that it<introduction may
he the weans of creating a growing in-
terest amoug farmers in the subject of im-
proved pasturage, which will make it
uecessary for seedsmen, wishing to keep
abreast of the times, to have on sule the
seed of the hest pasture grasses, and thus
lend a helping hand to the husbandman
in hastening the arrival of the good time
coming, when thg Province shall be
covered by o beautiful carpet, like unto
which the Jate Judge Wiswell in his day
compared the verdure of the picturesque
valley of ‘Lruro. Yours, &e.,



