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China, tlîey would hiave been a Support
to mxorality, -%ould bave preserved the
Idea«l of trutb and lionesty frontî lîrisli-
lîîg« aînong the coinlinon pe'ople. 'I'lat
,%Vas a sigulficant saylnig of a Cîîei
servant wilio licard azioUîcr correctcdl
for telllng a fàlschoodl. "0Of course lie
lles.-We ail lie.-I lie." It Is not dloinig
thein any injustice to say that Iliey are
a nation of Ilars aîîd thieves. 'No Chlina-
maui necd Le dcpeîîded 111)01 Io tell the
trutlî. and thi most honorable aîniong
theixi necds to, be- vatcbcd wliere tiiere
ls uny teînptation to stealingr-. The
dlflieult3' is uot nlerely 0one of l)ractice.
They (Io not set a. higli valne upon truth.
They are -well îîighi liars by conviction
of its stuperiorlty3 to trut.h. Brlbery,
disqueazing" ' and fraud are l)ractised by
P.1l whlo liave the opportunity, and tlxose
xlîo liave not lament thir liard luck,
but do ixot condein the others. 'No
Chinaini expects to ialce a straight
transaction. Ile knows tlîat ail take ad-
Tvantage of Mijn, cuxd hie does the saine
in turu. The common servant ste.als a
littlech ci re hoe !s sent to, inarkcet.
Re charges lus owu commission each
tirne. The revelaition of veîîality and
corruption mnade duiring, this war is ini-
describable and sad. Oflicers liad been
for years rwigpay for whole regi-
nients. but Nv'h1Of tic w-ar was dcclired,
thxe reginienits wcre not fortbcoiulig.
Fo'rts wcvre, on examination,. found suîp-
plied with niud cannon balls, hiiddcii
froi -view hy a covering of real ones.
A Gencral proposcdl t0 defer paying bis
soldiers until after battie, in hiope that
many of tiiom would leave their go
in luis bands. The money set apart for
surgical appliances and unedicines wvas
nover applied to0 tluat end. so tliat the
woundcd %vero not propcrly treated or
cared for. It is ail a. story of desperate
corruption, aud lknowin:g of it. no one
needs ho surprised fliat Cina.« lias fared
badly. The revelation of dishonesty
would, to a country witlî any seif-re-
spect. ho nmore humillating- tixan1 the
crushing defeat, experienced lit every

Important cngaîgemencît. Now, there is
corruption lit the înost Christxut couu-
tries, ln :;pite of their Christianîlt.y. At
the Saine tUnie, it is flot ahlowed to *uîîî
%'ild lis lîcre, iîîîtll It: lis laid the couin-
tr -vone before lier etieiQZIîs. 2haere is
.hî .. ys a, vcry large nnbropsdf
corruption ii Chiristian lands. Dîslion-
esty and robbery arc looked 111)01 fls ex-
ceptional things to ho gîîardcd agalnst
Those whio rob ftie country arc punîlsb-
cd. 0f course the i)osslbility of corrupt
practices is a, serions refiection upoil aniy
cou.ntry. The -whiolesale j'rcscnce of it,
as bore, proves that fthc people tire prac-
fically wlitbout conscience. There is no0
strong publie opinion aigainst the luen
wh'o are enrlclîing tlxeniselves to Uic
ruin of China. Tlicy are expected to
enrlh thernselves, and tbey do it f00.
The mnuory of lnteg-rity and unselflsh-
ncess is only dinily prcservcd ; fliat It; is
prcservcd at ail, is not due f0 the pro-
sent generafion of Confuciaiuisfs and
Buddluists, whlo are lookcd upon as es-
pecially venal îuxd avariclous. A pro-
vcrb, refcrring, to the tonsure of thc
latter, says, "«Uc wlio Is a villain Is
barc-pated ; lic wvlo is not a, villain is
not barc-patedl ! 1 Mucli las hoon miade
of Uic fine sentiments folîîd 1l paganl
books, a.nd of the fact that Uic golden
mile, lit a negative fornu, is found ln the
Confucian writings. It romnains neyer-
thless truc that Uic sage wvas flot vcrY
scrupulous Ixinseif in is regard for
trutb, and that, bis folloîvers are the
inost selfisli and deceifful people lu a
land of selfisiîness and deceit. Too
nwich, las been nmade of thue sliuiaritY
betwcen Christian and Pagan 'writing-st
and too, little of thue presence of life in
ftic one, and of ifs absence lic eoflier.
Confucius wvas 110 (ouht a great, good
man, and lie said inany good tlings-
but lue couid flot give -wliat lie had not-
lie couid not give life--coid flot -ive
powver wluiciu would cuable thc Cluinese
to live a vuirtuous life, eveil froin bis
own point of v-iew, not to, speak- Of g'iv-
in- power f0 becomie sous of God. This


