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atterly incorrect, the inerease in the num-
ber of cattle is only equivalent to the in-
creasd of the population.

Nor can we consvle vurselves with the
fact that the production ot other grain
increased 9 times in the above period of
44 years, In the year '27 a considerable
quantity of catmeal was imported, and
the quantity of gmin mised at the time
was not equal to the wants of the county.
Wo were as backward then in the culti-
vation of Qats as we are to-duy in the
cultivation of Wheat. Gentlemen, we
cannot shut our eyes to the fact, that
thete is something seriously wrong in our
husbandty. No ohe can travel through
our county without meeting with fields
s0 exhausted that it is difficult to say
whether they are intended for hay land
or comutons ; fences in suech a wretched
state that they do not ofler the slightest
resistance {o horses or cattle ; land of the
very DLest quality chilled and useless for
want of dminage ; disorder, negligence,
thriftlessuess  aud confusion reigniug
about the farm house, while the tiller ot
the soil loiters about in lazy unconcern,
or spends his time in drunken riot about
our streets; such scenes meet us where-
ever we go, and vividly remind us of that
dire sentence passed upon old father
Adam, ¢ Cursed is the ground for thy
sake, . . . . thorns also and this-
tles shall it bring forth unte thee.”

There are many farmers who do not
attempt to raise more produce thun will
supply their own fumilies, and yet they
incessantly complain that they cannot
save any money, and find # impossible
to nmake ends meet. Now what would
we think of the shoemaker who only
madu enongh boots to supply his own
houschold, or the blacksmith who only
shod his own hoames, or the tailor who
only made his own clothes, or the doclor
who only preseribed whatever medicine
went down his own throat?  True, when
the farmer supplies the wants of his table
and a part of his clothing from the pro-
duce of his furm, his expenses are more
than half met, but common sense teaches
that, in any advanced state of civilization,
aman must have a good overplus of the
commodities which he produces in order
t exchange them for those which he can-
not produce. .

When we, for une moment, compare the
scanty crops mised by our farmers with
the full and abundant harvest of farmers
in Dritain, we cannot fuil to be struck
with the idea that our county is lament-
ably far behind, Our Jittle neighbour
ing province of Prince Xdward Island is
one hundred years in advance of us.
While visiting a farmer a few miles from
Clurlottetown, in  September last, he
pointed out a field of turnips consisting
of ten acres, the crops from which would
Probably e about 4 times the quantity

of turnips grown in the township of
Tracadie, and neerly half of what is grown
in the wholo county of Antigonish.

However, to return to our subjeet. I
have said that we send annually eont of
onr connty $70,000 for flony, and that
there is not an cquivalent raised forit.
Now, can this be vemedied? We are
told that the canses of the failure of the
wheat cvop of lust year ure two,

" Ist, Weevil,

2nd, Rust or Mildew.

The Weevil is o name that is misap-
plied.  Weevils belong to the beetle
tribe and their young prove very des-
truetive to corn in granaries. 1t is a
little snouted bectle of a Lrownish red
colour. 8o prolific are they that one pair
of these beetles may produce six thousand
in one year. If gmin be kept cool and
frequently moved, it is not liable to be at-
tacked, for it is when the corn is housed
that the female deposits her egys in it
the young maggots, as soon as hatched,
burrow into, the grain, cach maggot select-
ing a different seed, the inside of which
it devours, and, having undergone theiy
various transfurmations, no time is lost in

depositing eggs for another brood.

The 1uscet to which the mune of weevil
is given in this country, is the Wihewt
Aldge, called by naturalists  Cecedomyme
T'ritici. It belongs ta the natural order
of insects called Duplera. Lo this order
belong the common house fly, the gnat,
and  the mosquite, Insects of this
order have two wings, as the name
implies, but Dbehind  the wings they
have as it were, a pair of abortive wings,
these are commonly called halteres or
balancers; they are frequently kept in
rapid motion while the true wings are ap-
parently quiescent, and by this rupidity
of motion cause a loud piping noise.
This is familarto us all, in the humof the
gnat and the mosquito.

One peenliarity of the Diplera is their
tendency to exist in immense numbers,
becoming in sume instances a plague and
a nuisance.  One of the plagues of Lgypt
wasa “swarm of flies,” probubly mos-
quitoes from the banks of the muddy
Nile, Records of the appearance of
immense hosts of flics in Britain are not
wanting ; in 1736 they appeared at Salis-
bury in such husts as to reseinble colpmns
of smoke ; and in August, 1766, they
accumulated in incredible numbers in
Oxford, resembling a black cloud, alinest
totally intercepting the beaws of the sun.
In Lapland they swann in incredibe hosts
during cerlain parts of the year; there is
neither rest norsleep for the inhabitants,
indoors or out, unless the body is smeared
with somo unguent, such as grease, tar, or
oil. In the eastern part of the world we
well know that mosquitoes are a plague
by day and a *¢terror by night,” -

We have seen that the insccts of this
order are very troublesome to man. Lhey
are 1o less a nuisanse to him by the loss
which they oceasion to crops of grain,
There ave several speeies which are very
destructive.  Linnieus mentions ene
Chloraps Frit which infests the heads of
harley and oceasions a loss ol not less
than halt a million dollars annually in
Sweden.  This genus. have yellow eyes
as their nanse impliee ; the Wheat Midgo
in this country has dark eyes.

The Whe! Midge which proves so
destructive to our crops is, in its fully
developed state, a pretty little creature,

its body being of a bright yellow colour, |

its two large wings perfectly transpavent,
with iridescent reflections, its eyes black
and its abtennae or feelers long wnd
Jjointed ; the male is smaller than the
female, and has its antennac ornamented
with hairs.

I we wateh afield of Wheat on a caln,
warm evening, about the month of July,
we can sce these tiny creatures hovering
over it in little clouds. 1t undisturbed,
they will alight on the ears of Wheat and
deposit their eggs upon the chafll The
egg when hatehed, Diings forth a little
grub which creeps inward to the young
awtin, and feeds upon its juices. Dy the
time the grain is ripe, the little grubis
in a Jazy, torpid state, while the gmin of
Wheat npon which it lived is more or
less destroyed.  If the grain be left lonyg
enough, the shaking of the cas by the
wind cawnses the grubs to full to the
ground. They then burrow into the
earth and pass the winter there.  In the
following June they again come to the
surface, their shell bursts and out flies
the fully developed Midge, ready to lay
its eggs in the nearest Wheat ticll.

Now that we know the habits of the
little ereature, what can we do to prevent
its ravages? 1t is evident that for the
greater part of its ife the Midge is be-
yond the farmer's control. He cannot
prevent it from depositing its vggs, he
cannot drive the youny grubs away after
they are hatehed, nor has hie any power
over them during winter, while they me
buried in the ground. But there is a
time when, with a little care, he ean
destroy them by the million.  This is as
soon as the gmin is ripe; as soon as it
can be housed without luss, and hefore
the storms of Autumn shake the larvae
from the chafl to the ground. In this
country \Wheat is often left untilit is too
ripe, over ripe grain being much inferior
to that which is carlier cut in quantity
and quality of its flour. The Wheat
should, if possible, be reaped, wther than
cradled, in onler to avoid shaking as
wuch as possible. | Having honsed the
grin, it should at once be thrashed ona
close barn floor, which will not allow the
larvie to fall throngh.  The grain shonld



